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PREMONITION 


by  the 

E  D  I  T  O  R. 


ONE  had  j  after  Noti¬ 
ons  than  Mr.  Nelson 

had  concerning  X rue 
Honour,  or  concern- 
ing  the  federal  Ways  of 
Doing  Good,  in  which  that  Ho¬ 
nour  doth  confiff ,  and  hy  vghich  a  Man 
is  made  Truly  Honourable  in  the 
Sight  of  God ,  Angels ,  and  Men. 
With  this  very  View  was  the  follow - 
ing  Treatife  written  by  him  ,  and  for 
carrying  on  the  Wife  and  Noble  Ends 

A  2  which 
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which  are  here  propqfed ,  was  thought 
fit  to  be  more  immediately  addreffed  to 
Perfons  of  Quality  and  Figure  in  the 
World.  At  the  fame  time ,  bis  De* 
fign  was  to  have  concealed  him f elf 
and  to  appear  only  as  a  Stranger ,  and 
fo  to  aff  with  them,  as  One  perfe&ly 
Vnknown  :  That  fo ,  if  any  Good  were 
done  by  this  .Means,  he  might  not  have 
himfelf  the  Praife  and  Thanks  j  but 
that  God  only ,  who  had  moved  his 
Heart  atfil  Pen  to  do  them  this  kind 
Office,  might  be  Glorified. 

Hence  it  is,  that  in  his  Introdu¬ 
ction  having  firfl  commended  the  Bri- 
tifh  Nobility  and  Gentry  for  their 
Affability  and  Courtefiy  to  Strangers  ; 
and ,  the  better  to  inf  mate  himfelf  into 
their  Favour,  to  whom  he  was  making 
this  Application,  having  glanced  a  lit - 
tie  upon  the  Advantages  of  their 
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Birth  and  Condition ,  above  the  Lower 
Fart  of  the  World ,  he  choje  to  addrefs 
him/elf  to  them ,  not  as  the  Known 
Mr.  Nelson,  but  rather  as  a 
Stranger  :  That  Jo  he  might  engage 
them ,  if  poffible ,  in  juch  Meafures ,  a/, 
without  their  knowing  from  whence 
this  Friendly  Motion  came?  which  is 
on  many  Accounts  Jo  very  advantage¬ 
ous  to  them ,  fhould 7  being  followed } 
infallibly  make  them  Truly  Great. 

But  the  Covering  is  now  withdrawn % 
he  is  no  longer  now  the  Stranger  he 
dejigned  at  fir  ft  to  be  thought :  He 
was  only  a  Stranger  while  upon 
Earth.  Upon  his  leaving  of  which , 
the  Friend ,  whom  he  was  pleafed  to 
entruji  with  fo  valuable  a  Treafure , 
having  a  Liberty  to  make  his  Name 
known ,  that  affumed  Character  is  now 
laid  down  ;  and  the  Reader  may  here 

A  <  3  freely 


t 


PREMONITION. 

freely  converfe  with  Mr.  N  e  £  $  o  N, 
even  as  if  he  were  Living.  As  he  is 
indeed  Living ;  and  the  • very  fame  Ge- 
nerous  and  Beneficent  Per  fin ,  and  the, 
fame  Friend  to  good  Men ,  and  good 
Defigns ,  as  when  he  converfed  Bo¬ 
dily  among  ft  us.  But  had  there  not 
been  that  Liberty  given  to  unveil  (  if 
I  may  fi  fay  )  this  Heavenly  Stran¬ 
ger,  it  would  not  have  been  a  very 
eajy  Matter  to  conceal  the  Hand  from 
which  fi  Noble  a  Benefa&ion  is  con¬ 
veyed  to  This ,  and  probably  to  After- 
Ages.-  All  who  have  been  acquainted 
with  that  great  Man ,  or  with  his 
Writings  qwitt  ea fily  perceive  with  whom 
they  are  here  corner jing :  And  if  no¬ 
thing  at  all  were  faid  of  zV,  they  would 
foon  conclude ,  whofe  Model }  and  whofi 
W irk  this  mufi  be ;  and  that  howfo- 
ever  the  Author  had  for  fome  Reafins 

ftudyed 
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fludyed  to  be  hidden ,  the  Manner  of 
•working  it  is  Jo  manifefi ,  as  clearly 
to  (life  over  the  Mafier.  The  Publick 
however  may  jufily  ezpeti  to  have  forrte 
Account  given  of  this  following  Ad¬ 
el  refs  to  Perfons  of  Quality,  fife, 
which  out  of  the  fincere  Ajfe&icn  and 
Friendfhip  which  he  had  always  for 
Many  of  them ,  and  his  mofi  hearty 
Concern  for  All  of  them ,  was  left  by 
him  to  be  communicated  to  them ,  as 
the  befi  Tejiimony  he  could  give  of 
filch  his  Intentions .  And  as  a  Friend 
of  him ,  and  Servant  of  theirs ,  /  Jhall 
therefore  endeavour ,  as  well  as  l  can , 
to  dificharge  this  Obligation. 

About  the  latter  End  of  lafl  Au * 
tumn^  finding  his  Health  to  decline  a- 
pace0  and  being  advified ,  by  his  Phy * 
Jicians ,  to  retire  from  the  Town%  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  Air ,  immediately 
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before  his  Departure ,  and  after  he  had 
been  for  federal  Hours  fatigued  with  a 
great  deal  of  Company ,  taking  their 
Leave  of  him  ;  he  called  to  me  in  the 
lafi  place ,  and  kindly  embracing  me 
in  the  Prefence  of  God ,  and  as  the 
greatefi  Pledge  he  coaid  give  me  of 
his  mofi  Chrifiian  Ajfe&ion ?  and  Jin - 
cere  Confidence ,  delivered  to  me  the 
Jliamfiript  written  all  with  his  own 
Hand ,  (  which  I  keep  by  me  as  a  mofi 
precious  Depofitum  )  from  a  Copy  of 
which ,  the  following  Addrefs,  with 
the  Reflexions  thereupon 1  is  here  print - 
ed :  And  then  requefied  me  to  con fider 
the  Whole  well ,  and  after  that  to  do 
therewith  as  Jbould  appear  beft.  And 
at  the  fame  time ?  he  gave  me ,  together 
with  it^fomefew  Remarks  and  Amend¬ 
ments  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Hand  of  a  very  Learned  and  Eminent 

Divine , 
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Divine ,  to  whom  he  had  for  this  End 
communicated  it ;  as  alfo ,  fome  Sche* 
dules  befides ,  with  References  to  o- 
thers,  for  me  to  make  ufe  of. 

Certain  it  is ,  he  had  laid  a  very 
large  Defign  of  colle&ing  together 
All  the  fveral  Ways  and  /deans 
which  are  carrying  on  in  this  Age,  to 
relieve  either  the  Spiritual  or  the  Tern* 
poral  Necejfities  of  Men ,  and  to  pro - 
mote  true  Chriflian  Knowledge  and 
Practice  both  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

For,  upon  a  very  natural  Reflexion, 
after  he  had  finijhed  this  his  Addrefs, 
how  hard  it  is  for  Perfons  of  Quality 
to  have  an  actual  Knowledge  of  that 
great  Variety  of  Mifery,  with  which 
the  Loweji  Part  of  their  Kind  is  af 
flitted  j  he  concluded  it  very  proper, 
to  reprefent  to  them  a  Scheme  of  the 
fever al  Wants  of  their  poor  Brethren, 

that 
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that  fo  whenever  they  are  difpofed 
to  do  an  Adi  of  Charity,  they 
may  never  want  a  proper  Me- 
thod  to  exert  it.  This ,  at  firfi ,  he 
propofed  to  himfelf  to  do  only  hy  Way 
of  Appendix  to  his  Addrefs  :  But 
when  he  had  fet  himfelf  to  Writing , 
the  Matter  did  fo  f well  upon  his 
Hands,  as  it  was  impojfihle  for  him 
to  bring  it  into  the  Compafs  which 
was  at  firfi  intended.  In  the  Mafiu- 
Jcript  which  was  delivered  to  me  by 
his  own  Hands ,  and  which  had  been 
before  fubmitted  to  the  Judgment  of 
an  excellent  Critick ,  there  was  no  more 
but  a  general  Scheme  of  the  feveral 
Methods  of  doing  Good ,  or  the  Heads 
of  an  Addrefs ,  upon  that  Subjetf ,  to 
Perfons  of  Quality ,  by  Way  of  Re- 
preientation  or  Memorial  :  And 
this  Memorandum  made ,  Here  are 
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to  be  inferted  the  feveral  Methods 
of  doing  Good,  by  Way  of  Ap¬ 
pendix  to  the  Addrefs.  I  did  not 
at  firfi  perceive ,  that  there  was  any 
Thing  wanting  ;  though  he  fearched 
his  Scrittoir  for  fomething  further  to 
give  me  ;  which  he  could  not  then 
find ;  but  after  his  Deceafe,  in  look¬ 
ing  over  his  Papers  with  one  of  his 
Executors ,  there  were  found  the  Sheets 
which  were  miffing.  It  cannot  yet  be 
pretended ,  that  thefe  have  received  his 
lafi  Hand  •  they  are  not  Jo  fairly  writ¬ 
ten  as  the  other  ;  and  feem  to  have 
been  laid  by  themfelves ,  in  order  to  a 
farther  Examination  and  Review. 
However ,  it  is  to  be  hoped ,  there 
will  nothing  be  found  in  them ,  but 
what  doth  perfectly  anfwer  the  Cha¬ 
racter  of  one ,  who  was  fo  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  Subjelt ,  and  was  fo 

true 
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true  a  Benefa&or  to  Mankind.  But 
Jhould  there ,  after  all ,  he  any  Faults 
deferving  Cenjure ,  either  in  the  Re' 
prefentative  Part ,  or  any  other y  they 
muft  not  be  imputed  to  Mr.  Nel¬ 
son;  but  to  his  Ed  itor,  who  is 
content  to  bear  all  the  Blame. 

For  though  it  is  plain ,  he  had  no 
Intention  to  let  himfelf  be  known  as 
the  Author  of  this  Piece ,  had  he 
lived  to  fee  it  publijhed ;  yet  it  can¬ 
not  be  thought ,  but  in  the  lafl  Po- 
lijhing ,  it  would  have  received  fame 
beautiful  Strokes  from  his  excellent 
Pen ,  which  now  it  will  appear  to 
want ;  and  perhaps  fome  more  exa& 
Notices  and  Particularities  might  have 
been  given  by  him ,  relating  to  the 
farther  Advancement  of  the  Methods 
herein  touched  upon  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly ,  as  to  thoje  which  may  refpeB 

more 
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more  immediately  the  Bodies  of  Men. 

As  this  was  not  drawn  up  all  at 
once ,  or  without  much  Interruption 
from  the  Multiplicity  of  Affairs , 
which  Charity  or  Friendfhip  had  en-, 
gaged  him  in  ;  and  as  there  may  have  . 
been  therefore  fome  confiderable  Di¬ 
fiance  ■ between  his  writing  fome  of 
the  Parts ;  it  is  not  poffible ,  but  in 
that  Interval  of  Time  fiver al  Altera¬ 
tions  mufi  neceffarily  have  fucceeded 
as  to  Fuels,  and  feveral  Dejigns 
carried  on  or  attempted ,  mufi  appear 
in  fomewhat  a  different  View.  To 
mention  no  others,  this  is  plain ,  in 
that  Branch  which  relates  to  the  So* 
ciey  jor  Reformation  of  Manners  j 
and  no  lefs  in  the  Account  of  the 
Libraries,  both  Parochial  and  others', 
fome  of  thefi  which  were  carrying  on, 
when  he  writ,  being  fmee  completed. 

However , 
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However^  there  is  nothings  I  dare 
Jh,  very  material  of  this  Kind  in 
any  of  the  Articles ,  which  may  not 
eajily  be  /apply  edy  either  from  the 
printed  Accounts  referred  to ,  or  from 
fome  of  the  Papers  annexed  at  the 
End. 

As  to  thofe  called  the  Religious 
Societies,  there  is  but  little  Men ' 
tion  here  made  of  themy  and  that 
only  incidentally.  His  Hefign  did 
not  feem  to  lead  him  to  that  Confi- 
deration  ;  and  he  had  before  fujjicf 
ently  declared  his  Sen/e  as  to  them , 
with  great  Judgment  and  Candory  in 
his  Companion  for  the  Fqftivals. 
In  the  Life  of  his  Friend  Bijhop 
Bull,  he  hath  a  Propofal  of  a  Semi-? 
nary  for  the  Candidates  of  Holy 
Orders,  agreeable  to  that  which  is 
here  offered  :  And  in  the  Circular 

Letter , 
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Letter ,  which  he  hath  preferred ,  of 
that  Bijhop  to  his  Clergy ,  there, are. 
federal  Methods  of  Chanty ,  W  of  / 
promoting  Chrifiian  Knowledge  recom - 
mended ,  e?/;/o6  ^re  <2//  taken  No¬ 
tice  of  and  eameflly  prejfed ,  except 
of  <2  fmall  Library  of  Books 
of  Practical  Divinity  for  Youth; 
which  yet  may  be  brought  under  the 
fecond  Article  of  Beneficence ,  that  of 
difir ibuting  good  Books.  Of  the 
Society  for  promoting  Chriftian 
Know  ledge,  whereof  he  was  fa 
very  ufejul  and  abiive  a  Member^ 
there  is  nothing  difiin&ly  faid  by  him , 
as  there  is  of  fever al  others ,  both 
the  Incorporated  and  Voluntary  :  But 
of  the  fever al  good  Works  they  are 
engaged  in ,  he  hath  not  been  forget¬ 
ful  to  make  due  Mention ; 1  and  whofo - 
ever  would  be  further  fat  is  fed,  as  to 

this 
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f&rj  excellent  Society ,  neei  hut 

confult  A  Letter  from  a  redding 
Member  of  it  in  London ,  to  a  cor- 
relponding  Member  in  the  Coun¬ 
try. 

What  other  Ways  and  Methods 
this  charitable  Gentleman  might  have 
had  in  his  View,  for  the  Service  of 
God's  Church ,  and  for  the  Welfare 
of  his  Country  ;  but  ejpecially  for  the 
true  Dignity  and  Honour  of  Perfons 
,  of  Rank  and  Quality ,  and  thofe  in 
particular ,  whom  he  was  per  fin  ally  ac- 
quainted  with,  or  related  unto  j  though 
it  cannot  be  faid  with  any  Certainty  : 
Jet  from" the  Rooks  which  he  hath 
published,  and  from  the  Minutes  which 
he  hath  left  behind  him ,  with  fime 
imperfeB  Sketches,  both  of  his  own 
and  others ,  it  may  not  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  divine  of  what  Sort  they  mufi 

be  i 
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be  ;  and  that  the  chief  End  which 
he  had  conjlantly  in  his  Eye }  was  to 
revive  the  Life  and  Spirit  of  genuine 
Chrijiianity  ,  and ,  without  any  par¬ 
tial  Rejpe&s  whatfoever ?  to  reftore  all 
Things  according  to  the  Primitive 
OEconomy  of  the  Churchy  and  as 
they  were  in  the  Beginning.  For 
there  are  fome  other  Heads  of  Cha¬ 
rity  minuted  down  by  him, ,  befides 
thofe  which  are  here  difcourfed  upon  j 
which  it  is  to  be  fuppofed ,  he  would 
have  alfo  recommended  to  Perfons  of 
Quality  by  this  Addrefs,  had  he  con¬ 
tinued  long  enough  with  us  to  publifh 
it  him f elf ;  and  which ,  in  the  Account 
that  is  preparing  of  his  Life ,  will  ne- 
ceffarily  fall  in  to  be  fpoken  of. 

It  appears ,  he  had  a  Defign  of 
ujing  his  beji  Endeavours  to  refiore 
the  mofi  ancient  Pra&ice  of  Vevo- 

a  tionj 
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tion^  in  relation  both  to  the  End  and 
the  Means  of  Religion  ;  partly  from 
the  ancient  Liturgies  and  Holy  Doblors 
of  the  Church  in  its  firfl  and  purejl 
Ages  ;  and  partly  from  the  beft  Ma¬ 
kers  among  the  Moderns  in  that  Di¬ 
vine  Art.  He  had  much  at  his 
Heart  the  great  Duty  of  Cbriftians 
with  refpeff  to  the  Chriftian  Sacri¬ 
fice  and  Sacrament,  and  had  laid 
thereupon  a  Dejign  of  encouraging , 
by  all  Means  in  his  Power ,  the  fre¬ 
quent  Celebration  of  and  Attendance 
upon  it.  He  was  truly  fenjible  of  all 
thofe  fever al  Wants  yet  unprovided 
for ,  whereof  a  pretty  large  Catalogue 
will  be  found,  after  the  Enumeration 
of  thofe  which  are  already  wholly , 
or  in  part  fiupplyed  by  thofe  Methods 
which  are  now  carrying  on  amongjl 
us ;  and  fuitable  Dejigns  were  ac¬ 
cordingly 
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cdrdingly  formed,  to  be  put  in  Execution , 

Jo  foon  as  the  Materials  for  it  Jhould 
be  fint  in.  and  a  favourable  Opportu¬ 
nity  Jhould  offer.  One  Favourite  De- 
Jign  he  had  for  fupporting  well-dif- 
pofed  Youths,  whether  at  the  Vniver- 
Jities  or  elfeewhere  ;  and  for  employ¬ 
ing  them  in  fucb  a  Manner,  as 
might  make  them  one  Day  to  Jhine 
with  a  peculiar  Luflre. 

The  lafi,  and  the  greatejl  Dejign 
which  he  had  of  doing  Good ,  is  here 
but  jujl  hinted  at :  It  was,  the  fit¬ 
ting  up  of  certain  Houfes  of  In- 
duftry  and  Piety,  as  a  Superflru- 
Bure  upon  thofi  Schools,  whereof  he 
was  Jo  eminent  a  Patron,  under  fetch 
Regulations  and  Orders,  as  might 
comprehend  in  them  all  that  which 
either  Good  Princes  and  Lawgivers 
have  for  the  Welfare  of  their  Corn * 

a  a  try 
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N. 

try  been  able  to  devife ,  or  which  the 
pious  Founders  of  Churches  and  Col¬ 
leges^  Hofpitals ,  and  other  Houfes 
of  Charity  and  Induflry  have  chiefly 
had  in  their  View.  which  it 

was  propofed ,  not  only  to  provide  a 
good  Education  for  Youth ,  and  a 
Religious  Retirement  for  the  Super¬ 
annuated^  but  a  comfortable  Subfi- 
fience  to  the  Poor  of  all  Sorts ,  with 
Profit  and  Advantage  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  Rich.  This  Project 
executed,  he  faid ,  might  require 
Ten  thoufand  Pounds  to  provide 
for  a  fuitable  Building  and  En¬ 
dowment  ;  though  this  well  ma¬ 
naged  might  procure  the  Erect¬ 
ing  of  feveral  ;  which,  in  a  few 
Years,  would  probably  be  able  to  main¬ 
tain  t hem f elves,  and  to  eafe  the  Pa - 
r'tfhes  within  fuch  a  TDiftribf,  of  their 

nume - 
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numerous  Poor  ;  as  aljo ,  to  raife  in 
Time ,  the  Value  of  Lands ,  and  to 
provide  the  mofi  able  Artifis ,  and 
beji  Work-Men ,  and  Work-Women , 
m  feveral  Occupations  and  Callings. 

None  could  ever  be  fitter ,  than  Mr. 

Nel  son,  for  beginning  and  car¬ 
rying  on  a  Dejign  of  fo  vafi  Extent , 
and  which  tended  fo  evidently ,  not 
only  to  the  Spiritual ,  Political 

Good  of  the  Kingdom  in  general  : 
Though  upon  the  Advice  of  a  Per- 
fon  of  great  Character^  who  was 
thought  fit  to  be  confulted  hereupon , 
he  agreed  the  proper  Method  would 
here  be  to  keep  the  general  Plan 
( as  appearing  too  great )  referved 
to  a  Few,  and  to  deliver  it  out  by 
Particulars,  fo  as  to  compleat,  in 
Time,  the  whole  Scheme  ;  even 
as  a  wife  Builder  doth  firft  lay  the 

a  3  Founda- 
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'Foundation  of  his  Work ,  and  then 
build  upon  it  by  Degrees ,  according 
to  the  Model  propofed  from  the  Be - 
ginning  of  it. 

Nor  would  this  have  been  too  great 
an  Attempt  for  fuch  a  Mafler- Builder 
to  have  enter'd  upon ,  being  herein 
afjijled  by  fome  few  Perfons  of  Qua - 
lityy  Eminent  for  their  Charity  and 
Piety.  And  indeed  the  great  End 
,  he  propofed  to  him f elf  in  keeping  up 
fuch  a  general  Acquaintance  and 
Friendjhip  with  Men  of  Figure  and 
Char abler ,  without  r  effect  to  Opinion 
or  Party ,  was^  that  he  might  be 
more  instrumental  in  doing  Good  to 
the  Souls  and  Bodies  of  Men ,  efpe* 
dally  of  his  Countrymen  after  the 
Flefh ,  and  Jo  fulfill  hereby  the  noble 
Scheme  of  Beneficence  delineated  in 

his 
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his  Mind ,  and  expreffed  in  part  by 
his  Pen^  in  the  following  Sheets . 

And  by  thefe ,  as  alfo  by  his  o- 
ther  Labours  which  remain  with  us^ 
he  ceafs  not  to  go  on  with  his 
Work ,  according  to  all  that  which 
God  did  put  into  his  Heart  to  doj 
and  to  folicite  the  Caufe  of  the  Poor 
and  the  Needy ,  as  when  he  was  pre- 
fent  with  us  in  the  Body.  And  it 
is  poffible ,  that  fome  who  were  not 
affe&ed  with  his  Bodily  Prefence , 
though  none  can  fay  that  was  con¬ 
temptible,  may  be  off ceded  now  with 
his  Letter,  which  he  hath  left  to  be 
opened  after  his  Departure  out  of  the 
Body ;  and  which  is  accordingly 
here  opened  and  prefented ,  firfi  to  all 
Perfins  of  Quality  and  Eftate ,  (  thof 
ejpecially  of  the  Third  Sort  here 
characterized  by  him  )  to  whom  it 

a  4  is 


xxiv  PREMONITION. 

is  more  peculiarly  addreffed.  And 
then  to  all  other  Perfons  of  what 
Quality  fcever ,  who  would  perfue 
their  true  Happinefs  and  Honour. 
AU  Commijfioner s  for  charitable  Vfes , 
and  mojl ,  or  all  the  Societies ,  not 
only  of  late  Tears  ere&ed ,  but  even 
thofe  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Re - 
formation ,  founded  for  advancing  Pu 
ety  and  Charity ,  will  find  themfelves 
here  concerned ,  and  poffibly  may  meet 
with  fomething  which  may  do  them 
fome  Service.  The  Governours  of 
Hofpitals ,  the  Trufiees  for  Charity - 
Schools ,  and  in  a  word ,  all  the  Sub - 
Jcribers  and  Contributors  to  any  of 
thefe  ufeful  Charities ,  zzzzzy  fere  rfz/-. 
coz/er  fomething ,  zY  zY  Zo  be  hoped , 
for  their  Purpofe1  and  may  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  promote  thofe  fever al  re > 

fpeciive 
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JpeBi  ve  Charities  in  the  hefi  Man - 
ner,  and  to  the  beji  Advantage. 

I  am  not ,  however ,  infenjible ,  f&rt 
there  are  no  Methods  of  doing  Goodf 
againft  which  Jbme  Obje&ions  may 
not  be  raifed  \  and ,  therefore ,  Jhall 
not  be  at  all  furprized  at  any  Thing 
that  may  be  faid  by  any ,  e/f&er  m 
a  ludicrous  or  ferious  Manner ,  o- 
gainji  thofe ,  or  any  of  thofe  which 
are  here  advanced ;  or  againft  the 
kind  Hand  which  hath  been  moved 
to  reach  them  forth.  It  is  not  de~ 
nyed ,  but  the  Ezercife  of  Charity , 
both  towards  the  Bodies  and  the 
Souls  of  our  Neighbours ,  may  lay  a 
Man  fometimes  open  to  feveral  Fail¬ 
ings  ;  and  there  may  certainly  be  a 
Zeal  for  doing  Good ,  which  may  do 
more  Hurt  to  the  Caufe  of  God 
and  Religion ,  than  Service.  And 

even 


xxv  i  PREMONITION. 

V  -  t 

even  the  very  wife fi ,  and  mojl  rar 
tional  Ways  of  Beneficence ,  are  not 
fecure  enough  from  being  fpoiled  by 
weak  Undertakers  and  Managers. 
Some  may  too  haftily  and  zealoujly 

perfue  the  befl  laid  Defigns ,  and 

thereby  render  them  abortive  :  Some 
may  value  themfelves ,  or  others ,  too 
much  for  that ,  which  they  can  claim 
no  Merit  in ,  and  which  they  are 
indifpenfably  bound  to  perform :  Some 
may  make  even  Shipwreck  of  the 

Faith ,  and  the  other  Duties  of  the 
Chrijiian  Religion ,  for  the  Sake  of 
Charity ,  or  rather  for  the  Appea¬ 
rance  of  it  ;  they  may  iiegletl  the 
Care  of  their  Families ,  they  may  o- 
mit  the  Funhfions  of  their  Callings  • 
they  may  forget  the  Obligations  they 
are  under  at  the  fame  time  to  o- 
thers ;  they  may  give  the  Reins  to 

Good - 


I 


PREMONITION,  xxvii 

Good-Nature^  by  which  they  may 
draw  down  upon  the mf elves  many  E- 
vils ,  from  ill  and  defigning  Men  ; 
or  they  may  be  either  too  eafy  and 
yielding  in  Compliance  with  the  Pro- 
pofals  of  others ,  or  with  Opinions  and 
Cufloms  generally  received  \  or ,  on  the 
other  hand ,  too  opinionative  and  ob- 
flinate  in  the  Perfuit  op  their  own 
particular  Schemes  and  Methods.  All 
this  is  readily  granted. 

But  nothing  of  all  this  can  affect 
the  'Defign  of  this  Reprefentation , 
which  fuppofes  every  where  the  Rules 
of  Prudence  and  Right  Reafcn,  as 
well  as  the  Conduct  of  Divine  Grace  ; 
which  is  founded  upon  the  mofl  Jo- 
lid  Bajis  of  Experience ,  and  fup- 
ported  by  incontefiable  Teftimonies. 

And  being  Jo  well  founded }  and  Jo 
Jlrongly  fupport-ed ,  that  is ,  as  to  all 
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the  Main  Branches ,  the  Grounds 
and  Reafons  of  this  Charitable  Ad - 
drefs,  will ,  I  doubt  not ,  but  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  Satisfactory  by  Impartial 
Judges,  and  flighted  by  Hone,  but 
fuch  as  are  Blind,  no  lefs  to  their 
Own,  than  to  the  Common  Good  of 
the  Society  wherein  they  live.  And, 
I  think,  all  the  Objections  which 
can  be  brought  againft  it,  are  fo  clear¬ 
ly  and  fully  anfwerd  in  the  conclu- 
ding  Bart,  as  not  much  is  to  be 
feared  from  Any  on  that  Head.  Let 
none  then  pretend  to  fay,  that  fuch 
an  Application  as  this  is  unfef ena¬ 
ble  now ;  for  it  will  be  at  all  Times 
feafonable,  and  at  all  Times  welcome 
to  thofe ,  whofe  Hearts  God  J hall 
open,  or  who  have  a  right  Senfe  of 
their  Interef,  both  here  and  here¬ 
after. 

When 

f  f 
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When  this  Addrefs  was  commit - 
ted  to  my  Care ,  the  Author  had  for 
Jbme  little  Time  before  laid  a  Scheme 
of  another  Addrefs ,  the  Plan  of 
which  might  be  perhaps  about  as 
large  as  this  ;  it  was  An  Addrefs 
to  all  the  true  Lovers  of  Devo¬ 
tion,  agreeable  to  his  Practice  of 
true  Devotion,  which  concealing  his 
own  Name ,  he  had  fome  few  Tears 
before  privately  Jloln  into  the  World 
for  the  Sake  of  the  truly  Devout. 

This  he  was  obliged ,  by  his  grow¬ 
ing  Indifpofition  of  Body,  to  cut  fort, 
having  propofed  to  himfelf,  he 
fays ,  a  larger  Scheme  ;  but  he  lived 
to  fie  it  publijhed,  and  prefixed  to  a 
Book ,  entituled.  The  ChriftianV 
Exercife.  And  of  this  he  [aid,  it 
would  be  confidered  as  his  Dying 
Addrefs  ;  being  calculated  for  none, 

but 
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but  fucb  as  being  Dead  to  the  World, , 
tvere  willing  to  make  the  Union  of 
their  Souls  to  God,  the  grand 
End  of  their  Lives  :  But  of  that 
which  is  here  now  prefented  to  View , 
he  was  willing  it  jhould  come ,  as  in 
the  Nature  of  a  Bequeft  or  Le¬ 
gacy,  after  his  Deceafe ,  to  the  Per - 
Jons  therein  principally  concerned. 

There  are  Jome  Original  and  o- 
ther  Valuable  Papers ,  which  relate  to 
Jome  of  the  Methods  of  Doing 
Good  here  treated  on ,  added  in  an 
Appendix.  They  are  but  few  in - 
deed ,  among  a  great  many'  which 
had  been  with  no  fmall  Care  collected 
by  Mr.  Nelson:  But  rather  than 
dog  the  Book ,  and  confequently  Jwell 
the  Price ,  it  was  thought  advifeable 
to  lay  afide  the  rejl  for  the  prefent ; 
keeping  them  either  for  the  Publica' 

tion 
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tion  of  his  Life ,  which  is  dejigned  to 
follow ,  or  for  fome  other  Opportunity. 

Now  it  might  be  expected  from 
the  Reader ,  that  a  Character  jbould  be 
here  given  of  the  Perfon ,  who  hath 
fhewed  himfelf  fo  Real  a  Benefactor 
to  the  World ;  but,  befides  that  1  am 
herein  happily  prevented  by  the  Fune¬ 
ral  Difcourje  of  a  very  worthy  Di¬ 
vine,  who  knew  him  very  well ;  this 
can  no  where ,  I  think ,  be  better  done , 
than  it  is  in  the  following  Piece,  which 
is  the  exprefs  Portrait  of  his  Mind, 
wherein  he  hath  drawn  himfelf  to  the 
Life,  and  in  this  beautiful  Image, 
made  appear  all  the  Lineaments  of  a 
true  Christian  Hero,  and  a 
Friend  to  Mankind. 
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T  O 


Introduction. 


H  E  great  Advantages 
of  Your  Birth,  im¬ 
prov'd  by  a  Polite  E- 

ducation,  incline  You 

to  receive  all  Strangers  with  Cour- 
tefy  and  Affability  -  and  that  Good- 
Breeding,  in  which  You  particu¬ 
larly  excell,  will  fuffer  none  to  ap¬ 
proach  You,  without  finding  the 
agreeable  Influences  of  Your  Civi¬ 
lity.  And  tho*  it  is  poflible,  that  ' 

B  impor- 
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importunate  Solicitations  may 
prove  tirefome,  when  Men  prefs 
upon  You,  only  to  advance  their 
Profit  and  Advantage ;  yet  when 
they  addrefs  You,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
mote  Your  own  Happinefs,  the 
Matter  feems  of  that  Conlequence, 
that  they  may  reafonably  promife 
themfelves  a  very  favourable  Re¬ 
ception. 

It  is  upon  this  Ground,  that  I 
now  venture  to  make  this  'Appli¬ 
cation  to  You ;  alluring  myfelf, 
that,  as  a  Stranger,  I  (hall  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  all  that  Genteelnefs,  that 
fo  ufually  adorns  Your  Station  in 
the  World,  and  for  which  You  are 
fo  juftly  famous.  But  when  I  far¬ 
ther  pretend  to  engage  You  in  fuch 
Meafures,  as  will  make  You  truly 

Great, 
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Great,  and  enter  You  into  the  Pof- 
ieflion  of  a  folid  and  fubftantial 
Happinefs,  which  You  vainly  pur- 
fue  by  all  the  trifling  Concerns  of 
Life  j  I  promife  mylelf  the  utmoft 
Marks  and  Teftimonies  of  Your 
Candour  and  Ingenuity.  So  that  a 
patient  Hearing,  accompanied  with 
attentive  Confideration,  is  the  leafl: 
RefpeCr,  I  prefume,  You  will  pay  to 
what  1  am  about  to  propofe  to  You. 

I. 

I  am  not  fo  vain,  as  to  imagine, 
that  this  Addrefs  will  be  able  to 
make  any  Impreffion  upon  fuch 
Great  Perfons,  as  have  abandoned 
all  Principles  of  Religion  \  who 
live  by  Senfe,  and  not  by  Faith  ; 
who  confine  all  their  Expectations 
of  Happinefs  to  this  World,  and 
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look  upon  Heaven  and  Hell,  only 
as  airy  Speculations,  fit  to  enter¬ 
tain  and  amufe  Ignorant  and  Cre¬ 
dulous  Minds.  No ;  fuch  are  given 
up,  by  the  juft  Judgment  of  GOD, 
to  a  Reprobate  Senfe,  to  work  all 
Vncleannefs  with  Greedinefs.  And 
*  therefore*  before  they  can  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  take  any  Care  of 
their  Souls,  they  muft  be  convin¬ 
ced,  That  thefe  are  Immortal; 
That  they  are  diftinft  Beings  from 
their  Bodies,  and  are  capable  of 
fubfifting  in  a  State  of  Separation  ; 
That  they  ftiall  give  an  Account  of 
their  Aftions,  and  receive  eternal 
Rewards  or  Punilhments,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  their  Obedience  or  Difo- 
bedience ;  That  the  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion  is  aDi  vine  Revelation, and  that 

it  contains  the  only  Method  of  re¬ 
conciling 
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conciling  us  to  the  Favour  of  GOD 
in  this  World,  and  of  qualifying 
us  for  the  Enjoyment  of  Him  in 
the  next.  But  it  is  not  the  Defign 
of  this  Addrefs,  to  prove  Firft  Prin¬ 
ciples  :  The  Perfons  thus  affe&ed 
muff  be  referred  to  fuch  *  Books, 

*  Bijhop  Wilkins  of  Natural  Religion.  A 
fljort  Method  with  the  Deifis .  Dr.  Clarke’s 
Boyl  €  s'  LettUres.  Grotius,  of  the  Truth  of 
the  Chrifiian  Religion.  Dr.  Jenkyn,  of  the 
Truth  and  Certainty  of  the  Chrifiian  Religion . 

The  ancient  Apologies  for  the  Chrifiian  Religion y 
tranfiated  lately ,  with  admirable  Notes ,  by  Mr. 
Reeves.  And  feveral  Sermons  of  Archbijhop 
Tillotfon  upon  thefe  Subjects.  Vol.  13.  To 
thefe,mention’d  by  theAuthor,may  be  added, 

The  Defence  and  Continuation  of  the  Jh or t  Me¬ 
thod  with  the  Deifis.  Dr.  Bentley’s  Sermons ,  and 
his  Phileleutherus  Lipfienfis,  againfi  the  Free¬ 
thinkers.  Dr.  Stillingfleet’i  Letter  to  a  Deifi . 

An  Anfwer  to  the  Hifiory  of  Oracles ,  and  the 
Continuation  of  it.  Ditton  upon  the  Refurre- 
Bion,  Dr.  Hickes’s  Preliminary  Difcourfe  to 
his  Chrifiian  Priefihood.  Dr.  Grew  and  Mr . 

Ray  upon  the  Works  of  Creation .  Sir  Matthew 
HaleV  Origination  of  Mankind.  Mr.  Der- 
ham’s  Phy fie o-Theo logy  and  Aftro  -  Theology  \ 
with  fome  Theological  Pieces  of  the  Honourable 
Founder  of  that  Lecture . 

B  £  whichj 
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which ,  GOD  be  thanked,  a- 
bound  among  us ;  wherein  they 
may  clearly  difcover  the  Truth 
and  Certainty  both  of  Natural  and 
Reveal’d  Religion,  provided  they 
bring  teachable  Difpofitions,  and 
difengage  themfelves  from  fuch 
Brutifh  Lufts,  as  blind  the  Eyes 
of  their  Underftandings :  Condi¬ 
tions,  which  even  Heathen  Philo- 
fophers  required  from  thofe  they 
initiated  into  their  Sedf,  and  who 
propofed  any  Advantage  to  them- 
lelves  from  their  Lectures  of  Mo¬ 
rality. 

II. 

And  as  there  are  fome  fo  far 
abandon’d  to  a  State  of  Infidelity, 
and  Prophanenefs,  that  I  cannot 
reafonably  expert  they  fhould  re¬ 
ceive 


Perfons  of  Qiiality- 

ceive  any  Benefit  from  this  Appli¬ 
cation  ;  fo  there  are  others  of  great 
Quality,  (I  fpeak  it  upon  my  own 
Knowledge,  and  to  the  Honour 
and  Glory  of  GOD)  who  do 
not  want  it.  They  have  the  great 
Bufinefs  of  Life  conftantly  in 
View.  They  are  regular  and 
fervent  in  their  Devotions,  juft 
in  all  their  Dealings,  temperate 
in  all  their  Enjoyments,  humble 
in  all  their  Proceedings,  and  rea¬ 
dy  to  every  good  Work.  They 
want  no  Solicitation  to  any  pious 
and  charitable  Defign,  but  are  as 
eager  to  find  out  fit  Obje&s,  as 
the  Miferable  are  to  find  Relief. 
The  Power  and  Authority  they 
have  received  from  GOD,  they 
return  to  Him  again,  by  influen¬ 
cing  their  Children,  their  Rela- 

B  4  dons, 
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tions,  their  Domefticks,  and  all 
their  Dependents,  to  become  his 
faithful  Servants :  And  they  value 
their  high  Rank  and  Station  in  the 
"World,  chiefly  as  it  is  an  Inftru- 
inent  of  doing  Good,  indeed,  it 
mijft  be  confefs’d,  that  we  have 
not  many  of  thefe  bright  Exam¬ 
ples  ;  but  let  us  praife  GOD 
for  thofe  few,  that  fhine  with  a 
diftinguifbing  Luftre;  and  let  us 
befeech  Him,  in  his  infinite  Mer¬ 
cy,  daily  to  increafe  their  Number. 

III. 

Those  whom  I  hope  to  in¬ 
fluence,  are  fuch  Perfons  of  Qua¬ 
lity,  as  have  not  been  altogether 
negle&ed  in  their  Education ; 
but  have  been  inftru&ed  in  all 
the  neceflary  Points  of  Chriftiani- 

•tyf 
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ty ;  who  have  not  caft  off  all  Care 
of  their  Salvation,  and  yet  through 
the  Wiles  of  Satan,  and  the  falfe 
Maxims  of  a  corrupted  World,  are 
often  carried  down  the  Stream, 
and  are  made  a  Prey  to  the  De¬ 
vices  of  the  one,  and  to  the  Allure¬ 
ments  of  the  other ;  who  are  apt 
to  fet  too  great  a  Value  upon  the 
Advantages  of  their  Birth  and  For¬ 
tune,  and  confequently  to  con¬ 
temn  thofe  that  are  deftitute  of 
fuch  ornamental  Trappings  of 
Life ;  who  govern  their  Actions 
more  by  the  Opinion  of  others, 
than  the  Rule  of  their  Duty ;  and 
who  fometimes  facrifice  their  In¬ 
nocence  to  Cuftom  and  Fafhion ; 
who  too  much  indulge  the  Luxu¬ 
ry  of  Life,  and  are  too  bufy  with 
the  vain  Diverfions  of  a  wicked 

Age; 
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Age;  who  confume  upon  them- 
felves  that  Portion  of  the  good 
Things  of  this  Life,  which  they 
are  entrufted  with  for  the  Relief 
and  Support  of  the  Poor  and  Mi- 
ferable ;  who  fpend  too  large  a 
Share  of  their  Time  about  Trifles ; 
and  tho’  they  believe  Religion, 
and  the  happy  Confequences  that 
attend  it,  yet  are  languid  and  neg¬ 
ligent  in  the  Purfuit  of  it,  and  do 
not  apply  themfelves  with  Vi¬ 
gour  and  Watchfulnefs  to  fecure 
their  everlafting  Salvation,  and 
to  avoid  the  Miferies  of  a  fad  E- 
ternity. 

IV. 

Now  nothing  reflects  greater 
Contempt  upon  all  the  Prudence 
of  the  Men  of  this  World,  than 

the 
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the  Vanity  of  their  Undertakings, 
and  the  Ineffectual  Means  they 
ufe,  to  purfue  and  attain  Happi- 
nefs.  And  when  I  confider  thofe 
great  Genius  s  fitted  for  the  moft 
important  Affairs,  and  formed  by 
the  Difcipline  of  Courts  and 
Camps ;  who  are  look’d  upon  as 
the  Soul  of  the  Body  Politick, 
and  as  the  very  Life  of  thofe  States 
that  are  committed  to  their  Con¬ 
duct  :  When  I  refleCt  upon  thofe 
Extraordinary  Men,  who  feem  al¬ 
ways  to  carry  the  Fate  of  Part 
of  the  World  in  their  Heads; 
who  are  employed  in  railing  or  de- 
ftroying  Empires ;  who  give  Peace 
or  War  at  their  Pleafure :  methinks 
I  fee  a  Company  of  Children  up¬ 
on  the  Sea-Shore,  earneft  in  heap¬ 
ing  up  Cockle-Shells,  or  ereCting 

Cattles 
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Cadies  of  Sand,  which  the  leaft 
Wind  overturns,  and  which  the 
firft  Wave  infallibly  fwallows  up. 


) 


B ut  the  Happinefs  I  propofe 
to  You,  is  fure  and  certain,  not  to 
be  undermined  by  the  Art  or  Skill 
of  any  bold  Competitor.  It  (lands 
upon  a  firm  and  lading  Founda¬ 
tion  ;  and  tho’  the  Rains  may  de- 
icend,  the  Floods  come,  and  the 
Winds  blow ;  tho’  Troubles  and 
Perfecutions ,  like  Storms  and 
1  empeds,  may  threaten  to  deftroy 
it ;  yet  it  fails  not,  becaufe  it  is 
founded  upon  a  Rock.  All  the 
Pains  and  Labour  You  take  in  the 
Profecution  of  it,  will  be  abun¬ 


dantly  recompenfed  by  the  Bounty 
of  that  Infinite  Goodnefs,  that  be- 
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flows  it ;  for  the  leaf!:  Service  done 
for  GOD,  will  be  owned  by  Hina 
at  the  laft  Day ;  a  Cup  of  cold 
Water,  given  for  the  fake  of  Chrift, 
fhall  not  lofe  its  Reward.  In  fliort, 
the  Object,  recommended  to  Your 
vigorous  Purfuit,  defer  ms  the  ut- 
moft  Diligence  of  all  Tour  Days.  It 
particularly  requires  Your  raoft 
zealous  Application,  from  thofe 
Difficulties  and  Temptations  that  at¬ 
tend  Your  Circumftances  in  this 
World.  And  the  Negledt  of  it 
will  make  You  the  moft  milerable 
of  Men,  by  reafon  of  the  Ahufe  of 
thofe  diffimguijhing  Talents ,  which 
the  Providence  of  GOD  hath 
committed  to  Your  Management. 
Surely  thefe  are  Motives  fufficient 
to  prevail  upon  You  to  mind  the 
Things  that  belong  to  Your  Peace, 

before 
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before  they  are  hid  from  Youf 
Eyes.  Thefe  are  Arguments,  that 
fhould  engage  fuch  as  value  them- 
felves  upon  their  Reajon ,  to  fecure 
a  lafting  and  durable  Happinefs, 
by  a  noble  Series  of  vertuous  and 
pious  Actions,  before  the  Means 
and  Opportunity  of  Working  are 
fnatched  from  them.  For  only 
thefe  *  Methods  can  refcue  You 
from  Oblivion,  and  give  Immor¬ 
tality,  when  Your  magnificent  Pa¬ 
laces,  and  ftately  Monuments  of 
Marble,  fhall  moulder  into  the 
Duft,  and  the  World  itfelf  fhall 
be  no  more. 


-*  Tantum  manet,  quod  virtute  &  refle  faftis 
fu  conftmus,  Cic.  de  Scneet. 


W  is  s 
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VI. 

Wise  Men  proportion  their 
Care  to  the  Value  of  Things; 
they  are  not  ufed  to  confume  their 
Labour  in  Trifles,  and  to  neglect 
Matters  of  the  greatefl:  Moment ; 
but  regard  every  Thing  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  Degree  of 
its  Confequence,  and  according  to 
the  Influence  it  hath  upon  their 
Happinefs.  From  whence  it  muft 
be  concluded,  that  what  is  moft 
neceflary  to  that  End,  juftly  chal¬ 
lenges  to  be  minded  by  You  in 
the  firft  place,  and  other  Things 
only  as  far  as  they  are  confiftent 
with  the  main  Bufinefs,  or  fubfer- 
vient  to  it. 

N  o  vv«, 

I  v 

If*  — 

s'  -  ■ 
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;  vii.  - 

4  .  y 

Now,  that  Salvation  ought  to 
be  the  chief  Concern,  the  great 
End  to  which  You  ought  to  direct 
all  Your  Actions,  is  plain  from 
the  exprefs  Declaration  of  GOD 
Himfelf,  whofe  Authority  ought 
to  (Hence  all  Doubts  or  Debates  in 
this  Matter.  There  is  no  Truth 
more  clearly  reveal’d  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  nor  eftablilh’d  by  great¬ 
er  Evidence,  nor  recommended 
with  greater  Earneftnefs,  than  that 
it  will  not  frofit  You ,  to  gain  the  whole 
World ,  and  lofe  Your  own  Soul.  How 
many  LefTons,  how  many  Exam¬ 
ples,  how  many  Miracles,  deli¬ 
ver’d  in  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment,  to  make  You  apprehend  the 
Importance  of  One  Thing  necejjary  ? 

Nay, 
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Nay,  it  is  of  that  Moment,  that 
the  Great  G  O  D  of  Heaven  and 
Earth  hath  not  judg’d  it  unwor¬ 
thy  His  Thoughts  andApplication. 
He  hath  not  only  from  all  Eternity 
vouchfafed  to  take  Your  Cafe  into 
Confederation,  and,  in  the  Order 
of  His  free  and  eternal  Decrees, 
purpofed  to  make  Creatures  capa¬ 
ble  of  knowing  and  loving  Him, 
and  enjoying  Him  eternally :  He 
hath  not  only  a£ted  according  to 
this  Determination,  and  in  Time 
executed  that  gracious  Defign , 
which  He  formed  before  all  Ages ; 
but  this  feems  to  have  been  His 
Favourite  Work,  what  He  hath  ai¬ 
med  at  by  all  His  Operations,  in 
regard  to  His  Creatures.  So  that 
the  Creation,  of  the  World,  the 
Order  and  Connexion  of  all  its 
’ - :  ,  - '  C  Parts, 
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Parts,  the  Embelli foments  with 
which  the  Creator  has  been  pleas’d 
to  adorn  them,  the  continual  Care 
He  takes  to  preferve  them,  and 
to  co-operate  to  the  Production 
of  all  the  Effects  of  particular 
Caufes:  Add  to  this,  all  thofe 
great  Events,  which,  in  the  Civil 
World,  aftonifo  and  confound  the 
foallow  Politicks  and  vain  Pru¬ 
dence  of  Men,  thofe  unforefeen 
Strokes  which  are  attributed  to 
the  Caprice  of  Fortune,  thofe  Ele¬ 
vations  which  are  fo  fudden,  thofe 
Falls  which  are  fo  precipitated, 
the  Eftablifoment  and  Ruin  of 
Kingdoms,  their  Increafe,  and 
their  Decay,  are  all  the  Works 
of  GOD’s  Hands ;  but  of  a  GOD, 
who,  in  every  Thing,  defigns  the 
Happinefs  and  Salvation  of  His 

Crea- 
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Creatures,  who  thereby  tries  dif¬ 
ferent  Methods  to  bring  about 
fuch  a  blefled  Purpofe. 

K 

VIII. 

But  in  the  Difpenfation  of 
Grace,  what  has  He  not  done,  or 
what  could  He  do,  but  with  a  Re¬ 
lation  to  this  Profpedf?  Becaule 
Grace  hath  fo  effential  a  Reference 
to  our  Salvation :  Hath  not  the 
Law  of  Nature  a  Tendency  to  efta- 
blifti  the  Written  Law  ?  And  what 
is  the  Written  Law, but  a  continued 
Preparation  to  the  Law  of  Grace  ? 
And  is  not  the  Law  of  Grace  a 
Difpenfation  of  Saltation  and  Hap- 
pinefs,  wherein  GOD  did  not  only 
vouchfafe  to  contrive  the  Method  of 
our  Redemption,  but  was  pleas’d, 
out  of  His  Infinite  Goodnefs  and 

C  2  Mercy, 
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Mercy,  to  fend  His  only  begotten 
Son  into  the  World,  that  all  that 
believe  in  Him^  Jhould.  not  perijh ,  but 
have  eternal  Life  ?  Did  the  Son  of 
GOD  Himfelf  think  it  worth  his 
while  to  lay  down  His  own  Life, 
to  procure  Salvation  for  You  ?  And 
cannot  You  think  it  worth  Your 
while  to  lay  out  Your  Lives  in  the 
Purfuit  of  it  ?  Is  it  poffible  there¬ 
fore  for  You  to  imagine,  that  an 
Affair,  which  hath  employed  the 
Thoughts  of  infinite  Wifdom  for 
fo  many  Ages;  for  which  He  made 
all  Things;  for  which  He  hath 
wrought  fuch  great  and  wondrous 
Works ;  ftiould  not  be  worthy  of 
Your  utmoft  Care  and  Applica¬ 
tion  ?  Do  You  think  GOD  can 
either  trifle,  or  be  impos’d  upon  ? 

Is  it  credible  He  would  have  been 

fo 
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fo  felicitous  in  a  Matter  of  no 
Confequence,  in  an^  Affair  not 
worthy  even  the  Thoughts  ancT 
Application  of  a  Mortal  ?  This 
amazing  Procedure  of  Infinite 

Goodnefs  fhould  rather  make  us 

*> 

break  out  into  Admiration,  with 
the  Royal  Prophet :  Lord!  What 
is  Man ,  that  Thou  art  mindful  of 
him  ?  or  the  Son  of  Man ,  that  Thou 
Jhouldfi  thus  conjider  him  ? 

m 

Yet  farther  to  convince  You 
of  the  Value  of  the  Prize  that  is 

i  j 

fet  before  You,  it  is  neceffary  for 
You  to  confider  the  Nature  of  that 
Salvation,  that  courts  Your  beft 
Endeavours.  It  is  no  lefs  than  a 
Deliverance  from  Your  Sins, which 
are  the  Marks  of  the  greateft  Sla« 

C  3  very; 
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very :  It  is  a  Deliverance  from 
Eternal  Death,  which  is  the  dread- 
fulleft  Punifhment.  And  it  im¬ 
plies  the  Pofleffion  of  an  Infinite 
Good,  which  is  G  O  D  Himfelf, 
which  once  loft,  is  loft  for  ever. 

•y  *  <f  *  -y  y 

X. 

What  corrupt  Humours  are 
to  Your  Bodies,  that  Sin  is  to 
Your  Souls,  their  Difeafe  and  their 
Death.  All  irregular  Paffions  may 
flatter  You  with  the  Profpedl  of 
Joy  and  Pleafure,  but  the  Grati¬ 
fication  of  them  will  foon  difco- 
ver  their  mifihievous  Intentions. 
They  will  quickly  rob  You  of 
Your  Quiet  and  Repofe,  and  de¬ 
prive  You  of  Your  Liberty,  and 
embitter  Your  Days  with  Sorrow 
gnd  Sadnefs.  The  Foundation  of 

a  true 
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a  true  Inward  Peace  muft  be  laid  in 
Innocence  or  Repentance ;  for  it  is 
impoffible,  in  the  Nature  of 
Things,  for  Sin  and  Happinefs 
to  dwell  together.  How  mifera- 
ble  is  a  Life  led  by  Paffion  ?  for 
fometimes  You  are  tormented  by 
the  Difappointment  of  what  You 
moft  defire  and  covet ;  and  even 
when  You  fucceed  and  enjoy  what 
Your  Hearts  can  wifh,  how  fel- 
dom  does  it  produce  the  Satisfa¬ 
ction  You  expeft?  And  when 
Your  corrupt  Tafte  is  moft  delight¬ 
ed,  how  near  are  You  to  Ruin,  by 
Feeding  Your  Difeafe?  At  beft, 
the  Pleafures,  that  arife  from 
Your  Sins,  are  fhort  and  momen¬ 
tary  ;  but  the  Anguilh  and  Smart 
that  flows  from  them,  is  lafting  and 
durable ;  they  cloud  Your  Under- 

C  $  ftandings, 


v>. 
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ftandings,  and  impair  the  Vigour 
of  Your  Minds  ;  they  diforder 
Your  Bodies,  and  rob  them  of 
their  Strength  and  Beauty ;  they 
fink  Your  Reputation,  and  make 
You  mean  and  contemptible  in  the 
Eyes  of  all  Wife  and  Good  Men ; 
they  chain  You  to  the  Oar,  and 
make  You  a£b  contrary  to  Your 
own  Senfe  and  cool  Judgment. 
And  doth  not  that  Salvation  de- 
ferve  Your  utmoft  Diligence,  that 
fets  You  free  from  fuch  impe* 
lious  and  cruel  Matters  ? 

XL 

But  above  all,  Your  Sins  render 
You  uncapable  of  the  Happinefs  of 
Heaven ;  for  Vertue  and  Piety 
are  not  only  Conditions  of  Your 

Salvation,  but  are  neceflary  Qua* 

lifications 


Perfons  of  Quality. 

Yifications  and  Difpofitigns  for  it. 
You  muft  have  fome  Tafte  and  Re- 
lifh  for  the  Pleafures  of  an  invi¬ 
sible  World,  before  the  Enjoyment 
of  them  can  poflibly  conftitute 
Your  chief  Felicity.  You  muft 
be  temperate,  and  chafte,  and  mor¬ 
tify ’d  to  Your  Carnal  Appetites, 
if  You  defign  Your  Happinefs  in 
a  Place  where  there  are  no  fuitable 
Objects  prefent  to  content  them. 
You  muft  lay  afide  all  Malice  and 

V 

Envy  7,  before  the  Happinefs  of 
another  can  have  Power  enough  to 
increafe  Your  own.  You  muft 
be  quiet  and  peaceable,  beforeYou 
can  be  pleas’d  with  the  Regions 
of  Mercy  and  Love.  You  muft 
diveft  Yourfelf  of  Pride  and  Am¬ 
bition,  if  You  will  rejoyce  in  the 
Exaltation  of  the  meaneft  of  Men ; 

whofe 
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whofe  Piety  juftly  giveth  them  the 
Precedency.  You  muft  value  the 
Saints  of  GOD,  before  You  can 
delight  in  their  Company  and  So- 
ciety.  And  You  muft  be  like 
G  O  D  in  the  Temper  and  Difpo- 
fition  of  Your  Minds,  if  ever  You 
expert  to  rejoy ce  in  His  bleffed 
Prefence.  And  doth  not  that  Sal- 

<r-  .lAV 

vation  call  for  Your  utmoft  Appli¬ 
cation,  which  alone  can  make  You 
capable  to  enjoy  the  ineffable  Blef- 


I 


XII. 

But  however  unwilling  You 
may  be  to  part  with  Your  Sins; 
yet  I  am  perfuaded,  You  are  not 
fond  of  that  eternal  Punilbment, 
which  is  the  juft  Confequence  of 
them.  For  who  can  choofe  to 

dwell 
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dvvell  with  Everlafting  Burnings  ? 
Who  can  be  content  to  bewail 
themfelvesin  endlefs  Mifery  ?  And 
therefore,  doth  not  that  Salvation 
deferyeYourgreateftDiligence,that 
delivers  You  from  the  Worm  of 
Confidence  that  never  dies,  from 
the  Horrors  of  Darknefs  that  ad- 
mit  not  the  leaft  Glympfe  of  Light, 

from  the  Pains  of  Hell  that  are 

<  ?  *  -  *  *  •  • 

everlafting?  And  fure  there  is  no, 
Man,  that  hath  his  Senfes  about 

7  tff  *  5  f  i  ;  i 

him,  and  believes  a  future  State 
of  Torment,  but  muft  earneftly 
defire  to  be  fecured  from  it. 

XIII. 

I  n  Abort,  what  I  addrefs  You 
about,  imports  no  lefs  than  the 
Lofs  or  Gain  of  an  Infinite  Goof 
which  is  GOD,  and  the  Enjoy¬ 
ment 


2.8  *  An  Addrefs  to 

ment  or  Deprivation  of  Him,  to 
all  Eternity.  Now,  if  the  Blef- 
fed  Spirits  above,  who  fee  GOD 
Face  to  Face,  and  live  in  the  tranf- 
porting  Extafies, which  fuch  a  Per¬ 
fect  Object  raifes  in  them,  and  are 
inflamed  with  Love,  burning  con¬ 
tinually  before  the  Throne :  If 
thefe  Blefled  Spirits,  I  fay,  could 
admit  into  their  Hearts  thofe  o~ 
ther  Paffions,  of  which  we  are  fo 
fufceptible  here  below ;  what  Fear, 
nay,  what  Horror,  would  feize 
their  Minds ,  when  they  heard 
thofe  dreadful  Words,  to  lofe  GOD, 
to  lofe  Him  beyond  Recovery ,  and  to 
lofe  Him  for  all  Eternity  ?  And  a- 
mong  the  unhappy  Victims  of 
the  Vengeance  and  Hatred  of  the 
Lop,  among  thofe  Souls  con¬ 
demned  for  ever  to  the  Miferies 

of 
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of  Hell,  in  thofe  horrid  Prifons 
where  all  Sorts  of  Punilhments 
meet  to  torment  them,  can  there 
be  any  Thing  more  terrible  and 
dreadful, than  that  Thought  which 
continually  racks  them,  of  a  GOD 
that  is  lofi ,  and  that  beyond  Recove¬ 
ry  ,  and  lofi  for  all  Eternity  ? 

xiv. 

I  f  the  Men  of  this  World  are 
prevailed  upon  to  pafs  the  beft  of 
their  Days  in  Toils  and  Labours, 
from  the  Hopes  of  Enjoying  the 
Fruits  of  their  Induftry  in  the  laft 
Stage  of  their  Lives :  If  the  De¬ 
lire  of  Providing  for  a  plentiful 
and  eafy  Old  Age,  excites  them 
in  the  Prime  of  their  Years  to  neg- 
le£b  their  innocent  Pleafures,  and 
many  other  Conveniences  of  Life ; 

what 
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what  then  flioiild  hot  the  Aflii- 
ranee  that  Your  Labour  will  not 
be  in  vain  in  the  Lord,  engage 
You  to  ?  What,  (hall  the  Thoughts 
of  a  diftant  Old  Age,  fo  uncer¬ 
tain,  fo  rare,  and,  at  the  bed,  Fo 
fhort,  influence  Men  to  take  fuch 
long  and  painful  Precautions  ?  and 
fliall  not  the  Profpeft  of  Eternity, 
fo  Cure,  fo  near  at  hand,  be  able 
to  affect  You  ?  Shall  not  this  View 
ftir  You  up  to  do  any  Thing  ? 

XV. 

We  ordinarily  fay,  That  a  Man 
muft  make  his  Fortune  in  the  time 
of  his  Vigour ;  That  Wealth  muft 
be  then  treafur’d  up  for  the  Decli¬ 
ning,  Barren  Part  of  Life  ;  That 
Merit  and  Reputation  muft  be  laid 
in,  to  make  amends  for  the  Weak- 

nefs 
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nefs  of  Age,  when  we  are  too  of¬ 
ten  the  Contempt  of  the  World, 
if  the  Decay  of  our  Reafon  and 
Senfes  is  not  fupported  by  the  Lu- 
ftre  of  our  paft  A&ions :  In  fine, 
That  it  is  necefifary  to  prepare  a 
commodious  and  honourable  Re¬ 
treat,  that  we  may  be  out  of  the 
Reach  of  many  of  thofe  Miferies, 
with  which  Old  Age  is  threatned ; 
and  where  we  may  expert  Death, 
without  being  obliged  to  defire  it. 
Now,  who  can  blame  and  con¬ 
temn  that  Conduct,  which  favours 
fo  much  of  Reafon  and  Judgment  ? 
But  do  You  not  confider  alfo.  That 
before  this  Old  Age  arrives,  or  at 
leaft  prefently  after,  You  will  en¬ 
ter  upon  a  Life  that  knows  no 
End  ;  That  You  muft  pafs  into  a 
State  where  Your  Condition  will 

be 
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be  fixt  for  all  Eternity  ?  Either 
You  will  reap  Glory,  Honour, 
and  Immortality,  or  You  will  be¬ 
come  the  Eternal  Objects  of  the 
Contempt  and  Hatred  of  G  O  D 
and  the  whole  Creation.  If  a  few 
Years  of  Poverty  and  Mifery  are 
fo  dreadful ,  how  terrible  rauft  it 
be,  to  be  furrounded  with  all  forts 
of  Miferies,  and  that  for  an  Eter¬ 
nal  Duration  ?  If  the  Quiet  and 
Eafe  of  a  few  Days,  in  the  Even¬ 
ing  of  Life,  are  fo  defirable ;  what 
,  Pains  fhould  we  not  take,  to  live 
for  ever  with  the  Lord,  the 
Fountain  of  all  Happinels  ? 

XVI. 

It  is  true  then,  That  the  grand 
Affair  of  Your  Salvation  deferves 
Your  moft  ferious  Thoughts :  Ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  our  Saviour,  it  is  the 
One  Thing  NeceJJary  :  In  refpedt  of 
the  Works  of  GOD,  it  is  His  Fa¬ 
vourite  Defign,  who  hath  aflured 
US,  that  all  things  JhaR  work  together 
for  Good  to  them  that  love  Him  :  And 
the  Nature  of  it  Ihews  it  to  be  of 
the  greateft  Importance.  Why 
fo  much  Lamentation  ?  Why  fo 
much  vain  Regret  in  Hell,  if  the 
Happinefs  that  is  loft  did  not  de- 
ferve  to  be  fought  after  ?  And 
why  fhould  we  tremble  at  the 
Thoughts  of  Eternity,  if  it  were 
of  no  fuch  Confequence  to  be  e- 
ternally  Miferable  ? 

XVII. 

But  as  Your  Salvation  is  of 
the  greateft  Moment,  fo  You  will 
find,  upon  Tryal,  that  it  requires 

D  'Your 
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Your  moft  vigorous  Application, 
from  the  Particular  Difficulties  that 
attend  Tour  Circumfrances. 

XVIII. 

It  is  impoffible  to  refled  feri- 
oufly  upon  thofe  feveral  Declara¬ 
tions,  that  Almighty  GOD  hath 
made  in  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment,  in  relation  to  the  Rich  and 
Great  of  this  World  , '  without 
Dread  and  Aftonifhment.  The 
Woes  that  He  hath  denounced  a- 
gain  A:  fuch,  are  fufficient  to  alarm 
Your  Fears,  and  make  Y ou  appre¬ 
hend  the  dreadful  Confequences  of 
them.  Wo  unto  you  that  join  Houfe 
to  Houfe ,  that  lay  Field  to  Field ,  till 
there  he  no  Place ,  that  they  may  he 
placed  alone  in  the  midfi  of  the  Earth. 
Wo  unto  them  that  are  at  Eafe  in  7a- 

on, 
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on,  which  are  named  Chief  of  the  Na* 
tions.  The  Lord  hath  purpofed 
to  fain  the  Pride  of  all  Glory,  and 
to  bring  into  Contempt  all  the  Honour - 
able  of  the  Earth.  Our  Blefled  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  was  Goodnefs  Incar¬ 
nate,  hath  purfued  the  fame  Me¬ 
thod.  Wo  unto  you,  faith  He,  that 
are  Rich  j  for  you  have  received  your 
Confolation :  And  in  another  Place 
hath  exprefly  affirmed,  That  it  is 
eajier  for  a  Camel  to  go  thro  the  Eye 
of  a  Needle ,  than  for  a  Rich  Man  to 
enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  GOD. 
And  S.  Paul  allures  us,  That  not 

many  Mighty ,  not  many  Noble  are 
called. 

XIX. 

The  Young  Man  in  the  Gof- 
pel,  who  came  to  our  Saviour,  to 
be  inftru&ed  by  Him,  is  a  Fatal 

D  2  Proof 
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Proof  of  theTruth  of  thefe  Declara¬ 
tions.  Lord ,  faith  he,  What  Jhall  I  do. , 
that  I  may  inherit  Eternal  Life  ?  To 
which  ourSaviour  made  thisReply, 
That  he  / houldkeep  theCommandments. 
All  thefe ,  faith  he,  have  I  obfervd 
from  my  Touth  up What  lack  I  yet  ? 
What  is  there  farther  neceffary  to 
fecure  my  Salvation  ?  This  Anfwer 
charmed  our  Saviour ;  for  Jefets 
beholding  him ,  loved  him.  You  muft 
needs  conceive,  this  was  a  happy 
Soil  for  Piety  to  thrive  in,  when 
Youth  and  Innocence  were  joined 
together,  animated  with  a  Defire 
of  greater  Perfe&ion  ;  and  we  fee 
what  Impreffions  they  made  upon 
our  Bleffed  Saviour;  for  they 
gained  His  Affe&ions,  and  then 
He  frankly  told  him, One  Thing  thou 
lachefit  g°  tty  way^  Jell  what  thou 
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baft,  and  give  to  the  Poor,  and  then 
thou  Jbalt  have  Treafture  in  Heaven  ; 
and  come  and  follow  Me.  There 
wanted  only  this,  to  have  made 
him  an  Apoftle,  and  a  Beloved 
Difciple;  and  he  had  certainly 
been  both,  if  he  had  not  unfortu¬ 
nately  been  Rich.  For  we  do  not 
find,  that  our  Saviour  did  fo  much 
for  any  of  His  Apoftles,  tho’  they 
were  nothing  near  fo  well  educa¬ 
ted,  nor  fo  well  inftru&ed,  nor, 
in  all  Appearance,  every  way  fo 
well  difpofed,  as  this  Young  Man 
was.  One  Advantage  indeed  they 
had  of  him  ;  they  were  Poor :  But 
he,  having  great  Pofteftions,  was  fad 
at  our  Saviour’s  Saying,  and  went 
away  forrowful.  So  that  the  Love 
of  Riches  was  Proof  againft  the 
Promifes  and  Invitations  of  Jefus 

D  3  Him- 
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Himfelf ;  and  occafioned  that  Ex¬ 
clamation  of  our  Saviour  to  thofe 
about  Him,  How  hardly  JhaU  they 
that  have  Riches  enter  into  the  King* 
dom  of  GOD  l 

XX. 

T  h  e  Lower  Part  of  Mankind 
are  not  only  in  an  equal  Capacity, 
as  Men ,  but  in  a  nearer  Difpofi- 
tion,  as  Poor ,  towards  the  At* 
tainment  of  the  Happinefs  of 
Heaven.  For  Poverty  fhelters 
them  from  that  Luxury  and  Va¬ 
nity,  from  that  Pride  of  Life, 
which  is  fo  contrary  to  the  Spirit 
of  Chriftianity,  and  which  leads 
Men  to  Scepticifm  and  Infidelity. 
It  engages  them  by  honeft  Indu- 
ftry  to  fupport  the  Neceffities  of 
Life  |  and  confecpiently, frees  them 
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from  the  Temptations  of  Idlenefs, 
which  corrupt  fo  great  a  Part  of 
Mankind.  Poverty  preferves  the 
Purity  of  the  Body,  by  keeping 
it  at  a  Difta  nee  from  Pleafure ;  and 
that  of  the  Mind,  by  engaging  it 
in  a  neceflary  Care  for  Subfiftence. 
It  difeourages  the  Growth  of  the 
Paffions,  at  lead:  from  the  Defpair 
of  fatisfying  them  ;  and  feldom  is 
tempted  to  enjoy  Things  forbid¬ 
den,  being  accuftomed  to  difpenfe 
with  the  Want  of  thofe  that  are 
allow’d.  It  difpofes  Men  to  Cha¬ 
rity  and  Compaffion  towards  their 
Neighbours,  from  the  Experience 
of  their  own  Miferies ;  and  raifes 
their  Minds  up  to  Heaven,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fecure  that  Happinefs  they 
want  here  below.  It  inclines  to 
fuffer  great  Evils  with  Patience, 

D  4  and 
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and  to  receive  any  Good  with 
great  Gratitude.  Many  Wife  Men 

have  voluntarily  embraced  it,  and 

the  Beft  of  Men  often  fufler  it* 
The  Son  of  GOD  dignify ’d  it 
by  His  Choice,  and  fan&ify’d  it 
by  His  Partaking  in  it. 

XXI. 

A  deep  Senfe  of  thefe  Things 
hath  formerly  prevail’d  upon  the 
greateft  Monarchs  to  diveft  them- 
felves  of  all  their  worldly  Gran¬ 
deur  and  Magnificence,  to  lay 
down  their  Crowns  and  Scepters, 
in  order  to  mortify  the  Pride  of 
Life.  It  hath  influenced  the  Rich 
and  Mighty  of  the  Earth  to  ftrip 
themfelves  of  their  immenfe  Trea¬ 
sures  and  beloved  Pofleflions,  in 
order  to  fecure  their  Salvation  in 

fome 
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fome  obfcure  Retirement.  And 
if  the  Danger  of  thofe  flippery 
Places  had  been  as  thorovvly  con- 
fider’d  by  others,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted ,  but  that ,  inftead  of 
fnatching  at  Crowns  with  Trea¬ 
chery,  Blood,  and  Rapine,  fuch 
Examples  would  have  been  more 
frequently  followed  ;  and  that  a 
Condition,  which  is  fo  envied  by 
the  greateft .  Part  of  Mankind, 
would  have  been  carefully  fhun- 
ned  and  avoided  by  all  ferious  and 
devout  Chriftians. 

XXII. 

And  yet  it  muft  be  own’d, 
that  it  is  not  neceflary  to  abandon 
humane  Society,  and  to  throw  up 
the  Bufinefs  of  Life,  in  order  to 
renounce  the  World  ;  and  all  the 

ancient 
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ancient  Fathers,  as  well  as  the 
modern  Interpreters,  aflure  us, 
and  it  is  confident  with  the  Sy- 
ftem  of  the  Gofpel  to  believe  it, 
that  the  Comparifons  and  ftrong 
Expreffions,  made  ufe  of  in  the 
Scriptures,  are  not  to  be  under- 
ftood  in  a  drift  and  rigorous  Senle, 
and  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  not 
thereby  intend  to  declare,  that  it 
was  Impoffible  for  the  Rich  and 
Great  to  be  faved,  but  only  that  it 
was  attended  with  great  Difficul¬ 
ty,  and  could  never  be  accompli- 
died  without  great  Watchful  nefs, 
and  conftant  Application;  con- 
fidering  the  great  Tryalsand  Con- 
flifts  they  have  to  contend  with. 

XXIIL 
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XXIII. 

It  is  generally  confefled,  that 
the  two  great  deadly  Wounds 
we  have  receiv’d  by  Sin,  are  Ig¬ 
norance  and  Weaknefs ;  fince  Adams 
Fall,  we  are  become  blind,  we 
have  not  naturally  Eyes  to  difco- 
ver  Truth ;  we  are  become  feeble, 
and  even  when  we  apprehend  it, 
we  have  not  Strength  to  purfue 
it.  But  it  is  farther  obfervable, 
that  befides  that  Blindnefs  we  have 
contracted,  which  renders  Things 
of  the  greateft  Confequence,  as  it 
were  invifible  to  us ;  befides  that 
Weaknefs ,  which  hinders  our  Pro- 
grefs  in  Piety  and  Vertue ;  there 
are,  in  our  Journey  of  Life,  feve-  * 
ral  Barriers  that  flop  us,  and  keep 
us  at  a  Stand.  Now  Grace,  which  - 


44  An  Addrefs  to 

is  a  Light  to  the  Underftanding, 
and  Strength  and  Power  to  the 
Will,  may  by  Application  get 
the  better  of  our  Weaknefs  and 
Ignorance ;  but  the  Grace  of  GOO 
may  be  received  in  vain ;  at  leaft, 
it  is  too  often  rendered  ineffectual 
by  outward  Impediments,  which 
are  greater,  and  more  or  lefs  in¬ 
vincible,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Largenels  of  Your  Poffeffions,  and 
to  that  Rank  and  Elevation  You 
bear  in  the  World.  For  it  re¬ 
quires  great  Vigour  and  Firmnefs 
of  Mind,  to  enjoy  a  great  For¬ 
tune,  and  not  to  be  corrupted  by  it; 
and  it  is  the  EffeCt  of  no  com¬ 
mon  Vertue,  to  be  very  wealthy 
in  a  high  Sphere,  without  either 
Licentioufnefs  or  Infolence. 


XXIV. 
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A  s  to  what  refpe&s  the  Under* 
funding. ,  Nothing  is  more  neceffa- 
ry  for  You,  than  to  know  truly 
what  You  are.  How  requifite  is 
it,  to  be  acquainted  with  Your  own 
Mifery,  to  make  You  humble  ? 
and  with  Your  own  Vilenefs ,  to 
make  You  conceive  an  Abhorrence 
of  Your  Sins  ?  But  this  neceffary 
Knowledge  is  almoft  impoffible  to 
be  attained  by  You,  who  are  Per¬ 
fons  of  the  greateft  Rank  and  Qua¬ 
lity.  Your  Apparel,  Your  Equi- 
'  page,  the  Pomp  that  furrounds 
You,  the  Honours  which  are 
heapt  upon  You,  and  the  profound 
Refpett  which  every  body  pays 
You,  will  not  permit  You  to  per¬ 
ceive,  That  You  are  juft  like  other 

Mor* 
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Mortals;  and, That,  this Outfide 
excepted,  there  are  Miferable  Crea¬ 
tures  in  Your  Service,  that  refera¬ 
ble  You  in  All  things :  That  there 
are  none  but  Fools  and  Idiots,  daz¬ 
zled  by  the  Luftre  of  Gold  and 
Precious  Stones,  that  can  find  any 
Difference  :  That  the  wifeft  Part 
of  Mankind  can  make  no  fuch 
Difcovery  :  That  Death  will  con¬ 
found  You  with  the  Laft  of  Men ; 
and,  That  GOD  Himfelf,  who 
cannot  be  impos’d  upon,  doth  not 
diftinguifli  You  from  the  Meaneft 
of  the  People,  in  the  Exercife  of 
His  Providence. 


XXV. 

I  f  this  Light  could  fhine  into 
Your  (lately  Palaces,  it  would 
dilpofe  You  to  Humility  and 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian  Charity ;  it  would  guide 
You  into  the  Paths  of  Juftice  and 
Mercy.  But  how  difficult  is  it,  to 
own  thofe  for  Your  Equals,  whom 
Providence  hath,  as  it  were,  made 
Your  Slaves,  and  who  themfelves 
reverence  You  as  their  Gods? 

XXVI. 

T  o  this  Ignorance,  of  what 
You  are  by  Nature,  is  added  an 
Ignorance  (till  more  dangerous,  of 
what  You  are  become  by  Sin  and 
Wicked nefs.  For  Vice  is  a  thick 
Veil, which  we  throw  ourfelves  o- 
ver  our  own  Eyes;  and  when  our 
Eyes  are  bound  up,  we  are  hin¬ 
dered  not  only  from  feeing  the 
Objefts  that  are  molt  vifible,  but 
we  cannot  difcern  the  Bands  that 
conceal  them  from  us.  In  like 

manner. 
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manner,  by  confenting  to  known 
Iniquity,  by  contracting  vicious 
Habits,  we  fall  into  a  Rlindnefs, 
which  even  hides  from  us  the  Sin 
which  is  the  Caufe  of  it. 

XXVII. 

But  in  this  refpeft  there  is  a 
great  Difference  between  the  Poor 
and  the  Rich  ;  for  the  Poor,  who 
are  only  valued  for  their  Worth, 
who  have  no  other  Poffeffions  but 
their  Friends  and  their  Reputa¬ 
tion,  no  fooner  abandon  them- 
feives  to  Debauchery  and  Wick- 
ednefs,  but  that  they  forfeit  the 
Efteem  and  Friendfhip  of  all  their 
Acquaintance,  and  fall  into  a 
Contempt,  which  awakens  them 
out  of  their  pleafing  Dream,  and 
makes  them  feniible  of  the,  Change 

that 


Perfons  of  Quality. 

that  is  made  in  them  for  the  worfe. 
Whereas  the  Rich  and  Great,  in 
whom  nothing  is  more  regarded 
than  their  Birth  and  Quality,  pro¬ 
vided  they  do  not  change  their 
Fortune,  when  they  change  their 
Courfe  of  Life,  let  them  be  ne¬ 
ver  fo  Vicious,  they  lofe  nothing 
of  that  outward  Honour  and  Re* 
fpe&  which  is  ufually  paid  them. 
So  they  eafily  flatter  themfelves, 
that  they  are  no  lefs  valued  for 
their  Extravagances  ;  and  then 
quickly  perfuade  themfelves,  that 
they  are  not  lefs  worthy  of  it. 
Thus  Davids  otherwife  eminent 
for  his  San&ity,  and  juftly  reckon¬ 
ed  among  the  Greateft  of  Kings, 
after  having  committed  Crimes, 
that  cried  to  Heaven  for  Venge¬ 
ance,  was  a  long  Time  before  he 

E  came 
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came  to  himfelf,  before  he  was 
touched  in  Conference  for  the  Er- 
rour  of  his  Ways ;  and  I  know 
not  whether  his  Recovery  would 
not  have  been  defperate,  if  GOD 
had  not  fent  Nathan  the  Prophet, 
to  reproach  and  reprove  him  for 
his  Injuftice  and  Cruelty. 

XXVIII. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  there 
were  Perfons,  generous  enough,  to 
be  found,  who  would  do  the  fame 
good  Offices,  in  any  Degree,  for 
fuch  of  the  higheft  Rank  and  Qua¬ 
lity,  as  do  not  govern  their  Lives 
by  the  Maxims  of  the  Gofpel ;  for 
fuch  Great  ones  of  this  World, 
who  are  either  ignorant  or  forget¬ 
ful  of  their  Duty.  But  this  is  an 

Advantage  Your  Greatnefs  and 

Your 


Perfons  of  Quality. 

Your  Riches  deprive  You  of :  In 
a  low  Condition  every  Man  is  re¬ 
proved  for  his  Faults;  whereas 
his  Superiors,  or  his  Friends, 
make  no  Scruple  of  reprefenting 
to  him  the  Obligations  of  his  lit¬ 
tle  Station  ;  and  if  he  falls  Ihort 
of  his  Duty,  he  fails  not  to  be 
loaded  with  Reproaches.  But  it 
is  too  well  known,  that  unaccep¬ 
table  Truths,  be  they  never  fo 
ufeful,  find  but  indifferent  Enter¬ 
tainment  from  You,  who  are  pla¬ 
ced  at  the  Upper  end  of  the  World ; 
from  You,  who  enjoy  all  that  Your 
Hearts  can  wifh  for.  The  Flat¬ 
tery,  with  which  You  are  con- 
ftantly  befieged,  renders  You  fo 
nice  and  fenfible  of  the  lead:  Pro¬ 
vocation,  that  very  often  it  is  im¬ 
prudent  to  take  the  Liberty  of  re- 

E  2  proving 


/ 


An  Addrefs  to 

proving  You,  even  though  it  is 
poffible  You  might  be  patient  e- 
nough  to  bear  a  Reprehenfion. 
Where  are  Men,  zealous  enough, 
to  be  found,  who  will  tell  You, 
without  Difguife,  that  which  You 
ate  good  enough  to  hear  without 
Chagrine?  You  may  meet  with 
faithful  Servants, ready  to  acquaint 
You  with  the  Dangers  that  threaten 
either  Your  Lives,  or  Your  For¬ 
tunes,  who  may  manage  Your 
Worldly  Affairs  with  exa£t  Fide¬ 
lity  :  But  Friends,  fincere  enough 
to  give  Advice  in  relation  to 
Your  Conduct ,  at  the  Hazard 
of  the  Lofs  of  Your  Favour,  is 
a  Sort  of  Plain-Dealing,  that  we 
feldom  fee  any  Example  of.  A  Man 
is  fure  to  pleafe  by  Diffimulation ; 
and  the  moft  he  can  hope  for,  by 

fpeak- 
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/peaking  the  Truth,  is  not  to  diF 
pleafe.  And  who  is  firm  enough 
to  overcome  that  natural  Defire 
we  all  have,  to  make  ourfelves  a- 
greeable  tothofe,who  have  in  their 
Hands  the  Power  of  making  us 
Happy  ? 


XXIX. 

The  only  Perfons,  from  whom 
You  can  expert  this  important 
Service,  are  thofe  whom  GOD 
hath  charged  with  the  Care  of 
Your  Souls ;  and  yet  even  they, 
when  they  take  the  Freedom  to 
reprove  You,  being  prefifed  by  the 
Voice  of  their  Confidences,  think 
they  do  a  great  deal,  when  they 
precifely  fay  what  their  Duty 
obliges  them  to.  Though  ,  at 
the  fame  Time,  they  negleft  no- 
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thing  that  is  capable  of  foftening 
a  diftafteful  Truth  ;  and  take  Care 
not  to  propofe  it  with  all  that 
Force,  which  is  moft  apt  to  reduce 
rebellious  Minds.  They  do  not 
venture  to  put  it  in  the  fulleft 
Light  ;  they  dare  not  Ihew  the 
Vice  in  that  Situation,  in  which 
it  is  feen  by  the  Reft  of  the  World, 
and  which  renders  it  moft  odious. 
And  there  may  be  prudent  and 
Chriftian  Reafons  urged,  why 
this  Management  fhould  be  pra- 
<ftifed  towards  Perfons  of  Quality, 
who  muft  be  attacked  with  Ad¬ 
drefs  and  Skill,  if  the  Attempts 
upon  them  expert  Succefs :  For  it 
requires  great  Dexterity,  fo  to  re¬ 
prove  them,  as  not  to  irritate  and 
exafperate  them,  inftead  of  curing 
them.  But  this  Method,  though 

never 


Per  fans  of  Qiiality. 

never  fo  reafonable,  You  rauft 
own  is  very  difadvarstageous  to 
You;  for  it  deprives  You  of  one 
of  the  belt  Means,  that  can  be 
ufed  with  Sinners  for  their  Con- 
verfion. 

XXX. 

And  then,  if  it  is  fa  great  a 
Misfortune,  either  to  have  No¬ 
body  to  put  You  in  mind  of  Your 
Duty,  Nobody  that  will  unmask 
Your  darling  Sins ;  or  fuch,  who, 
out  of  Prudence,  are  forced  to  do 
it  in  a  flight  and  perfunctory  Man¬ 
ner,  in  order  to  ferve  You  the 
better;  What  is  it  to  have  falfe 
Friends  and  Flatterers,  who  dif- 
guife  Your  Faults,  who  praife  You 
for  them,  who  often  make  them 
pafs  for  Vertues  ?  Courts,  and 

E  4  Great 
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Great  Mens  Palaces,  are  full  of 
fuch  Vermine ,  of  fuch  fordid 
Souls ,  who  refpe£t  nothing  in 
Perfons  of  Quality,  but  their  large 
Fortunes ;  and  who  are  fo  pra- 
ftifed  in  the  Arts  of  Infinuation, 
and  in  the  Methods  of  Screwing 
themfelves  into  the  Confidence  of 
Great  Men,  that  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  efcape  the 
Snares  of  fuch  Sycophants. 

XXXI. 

Now  the  Refult  of  all  this  is, 
that  the  more  You  are  raifed  in 
the  World,  the  more  Need  there  is 
that  You  lhould  ftudy  Yourfelves, 
that  You  (hould  frequently  exa- 
mineYourfelves  in  the  Prefence  of 
QOD,  in  order  to  acquire  that 

Know* 
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Knowledge  of  Yourfelves,  which 
is  fo  neceffary  forYour  Salvation. 


XXXII. 


The  Lower  Part  of  Mankind 
may  in  great  Meafure  depend  up¬ 
on  the  Charity  and  Zeal  of  their 
Neighbour,  for  the  Difcharge  of 
this  Care:  But  You,  who  ar^ 
Great,  muft  do  this  good  Office 
for  Yourfelves ;  You  muft  become 
Your  own  Cenfors ;  and  confer 
quently,  You  muft  have  a  great 
Diffidence  of  thofe  that  approach 
You.  You  are  left  to  Yourfelves, 
to  find  out  all  that  Evil  that  others 
difcover  in  You,  and  for  which 
they  fecretly  blame  and  contemn 
You.  To  this  Purpofe,  You  muft 
frequently  compare  Your  Life  to 
that  of  the  Reft  of  Men ;  with 
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that  of  fuch,  who  pafs  for  the 
moft  perfect  and  accomplilhed ; 
and  with  that  of  fuch,  whofe  Con- 
duft  is  generally  condemned,  as 
very  unchriftian,  and  very  irregu¬ 
lar.  You  muft  try  Yourfelves  feri- 
oufly  by  theVertues  of  the  one  Sort, 
and  by  the  Vices  of  the  other ;  and 
be  allured,  that  what  You  find 
reprovable  in  the  Meaneft  of  Your 
Servants,  is  yet  more  blamable  in 
Yourfelves,  becaufe  the  Guilt  in- 
creafes  in  proportion  to  the  Ta¬ 
lents  of  thofe  who  tranlgrefs :  In 
a  word,  for  Want  of  Friends  to 
(hew  You  thofe  Spots  which  dif- 
figure  and  defile  Your  Lives,  You 
are  oblig’d  continually  to  have 

the  Glafs  of  GOD’s  Word  before 

* 

You,  to  meditate  upon  the  Ma¬ 
xims  and  Life  of  the  Bleffed 

Jescts, 
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Jesus,  to  read  fuch  pious  and  judi¬ 
cious  Books,  as  clearly  reprefent 
unto  You  thefe  Obligations  of  that 
Rank  and  Condition  You  are  pla¬ 
ced  in.  And  when,  by  all  thefe 
Methods, You  have  overcome  thofe 
Impediments,'  which  hinder  the 
Difcovery  of  Truth,  You  will  find 
frelh  Difficulties  in  acting  accor¬ 
ding  to  it,  which  are  not  to  be 
mattered  without  great  Courage, 
and  conftant  Application. 


XXXIII. 

It  is  certain,  that  Honour  and 
Riches,  which  make  fo  great  a 
Difference  between  Chriftians , 
confider’d  limply  as  Parts  of  the 
fame  Body'  Politick ,  do  no  way  di- 
ttinguilh  them,  when  confider’d 
as  Members  of  the  fame  Church. 

In 
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In  this  refpeCt  we  are  all  Brethren, 
and  as  we  have  all  made  the  fame 
Vows  in  Baptifm,  fo  we  have  all 
contracted  the  fame  Efifential  Ob¬ 
ligations  ;  Let  thereforeYour  Qua¬ 
lity  be  never  fo  great,  and  the 
Rank  You  poflfefs  in  the  World 
never  fo  confiderable,  Humility, 
and  Meeknefs,  Contempt  of  the 
World,  and  Poverty  of  Spirit, 
Mortification,  and  Self-Denial, 
are  Vertues  and  Graces  which  You 
muft  neceffarily  acquire,  and 
which  You  are  engaged  to  praCtife 
by  the  folemneft  of'  Vows. 

XXXIV. 

I  am  not  ignorant,  that  the 
greater  Part  of  Perfons  of  Quality 
are  under  a  Neceffity,  from  the 
Nature  of  their  Circumftances,  tp 

wear 
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wear  fuch  Apparel,  to  ufe  fuch 
Furniture,  to  appear  with  fuch 
Equipages,  as  are  apt  to  infpire 
Pride  and  Vanity  :  They  are  o- 
blig’d  to  keep  fumptuous  and 
fplendid  Tables,  to  poflefs  great 
Riches,  to  keep  great  Company, 
to  frequent  the  Pleafures  and  Di- 
verfions  of  the  Age.  Our  Savi¬ 
our  feems  to  hint  at  this  their 
Misfortune:  Behold  l  they  that  wear 
foft  Cloathing ,  fays  He,  are  in  Kings 
Houfes.  But  it  is  even  in  this  that 
the  Difficulty  confifts,  whereof  I 
now  treat;  for  fince  thefe  humane 
Obligations  do  not  fuperfede  the 
Neceffity  of  Difcharging  Your 
Chriftian  Duties,  You  muft  be 
humble  in  Honour,  mortify ’d  in 
Pleafure,  poor  in  Spirit  amidft 
all  Your  Treafure;  and  You  muft 

lit 
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fit  loofe  to  all  Things  You  poflefs, 
even  while  You  ufe  them  and  a* 
bound  with  them!  You  muft  have 
as  great  a  Horrour  of  the  wicked 
World,  which  You  are  con  (train¬ 
ed  to  frequent,  as  You  would 
of  a  dead  Carcafs,  to  which  You 
were  bound  by  Force.  I  leave 
You  to  judge,  whether  it  is  eafy 
to  preferve,  in  the  midft  of  a  pro¬ 
fligate  Crowd,  fuch  a  Senfe  of 
Things,  which  a  Hermit  is  fcarce 
Matter  of  in  a  Defert* 

XXXV. 

And  it  is  not  only  difficult 
for  You  to  praftife  the  moll  ele¬ 
vated  Vertues  of  the  Chriftian  Re¬ 
ligion,  but  it  is  very  hard  for  You 
to  efcape  failing  into  the  grofleft 
and  moft  {hanneful  Vices.  We 

have 
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have  all  Enemies,  both  within 
and  without,  which  continually 
attack  us ,  and  tempt  us  to  fin, 
and  feldom  give  us  any  Truce. 
But  to  the  Poor  they  are  Enemies, 
either  much  weakened  by  Labour 
and  Fatigue,  as  the  Flefh ;  or 
partly  difarmed  of  their  Power, 
as  the  World;  or  difcouraged  by 
the  little  Profit  that  redounds  from 
the  Vi&ory,  as  the  Devil.  But 
You,  on  the  contrary,  have,  with¬ 
in  Yourfelves,  the  Flefh  nourifhed 
by  Idlenefs  and  Luxury ;  an  Inter¬ 
nal  Fire,  conftantly  fed  with  frefh 
Fewel,  proper  to  inflame  it,  and 
make  it  more  raging.  The  World, 
from  without,  doth  not  only  pre- 
fent  Obje&s  to  Your  View,  but 
offers  them  to  Your  Defires,  and 
delivers  them  into  Your  Poffeffion, 

diverted 
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diverted  of  all  thole  Difficulties 
that  difcourage  others.  There  are 
few  Men,  doubtlefs,  fo  happy, 
as  to  be  free  from  the  Motions  of 
feme  irregular  Paffions  ;  either 
Covetoufnefs,  or  Revenge,  Am¬ 
bition,  or  Concupifcence,  is  apt 
to  folicite  us  to  offend  GOD; 
but  before  thofe,  that  have  little 
Power,  and  as  fmall  Pofleflions, 
can  find  Means  to  gratify  it,  the 
Danger  they  run  ,  the  Trouble 
they  muft  be  at,  and  even  Time 
itfelf,  opens  their  Eyes,  and  calms 
the  Agitation  of  their  Minds. 
Whereas  You,  who  are  Rich  and 
Great,  having  always  Means  rea¬ 
dy  to  fatisfy  Your  Defires,  You 
no  fooner  form  a  bad  Defign,  but 
You  put  it  in  Execution;  all 
Things  fo  confpire  to  accomplifti 
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it,  that  You  have  not  Time  to 
deliberate,  You  have  not  Time 
to  difcover  any  Thing  in  the 
Temptation,  but  what  is  pleafing 
and  agreeable. 

XXXVI. 

To  this  may  be  added,That  the 
Devil  is  moft  induftrious  in  tem¬ 
pting  fuch  as  abound  moft  with 
Power  and  Authority,  and  whole 
Fortunes  make  them  moft  Confide- 
rable  in  the  World :  Whether  it  is 
from  the  Pride  he  takes  in  feeing 
himfelf  ferved  by  the  Greateft  of 
Men ;  whether  it  is  out  of  Defpite 
to  GOD,  that  he  endeavours  to 
draw  thole  into  Rebellion  againft 
Him,  whom  He  hath  obliged  by 
the  greateft  Bleflings  to  be  Faithful ; 
whether  the  Example  of  the  Great, 
fir  l  F  being 
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being  very  pernicious,  he  thinks 
to  gain  a  Multitude  of  Souls  by 
the  Conqueft  of  a  Few  ;^or  whe¬ 
ther,  in  fine,  having  need  of  hu¬ 
mane  Means  to  extend  his  Em¬ 
pire,  he  applies  to  the  Great,  as 
the  Perfons  the  beft  provided 
with  them ;  who  are  able  to  (hake 
the  Conftancy  of  the  Good,  by 
their  powerful  Threatnings,  or  to 
corrupt  their  Integrity  by  Bribes, 
or  to  overcome  their  Modefty  and 
Chaftity  by  magnificent  Prefents, 
and  by  Promiles  which  give  a 
large  Profpeft.  However  it  is, 
the  Devil  is  a  Monfter  that  nou- 
rilhes  himfelf  with  the  moft  exqui- 
fite  Morfels,who  endeavours  to  get 
the  Flower  of  the  Flock,  and  the 
moft  precious  Fruits  of  the  Earth, 


XXXVII. 
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XXXVII. 

This  being  the  true  State  of  the 
Cafe,  is  it  to  be  wonder’d,  that  the 
Wife  Man  affirms,  what  Experi¬ 
ence  taught  him,  that  Gold  hath  de. . 
ftroyed  Many  ?  Is  it  to  be  wonder’d, 
that  Jesus  Christ  Himfelf, 
reprefenting  the  Difficulty  of  the 
Salvation  of  the  Rich ,  compares 
it  to  Things  in  Nature  impoffi- 
ble  ?  Is  it  to  be  wonder’d,  that 
the  Apoftle  makes  the  Love,  of  Mo¬ 
ney  the  Root  of  all  Evil?  And 
that  he  allures  us,  that  they  that 
mitt  be  rich ,  fall  into  'Temptations ,  in¬ 
to  many  foolilh  and  hurtful  Lulls, 
&c.  ?  Not  that  it  will  follow  from 
hence ,  that  all  thofe  that  live 
in  Honour  and  Plenty,  Ihould 
defpair  of  Salvation  ;  but  it 
implies  the  great  Neceffity  they 

F  3  are 
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are  under,  of  working  it  out  with 
great  Caution  and  Application. 
You  muft,  by  fervent  and  inceflant 
Prayer,  endeavour  to  draw  down 
from  above  thofe  Succours  You 
ftand  in  need  of,  to  fecure  You 
from  the  Snares  that  encompafs 
You  in  this  Life.  You  muft,  by 

frequent  Communion, fortify  Your- 
felves  againft  thofe  Enemies  that 
threaten  Your  Deftru&ion.  You 
muft,  by  large  and  generous  Cha¬ 
rities,  cover  the  Multitude  of  Your 
Sins  ;  and,  by  (hewing  Mercy 
bountifully,  render  Yourfelves  pro¬ 
per  Obje&s  of  Infinite  Mercy  at 
the  Great  Day.  You  muft  readily 
condefcend  to  the  Loweft  Offices, 
in  order  to  promote  the  Welfare 
of  Your  Neighbour ;  You  muft 
not  fuffer  the  Splendor  of  any 
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Thing  that  is  Great,  to  withdraw 
Your  Eyes  from  looking  upon 
Yourfelves  as  finful  Duft  and 
Allies.  You  muft  not  think  Your¬ 
felves  altogether  exempt  from 
Mortification  and  Self  -  Denial ; 
for  except  You  take  up  the  Crofs, 
our  Saviour  declares  You  cannot 
be  His  Difciples. 

XXXVIII. 

But  above  all,  You,  who  are 
under  the  Neceffity  of  Wearing 
rich  Cloaths,  of  Lodging  in  fplen- 
did  Palaces,  of  being  ferved  with 
Plenty  and  Delicacy,  and  of  Par¬ 
taking  in  the  Pleafures  of  the 
Children  of  this  World  ;  it  beho- 
veth  You  ,  under  fuch  Circum- 
ftances,  but  feldom  to  exceed  the 
Bounds  of  pure  bjeceffity;  that 

F  3  You 
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You  may  be  able  to  fay,  with 
great  Truth,  of  all  the  State  which 
furrounds  You,  of  all  the  Pleafures 
which  wait  upon  You,  that  which 
the  incomparable  Efiher  faid  to 
GOD,  concerning  her  Crown 
and  Royal  Robe:  Thou  knowefi , 
0  LORD,  my  Necejfity  ;  for  I  ab¬ 
hor  the  Sign  of  my  high  Efiate ,  which 
is  upon  my  Head  in  the  Days  where¬ 
in  I Jhew  myfelf.  C.  xiv.  1 6. 4  Thou 
4  knoweft,  OLord,  upon  what 
4  Motive  I  adorn  myfelf  upon 
4  thofe  Days  I  am  obliged  to 
4  make  a  publick  Appearance,  or 
4  to  be  prefented  to  the  King  my 
4  Husband.  Thou  knoweft  the  A- 
4  verfion  I  have  for  all  thefe  Marks 
4  of  Vanity  and  Pride;  and  that 
4  I  wear  them  as  feldom  as  is  pof- 
4  fible ;  and  only  when  my  Duty 
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4  will  not  fuffer  me  to  be  difpen- 
4  fed  with.  ’  When  You  make 
ufe  of  them  in  the  lame  Manner, 
You  will  ealily  prevent  the  Dan¬ 
ger  that  attends  them  ;  and  the 
Providence  of  G  O  D,  which  hath 
difpofed  You  into  fuch  Circum- 
ftances,  is  then  particularly  con¬ 
cern’d  to  fecure  Your  Vertue,  by 
the  Influences  of  His  affifting 
Grace.  * 

XXXIX. 

But  what  lhall  be  faid  to  thofe 
Perfons  of  Quality,  who  are  fo 
far  from  keeping  themfelves  with¬ 
in  thefe  Bounds,  who  are  fo  far 
from  being  apprehenfive  of  their 
Danger,  and  from  ufing  fuch  Pre¬ 
cautions  as  I  have  fuggefted,  that 
they  live  in  the  midft  of  the  Great 

F  4  World, 
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World,  and  flow  in  Plenty  and 
Abundance,  with  as  little  Car© 
and  Solicitude  about  their  Souls, 
as  if  they  were  aflured  of  their 
Salvation:  Who,  befides  the  un¬ 
avoidable  Dangers  that  are  infe- 
parable  from  their  Circumftances, 
continually  expofe  themfelves  to 
frefh  Occasions  of  Offending 
GOD,  and  take  no  more  Pains 
to  obtain  the  Kingdom  of  Hea¬ 
ven,  than  if  they  had  never  heard 
of  that  Oracle  pronounced  by  our 
Saviour :  That  it  is  hard  for  a  Rich 
film  to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 

0  O  D,  Which  imports,  at  leaft, 
that  except  they  ark  extremely 
watchful,  except  they  make  great 
Efforts,  and  apply  themfelves  vi- 
goroufly  to  avoid  Evil,  and  to  do 

all  the  Gpod  their  Hands  find  to 

do. 


do,  they  (hall  never  partake  of  the 
Eternal  Inheritance.  But  if,  in- 
ftead  of  ftriving  to  enter  in,  they 
entirely  negleft  themfelves ;  if,  in- 
ftead  of  being  upon  their  Guard 
againft  Temptations,  they  fearch 
out  their  Enemy,  and  court  the 
Snares  which  he  lays  for  them; 
who  can  doubt,  but  that  their  Sal¬ 
vation  is  not  only  difficult,  but  al¬ 
together  impoffible  ? 

.  .  "  ■  '  %  ,  '  '  .  ^  , 

XL. 

Yet  that  which  is  mod  fur- 
prizing  in  all  this  Matter,  is,  that 
however  dangerous  Your  Condi¬ 
tion  may  be,  it  furniffies  You  with 
no  Excufe  to  cover  You  in  the 
Day  of  Vengeance;  becaufe  the 
Difficulty  of  Your  Circumftances 
is  balanced  by  very  conjiderabk 

Advan« 
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Advantages ,  which  if  Ton  negleti  to 
improve,  will  make  You  the  mojl  mije - 
table  of  Men. 


It  hath  been  truly  obferved, 
that  the  Evil  of  Riches  doth  not 
fo  much  confift  in  the  Riches  them- 
felves,  as  in  the  bad  life  that  is 
made  of  them ;  and  that  as  they 
are  great  Impediments  to  Vertue 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Wicked,  fo 
they  are  admirable  Inftruments  of 
Chriftian  Perfe&ion  in  the  Poffef- 
fion  of  the  Righteous.  I  fhall  not 
infift  upon  the  great  Advantages 
they  afford  You,  of  Working  out 
Your  Repentance,  by  (hewing 
Mercy  to  the  Poor ;  of  Covering 
Your  Sins  by  Charity ;  of  Making 
an  Atonement  for  them  by  Alms  : 

Our 

i  -  >  f 
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Our  Saviour  is  exprefs  in  this 
Point,  Give  Alms  of  fucb  Things  as 
Tou  have ,  and  behold  all  Things  are 
clean  unto  Tou.  But  even  after  You 
are  in  a  State  of  Grace,  and  are 
admitted  into  the  Favour  of  GOD, 
Your  Condition  opens  to  You  an 
admirable  Path,  which  leads  to 
the  greateft  Heights  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  Life. 

.  .  '  •  &S  •  •  ,  .  *•  \ 

XLir. 

Your  Condition  naturally  in- 
fpires  a  Contempt  of  the  World. 
They,  who  are  only  acquainted 
with  the  outward  Appearance  of 
Things,  cannot  fo  well  apprehend 
their  Vanity,  as  You  who  fee  the 
Bottom  of  them.  When  a  Man 
poflfeffes  but  a  fmall  Portion  of 
the  Good  Things  of  this  Life,  he 

eafily 
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eafily  perfuades  himfelf,  that  he 
ftiould  be  very  happy,  if  he  could 
but  acquire  a  larger  Share  of 
them  ;  and  it  is  this  Thought, 
which  excites  thofeDefires  that  tor¬ 
ment  the  Inferiour  Part  of  Man¬ 
kind.  But  when  a  Man  is  exal¬ 
ted  to  the  Pitch  of  humane  Great- 
nefs,  and  finds  his  Heart  not  lefs 
empty,  nor  more  fatisfy’d  ;  he  is 
forced  to  acknowledge,  that  no 
Created  Thing  can  make  his  Hap- 
pinefs ;  and  then  he  is  naturally 
difpofed  to  feek  for  the  only  Obr 
ieft  capable  of  filling  the  Defires 
of  his  Mind.  If  Solomon  is  faved, 
he  owes  his  Salvation  to  this  Re¬ 
flexion.  His  Profperity,  when 
growing,  had  blinded  him ;  but 
according  to  all  Appearance,  when 
he  enjoyed  whatever  his  Heart 

could 
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could  wi(h,  he  became  fenfible  of 
his  Folly ,  and  the  furfeiting 
Draught  he  took  of  Pleafure,  turn¬ 
ed  into  a  Difguft,  which  reftored 
him  to  himfelf,  and  made  him 
fpeak  once  more  as  the  Wifeft  of 
Men:  Vanity  of  Vanities ,  faith  the 
Preacher,  Vanity  of  Vanities ,  all  is 
Vanity.  Thus,  great  Riches,  from 
their  Emptinefs  when  poffeffed, 
may  excite  in  us  a  Defire  of  feek- 
ing  after  GOD,  who  is  the  only 
true  and  folid  Happinefs. 

XLI1I. 

Besides,  Your  Circumftan- 
ces  in  this  World  afford  You  great 
Leifure  for  profecuting  the  Bufinefs 
of  Religion.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  the  great  Inequality 
between  the  Conditions  of  Men, 

is 
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is  owing  to  the  wife  Difpenfations 
of  Providence ;  the  different  States 
and  Employments,  which  com- 
pofe  this  World,  are  the  Work 
of  His  Hands.  It  is  the  Infinite 
Wife  GOD,  that  hath  made  You 
Great,  and  Rich,  and  Powerful ; 
that  hath  ftrewed  all  Your  Paths 
with  Plenty  and  Abundance  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Poor  and  Needy  to 
work  Day  and  Night  for  Your 
Service.  It  is  He  that  hath  affign- 
ed  You  that  great  Number  of 
Officers  and  Servants,  who  are 
continually  employed  in  Your  Af¬ 
fairs,  who  exempt  You  from  the 
Fatigues  of  Bufinefs,  and  the  Gares 
of  Life.  Profperity,  and  Adver- 
fity,  Poverty,  and  Riches,  come 
of  the  Lord.  But  why  is  if, 

do 
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doYou  think, that  GOD  hath  made 
this  great  Difference  ?  Why  is  it, 
that  He  hath  been  fo  bountiful  to¬ 
wards  You  ?  CanYou  believe,  that 
it  was  only  that  You  might  have 
more  Time  to  confume  in  Plea- 
fure  and  Luxury  ?  Would  this, 
inYour  Judgment,  be  an  End  wor¬ 
thy  the  Wifdom  of  GOD  ?  Could 
this  be  the  Motive  to  expofe  Him- 
felf  to  the  Murmurs  and  Blafphe- 
mies  of  a  difcontented  World  ?  It 
is  apparent,  that  by  this  Regula¬ 
tion,  GOD  intended  to  have  Ser¬ 
vants,  who  fliould  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  think  of  Him ;  whole 
whole  Employment  fliould  be  in 
His  Service ,  while  the  Reft  of 
the  World  were  intent  upon  Ser¬ 
ving  them.  It  is  certain,  He 
would  not  have  committed  fo 

great 
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great  a  Truft  to  Your  Manage¬ 
ment,  as  the  entire  Difpofal  of 
Your  Time,  if  He  had  not  ex¬ 
pected  that  You  {hould  have  had 
a  particular  Regard  to  His  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Glory  ,  in  Your  Way 
and  Manner  of  Spending  it. 

XLIV. 

If  any  one  (hould  objeCt,  That 
it  is  in  vain  that  You  have  fuch 
great  Leifure  allotted  You  for  the 
Exercifes  of  Piety,  fince  Your  Soft 
and  Senfual  Education  deprives 
You  of  Strength  and  Ability  to 
perform  them  :  That  Mortifica¬ 
tion,  Self-Denial,  and  Patience, 
fo  neceffary  in  Life,  are  no  ways 
confident  with  that  Delicacy  with 
which  You  are  treated,  whereby 
the  lead  Hardlhip  (hocks  You,  or 

preju- 


prejudices  Your  Health,  it  being 
a  Mark  of  Quality  to  be  incommo¬ 
ded  with  Little  Things:  It  may 
fairly  be  anfwered,  that  what  You 
lofe  by  Your  Nicenefs,  is  fuffici- 
ently  recompenfed  by  that  Cou¬ 
rage  and  Refolution ,  which  Your 
Birth  infpires  You  with  ;  where¬ 
by  You  become  capable  of  Do¬ 
ing  and  Suffering  every  Thing. 
Who  appear  more  indefatigable 
undef  the  Toils  of  War,  than 
Perfons  of  Quality,  when  they 
apply  themfelves  to  the  Profeffion 
of  Arms  ?  And  who  have  Car¬ 
ried  the  Rigours  of  Mortification 
farther,  than  the  Great  ones  of 
both  Sexes  r1  Oh!  what  a  noble 
Talent  is  this  Courage  ?  How 
doth  it  make  You,  that  are  Great, 
fitted:  to  attain  an  eminent  Piety  ? 

G  And 
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And  what  a  Pity  is  it,  that  You  >■ 
ihould  con  fume  fuch  an  Heroick 
Difpofition  fo  contemptibly,  in 
profecuting  an  empty  Phantom  of 
Honour,  a  transient  Smoak  of 
Vanity  ?  It  is  this  vigorous  Refo- 
lution,  which  inclines  me  to  think, 
that'  tho’  in  truth  it  is  eafier  to 
convert  a  Poor  Man,  than  a  Per- 
fon  of  Quality,  yet  that  the  one 
arid  the  other  being  once  recove¬ 
red  from  an  evil  State,  the  Great 
Man  is  moft  likely  to  arrive  at 
Chriftian  Perfection,  and  to  fhine 
with  an  eminent  Piety.  F or  Per¬ 
fection  is  not  the  EffeCt  of  Sloth 
and  Cowardice,  but  muft  be  at¬ 
tained  by  Force  and  Violence.  It 
requires  great  Refolution  to  wage 
War  againft  a  wicked  World  ; 
to  engage  in  a  conftant  Combat 

with 


with  our  own  corrupt  Nature  ; 
to  contemn  the  vain  Difcourfes 
and  malicious  Cenfures  of  a  pro- 
phane  Age ;  to  fandtify  all  our  In- 
terefts,  and  all  our  Pleafures, which 
are  capable  of  Oppofing  the  De- 
fign  we  have  entertained  of  Plea- 
ling  GOD  above  all.  This  is 
not  an  Undertaking  for  a  weak 
and  irrefolute  Mind ;  it  calls  for 
thofe  great  Souls,  to  whom  the 
greateft  Hazards  appear  little  and 
inconfiderable ,  to  whom  even 
Difficulties  are  Motives  to  engage 
them  in  the  moft  hazardous  En- 


terprizes. 


XLV. 

I  may  add  to  this,  That  the 
Great  and  the  Rich  are  Matters  of 
fure  and  eafy  Methods  of  doing 

G  2  GOD 
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GOD  the  mod  important  Ser¬ 
vice,  by  their  Authority,  by  their 
Riches,  and  by  their  Example. 
It  is  true,  that  it  is  very  much  in 
Your  Power  to  corrupt  Mankind, 
and  to  contribute  towards  the 
Degeneracy  of  the  Age ;  but  it  is 
alfo  in  Your  Power  to  make  them 
pious  and  vertuous.  All  that  an 
Apoftle  is  able  to  effect  by  his 
Travails,  by  his  Labours,  by  his 
Preaching,  in  Seafon,  and  out  of 
Seafon ;  that  You  can  accomplilh 
without  making  any  great  Effort, 
without  taking  any  great  Pains.  It 
is  fufficient  to  this  Purpofe,  that 
You  openly  declare,  that  You  wilt 
admit  none  to  Your  Service,  that 
You  will  honour  none  with  Your 
Favours,  but  fuch  as  openly  de¬ 
clare  themfelves  in  behalf  of  Re¬ 
ligion 
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ligion  and  Vertue:  That  You 
have  no  Rewards,  no  Benefactions, 
no  Friendfhips,  but  for  thofe,  who 
render  themfelves  worthy  of  it, 
by  their  Piety  and  Probity :  That 
You  afiure  all  the  World,  that  the 
only  certain  Way  to  procure  Your 
Countenance  and  Encouragement, 
is  to  keep  a  Confcience  void  of  Of¬ 
fence,  both  towards  GOD,  and 
towards  Man  :  That  the  bold  and 
irreclaimable  Sinner,  let  his  Qua¬ 
lity  be  never  fo  great,  ihall  fuffer 
the  Penalty  of  ,the  Laws  againft 
Immorality  and  Prophanenefs  ; 
and  that  all  thofe,  who  labour  to 
put  fuch  good  Laws  in  Execu¬ 
tion,  flhall  be  fupported  and  main¬ 
tained  in  their  worthy  Endea¬ 
vours,  in  Defpite  of  fuch  in  Power, 
who  rnake  a  Mock  at  Sin.  Such 

G  3  Mea  fares. 
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Meafures,  taken  by  a  Court,  and 
fteadily  purfued,  would  quickly 
produce  a  Generation  of  Saints. 

XLVI. 

That  Money,  which  we  ufu- 
ally  fay  gets  the  better  of  every 
Thing,  may  it  not,  in  Your 
Hands,  prove  an  Inftrument  of 
Zeal,  whereby  the  Poor  and  the 
Miferable  may  be  drawn  to  the 
Service  of  GOD;  whofe  Souls, 
tho’  redeemed  by  the  Blood  of 
Christ,  are  for  the  mdft  part  fo 
fadly  neglected  ?  And  tho’  at 
firft  they  are  prevailed  upon  only 
by  Intereft,  yet  afterwards  they 
may  be  influenced  by  purer  Mo¬ 
tives,  to  Patience  and  Submiffion, 
to  attend  Publick  Prayers  and 
Sacraments,  to  be  reconciled  to 

their 
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their  Neighbours,  to  fupprefs  Re- 
fentments,  to  mend  their  common 
Faults,  fuch  as  Swearing,  Drink¬ 
ing,  and  Evil-Speaking  ;  for  good 
Advice,  accompanied  with  a  Gift, 
enters  into  the  very  Bottom  of  the 
Soul. 

XLVII. 

But  if  You  were  capable  of 
doing  no  other  Good,  than  what 
You  may  exercife,  without  Em¬ 
ploying  a  Thought,  by  the  Lu- 
ftre  and  Odour  of  a  Holy  Life  ; 
Who  can  put  a  true  Eftimate  up¬ 
on  the  Profit  and  Advantage  You 
might  reap  from  it  ?  That  which 

Perfons  of  an  inferiour  Rank  can 

( 

hardly  bring  others  to,  by  all  the 
Importunity  of  Counfel  and  Per- 
fuafion,  thatYou  may  effect  with- 

G  4.  out 
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out  ever  fpeaking  a  Word  tothem? 
by  the  filent  Authority  and  pow¬ 
erful  Allurement  of  Your  Exam¬ 
ple.  Thofe  that  are  in  a  private 
Condition,  as  a  Great  *  Author 
expreffes  it,  can  only  fhine  to  a 
Few ;  but  You,  that  are  advanced 
to  a  great  Height  above  others* 
may,  like  the  Heavenly  Bodies, 
difpenfe  a  general  Light  and  In¬ 
fluence,  and  fcatter  Happinefs  and 
Bleffings  among  all  that  are  below 
You.  I  will  fuppofe,  that  the 
'  greateft  Libertines  are  not  influen¬ 
ced  by  it ;  yetYour  good  Example 
will  certainly  ftrengthen  theWeak, 
confirm  the  Irrefolute,  eftablifh 
thofe  that  are  falling,  inflame  the 
Luke-warm,  make  the  Fervent 


f  Archbijhop  Till  ofc  foil. 

ai  * 
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perfevere,  comfort  the  Saints,  and 
confound  the  Wicked. 

'  XLVIII. 

These  are  thofe  Talents  the 
Providence  of  G  O  D  hath  com¬ 
mitted  to  Your  Management,  and 
they  are  great  Advantages  to¬ 
wards  the  Attaining  an  exalted 
Piety.  And  therefore,  it  is  very 
juft,  that  a  more  exaft  Account 
fhould  be  required  of  You,  who 
move  in  fo  high  a  Sphere,  who  fit 
in  high  Places,  than  thofe  who  live 
in  a  more  obfcure  Condition,  who 
were  never  inftru&ed  with  fuch 
Helps  and  Inftruments  of  Vertue. 

For  unto  wbomfbever  much  is  given , 
of  him  Jhall  much  be  required ;  and  to 
whom  Men  have  committed  much ,  of 
him  they  will  ask  the  more.  The 

Great . 
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Great  and  Powerful  Monarch, 
Solomon ,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
have  been  influenc’d  by  any  Thing, 
befides  the  Power  of  Truth,  when 
he  gave  a  definitive  Sentence  a- 
gainft  himfelf.  Hear ,  fays  he,  0 
ye  Kings  j  Learn ,  ye  that  are  Judges 
of  the  Earth ;  Give  Ear ,  you  that 
rule  the  People ,  ani  glory  in  the  Mul¬ 
titude  of  Nations  ;  yWerry  rw/Z  foon 
pardon  the  Meaneft ;  to  Mighty 
Men  J, hall  be  mightily  tormented.  If 
this  had  been  the  Didate  of  a 
Poor  Philofopher,  or  the  Saying 
of  fome  difgraced  Courtier,  we 
might  have  thought  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  comfort  himfelf  under 
his  Misfoltunes,  by  expofing  that 
Greatnefs  he  had  forfeited,  and  by 
wreaking  his  Revenge  upon  thofe 
Mighty  Men  whom  he  envied. 


But  fince  the  Maxim  was  deli¬ 
vered  from  the  Throne,  and  pro¬ 
nounced  by  a  Prince,  who  en¬ 
joyed  that  Power,  for  which}  he 
tells  us,  Great  Men  muft  fo  fevere- 
ly  anfwer  ;  we  may  fafely  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  Determination. 
And  indeed,  Reafon  juftifies  the 
Sentence,  and  fhews  us  how  fit  it 
is,  that  thofe  Great  and  Rich 
Men,  who  abufe  their  Talents, 
fhould  expert  a  feverer  Doom  than 
the  reft  of  Mankind. 


XL1X. 

For  their  Ingratitude  to  GOD 
is  of  the  deepeft  Dye ;  He  hath 
loaded  them  with  Bleffings,  and 
made  as  it  were  all  other  Creatures 
for  their  life  and  Benefit,  and  hath 
given  them  even  theService  of  their 

Fellow- 


9Z  An  Addrefs  to 

Fellow-Creatures;  and  yet  they 
have  not  acknowledged  the  Source 
from  whence  fuch  Favours  were 
derived.  And  they  have  not  only 
been  wanting  in  making  fit  Re* 
turns  to  his  diftinguilhing  Mer¬ 
cies,  but  they  have  abufed  them, 
by  making  them  Inftruments  of 
Iniquity ;  fo  that  what  was  de- 
figned  by  Infinite  Goodnefs  to 
raife  their  Thankfulnefs,  being 
abufed,  juftly  increafes  their  Con¬ 
demnation.  And  when  once  fuch 
Advantages  are  perverted,  who 
can  tell  the  Number  and  Heinouf- 
nefs  of  the  Sins  of  thofe  Perfons 

who  are  not  accuftomed  to  be  con- 

/  -  .  ,  0  ■  \ 

tradi&ed  in  any  Thing  ?  And 
how  eafily  their  corrupt  Nature 
prevails  to  be  gratify ’d  in  what¬ 
ever  it  defires  ?  Befides ,  they 

(hall 
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fhall  not  only  give  an  Account  of 
their  own  Sins,  but  fhall  be  an- 
fwerable  for  thole  of  others ;  luch, 
who  being  under  their  Care  and 
Government, have  been  negle&ed ; 
fuch,  who  by  their  bad  Example 
have  been  feduced.  And  who  can 
tell,  how  far  the  Contagion  of  this 
extends  ?  And  how  powerful  it 
hath  been  to  introduce  and  autho¬ 
rize  Vice  and  Vanity  ?  But  above 
all,  they  deferve  the  Rigour  of 
Divine  Vengeance,  for  oppofing 
the  Defigns  of  G  O  D’s  Provi¬ 
dence,  who  particularly  determi¬ 
ned  them  to  honour  Him,  and 
to  make  His  Name  honoured  by 
others ;  and  to  that  End  put  into 
their  Power  every  Thing  that  this 
World  affords,  to  advance  that  De- 
fygn. 

I, 
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L. 

I  f  then  the  raoft  exquifite  and 
the  fevered:  Torments  are  prepa¬ 
red  for  fuch  Great  and  Rich 
Men,  who  have  made  their  Great- 
nefs  and  their  Riches  Inftruments 
of  Iniquity;  who  can  exprefs 
how  much  the  Reward  of  thofe, 
that  have  improved  them  to  the 
beft  Purpofes,  (ball  exceed  that  of 
ordinary  and  common  Saints  ?  If 
there  are  Crowns  for  an  obfcure 
and  defpifed  Humility  ;  for  the 
Contempt  of  the  World  in  a  mean 
Condition ;  for  that  Juftice,  which 
hath  been  joined  with  an  Inca¬ 
pacity  of  doing  much  Mifchief; 
for  that  Meeknefs,  which  hath 
been  deprived  of  the  fureft  Means 
of  Refentment ;  for  that  Inno¬ 
cence, 


cence,  which  hath  always  been 
kept  at  a  Diftance  from  Tempta- 
tions:  What  Thrones,  what  Tri¬ 
umphs,  are  there  not  prepared 
for  thofe  Heroick  Vertues,  which 
have  not  only  maintained  them- 
felves,  but  have  increafed  in  the 
midft  of  the  raoft  corrupted 
Courts ;  which  have  flourifhed  in 
Spite  of  the  Allurements  of  a  de¬ 
generate  Age  ?  What  Exaltation 
(ball  not  that  Humility  receive, 
that  hath  continually  grown  under 
Honour  and  Preferment  ?  What 
a  glorious  Kingdom  fhall  not  that 
Poverty  of  Spirit  be  poflelfed  of, 
which  hath  been  able  to  preferve 
itfelf  under  great  Plenty  and  A- 
bundance  ?  What  Comfort  fhall 
not  be  adminiftred  to  them,  who 
have  been  Mourners,  when  the 
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Joys  and  Delights  of  the  World 
have  been  always  at  their  Com¬ 
mand  ;  who  have  abftained  from 
Pleafures,  when  all  Sorts  of  Plea- 
fure  feemed  to  court  them  ?  What 
a  Bleffed  Vifion  lhall  not  the  Pure 
in  Heart  be  eternally  entertained 
with,  who  have  preferved  their 
Chaftity  inviolable,  in  the  midft 
of  an  infe&ious  Air  ?  in  a  World, 
which  lays  perpetual  Snares  to 
corrupt  it,  which  perfecutes  and 
decries  it,  and  which  makes  their 
Shame  the  Matter  of  their  Glo¬ 
ry?  What  durable  Riches  lhall 
not  be  conferred  upon  thofe,  who 
who  have  difperfed  and  given  to 
the  Poor,  who  have  fed  the  Hun¬ 
gry,  and  cloathed  the  Naked, 
when  it  was  in  their  Power  to 

have 
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have  confumed  it  in  Luxury  and 
Magnificence  ? 


LL 

B  l  e  s  s  e  d  are  You  Rich,  whp 
fhall  be  found  without  Blemilh, 
who  have  not  gone  after  Gold. 
Happy,  infinitely  happy  will  You 
be,  beyond  Expreffion,  who  have 
always  put  Your  Truft  and  Con¬ 
fidence  in  the  Lord;  whole 
Hearts  have  not  been  corrupted 
by  the  Poflfefilon  of  Your  great 
Treafures ;  whofe  Minds  have 
not  become  vain  and  foolilh  from 
Your  Birth  and  Titles ;  who  have 
led  a  Vertuous  and  Pious  Life, 
in  the  midft  of  a  Wicked  and 
Depraved  World  ;  who,  having 
in  Your  Power  an  abfolute  Li¬ 
berty  to  do  every  Thing,  have 

H  always 
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always  kept  Yourfelves  within  the 
narrow  Bounds  of  GOD’s  Laws> 
and  when  You  might  have  done 
what  You  would,  did  nothing  but 
what  You  ought ;  who,  having  it 
in  Your  *  Power  to  do  Evil,  did 
it  not,  but,  on  the  contrary,  ex- 
ercifed  Yourfelves  in  good  Works, 
and  encouraged  others  to  do  the 
fame.  ■■ v: 

LIT. 

The  Angels  themfelves  will 
attend  Your  Souls  at  their  De¬ 
parture,  and  conduit  them  late¬ 
ly  to  the  Manfions  of  Blifs ;  all 
Paradife  will  echo  forth  Your 
Praifes,  whofe  Lives  have  been  a 
continual  Series  of  Miracles.  Since 


*  Nicnomjfc  vll'h  &  for  tun  Am  habuijfe  nocendi* 

You 
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You  have  fo  bravely  flood  the 
Charge,  and  overcome  the  World, 
You  (hall  be  numbred  among 
the  Saints  in  Glory  Everlafting. 
Death  (hall  only  make  Your  Ri¬ 
ches  durable,  and  Your  Great- 
nefs  (hall  accompany  You  into 
the  other  World ,  where  You  (hall 
be  as  much  diftinguiflied  among 
the  Bleffed  above,  as  You  have 
been  among  Men  here  below.  In 
(hort,  You  (hall  be  ever  with  the 
Lord  ;  In  wbofe  Prefence  is  Fulnefs 
of  Joy ,  and  at  wbofe  Right-Hand 
there  are  Pleafures  for  evermore . 


\ 


A 


REPRESENTATION 

Of  the  feveral 

Ways  and  Methods 

sS  If: 

OF 

DOING  GOOD. 

In  Purfuance  of  the  Defign  of 
the  Foregoing  Addrefsto  Perfotis 

of  Quality,  &c. 

T  is  poffible  by  the  Grace 
of  GOD,  that  when  fome 
Perfons  of  Quality  lhall 
have  read  attentively,  and 
confidered  ferioufly,  the 
Application  that  hath  been  made  to 
them,  in  relation  to  the  great  Bufinefs 
of  their  Salvation,  wherein  their  eter¬ 
nal  Happinefs  lies  at  Stake ;  they  may 
ht  difpofed  to  feeure  it,  as  by  other 

Me- 
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Methods  of  P  i  e  t  y  and  Devotion,  fo 
particularly  by  a  liberal  Exercife  of 
Charity;  fince  their  plentiful  Cir- 
cumftances  make  it  eafy  for  them  to  re¬ 
lieve  and  fupport  the  Miferies  of  Man¬ 
kind,  and  that  to  do  Good  and  to  com¬ 
municate  are  fuch  Sacrifices  as  G  O  D 
is  well  pleafed  with.  But  then,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  the  good  Spirit  of 
GOD  hath  difpofed  their  Minds  to  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  Spiritual  and  Tem¬ 
poral  Wants  of  the  Ignorant  and  Ne- 
ceffitous,  when  their  Hearts  are  as  rea¬ 
dy  to  fupply  the  Poor,  as  their  Eftates 
are  plentiful  to  furnifh  Materials  for  it, 
they  may  be  at  a  Lofs  for  fit  and  proper 
Ob j efts  to  exercife  their  Charity  upon , 
for  their  Condition  of  Life  fets  them  at 
a  Diftance  from  the  lamentable  Com¬ 
plaints  which  the  Inferiour  Bart  of 
Mankind  labour  under ;  and  the  Way 
and  Manner  of  Employing  their  Time, 
renders  them  uncapable  of  Performing 
their  Alms-Deeds  to  the  beft  Advan¬ 
tage  :  Therefore  I  thought  it  might  be 

H  3  of 
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of  great  Ufe  to  facilitate  their  doing 
Good,  to  collet  together  all  thofe  fe- 
veral  Ways  and  Methods  which 
are  now  carrying  on,  to  relieve  the 
temporal  Neceflities  of  our  Neighbour, 
and  to  iurnilh  befides  the  Poor  with  all 
thofe  neceffary  Means  of  Inftruftion  in 
Chriftian  Knowledge ,  as  might  tend  to 
make  them  bear  their  hard  Circumftan- 
ces  with  Patience  and  Refignation  to 
the  Will  of  GOD,  as  well  as  to  render 
them  meet  to  be  made  Partakers  of 
the  Inheritance  of  the  Saints  in  Light. 

I  have  often  thought,  that  if  the 
Rich  and  Great  Ones  of  this  World 
were  thorowly  acquainted  with  the 
Wants  of  Mankind,  if  their  Miferies 
were  familiar  to  them,  it  would  not  be 
poffible  for  them  to  pafs  them  by,  as 
altogether  unconcerned  in  them.  GOD 
hath  placed  a  compaffionate  Senfe  of 
the  Misfortunes  of  others  deeply  rooted 
in  our  Natures,  fo  that  when  we  once 
Rate  them  in  the  Face,  they  melt  us  in¬ 
to  a  Readinefs  to  relieve  theni.  And 
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then  this  happy  Difpofition  to  Vertue 
is  ftrengthened  by  the  Command  of 
GOD,  which  makes  it  our  Duty  :  And 
we  are  farther  excited  to  the  Perfor¬ 
mance  of  it,  by  that  infinite  Reward 
that  attends  it ;  which  makes  it  our  In- 
terfft.  But  fince  we  cannot  expert  that 
Perfons  of  Quality  fliould  have  an  actu¬ 
al  Knowledge  of  that  great  Variety  of 
Mifery,  which  afflicts  the  Loweft  Part 
of  the  World,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  reprefent  a  Scheme  of  their  feveral 
Wants  to  their  Confideration ;  that 
whenever  they  are  difpofed  to  do  an 
A6t  of  Charity,  they  may  never  want 
a  proper  Method  to  exert  it. 

W  e  fee  how  ready  the  Men  of  this 
World  are  to  place  their  Money  in  all 
thofe  Funds ,  which  promife  them  Se¬ 
curity  and  Increafej  nay,  if  Profit 
proves  very  inviting,  they  are  apt  to 
overlook  the  Danger,  being  tempted 
by  the  Expe&ation  of  a  very  great  Im¬ 
provement  of  their  Principal.  And  why 
fliould  not  thofe,  who  have  a  Defign 

H  4  upon 
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upon  Heaven,  and  carry  their  Views 
into  Eternity,  be  as  wife  for  the  Good 
of  their  Souls  ?  Now  the  following 
Methods  of  doing  Good,  which  I  {hall  lay 
before  thofe  whom  GOD  hath  blelfed 
with  large  and  plentiful  Fortunes,  may 
properly  be  looked  upon  as  fo  many  Spi¬ 
ritual  Banks ,  where  their  Money  is  fe- 
cured  by  the  Word  of  infallible  Truth, 
and  where  the  Profit  is  as  durable  as 
their  Souls,  and  as  large  as  their  Wi- 
fhes.  ,  , 

T  o  make  this  Profped  of  the  Wants 
of  our  Neighbour  more  diftinft,  I  Ihall 
confider  them  under  Two  different 

Views ;  thofe  that  relate  to  their 

Souls,  and  thofe  that  relate  to  theif 

’  •  ( 
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Thofe  Wants  which  relate 
to  the  Souls  of  Men. 

i.  DU  I L  D  I  N  G  of  Churches  or 
^  Chappels  of  Eafe  in  the  Large  Pa - 
rijhes  of  the  City  of  London,  or  in  any  o- 
ther  City  or  Town ,  where  they  are  wanted. 

Since  Place  is  as  neceflary  as  Time 
for  the  publick  Performance  of  the  Wor- 
ftiip  of  GOD,  where  that  is  wanting, 
it  muft  follow,  that  by  degrees  Reli¬ 
gion  itfelf  will  fink  and  decay.  And 
therefore  the  Ereding  and  Setting  apart 
Places  for  the  Exercife  of  the  folemn 
Ads  of  Religion,  feems  countenanced 
by  the  Voice  of  Nature,  as  well  as  by 
the  Approbation  of  G  O  D,  from  the 
Beginning  of  the  World  ;  for  in  fuch 
Parilhes,  where  the  Number  ofPari- 
Ihioners  exceeds  ten  times  the  Capacity 
of  the  Church  to  receive  them,  there 
are  many  that  totally  negled  the  pub-* 
lick  Worlhip  of  G  O  D,  and  are  there¬ 
by 
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by  deprived  of  the  Means  of  Grace, 
the  Feeding  of  their  Minds  with  necef- 
fary  Knowledge,  the  Joining  in  thofe 
united  Prayers  which  are  offered  up  by 
a  Commiffioned  Officer,  and  the  Com¬ 
municating  in  the  Holy  Sacrament  of 
Christ’s  Body  and  Blood.  Others 
whofe  Minds  are  more  ferious,  but  not 
grounded  in  any  true  Principles,  which 
fix  them  to  the  Communion  of  the 
Church  of  England ,  take  up  with  the 
next  Meeting-Houfe  where  they  can 
be  accommodated  with  Room,  and  are 
unawares  betrayed  into  the  Hands  of 
Teachers,  who  are  deftitute  of  that  Au¬ 
thority,  which  the  Church  of  England 
requires  in  her  Pallors.  Now,  of  what 
great  Confequence  is  it,  to  prevent  both 
thefe  difmal  Effe&s  ?  which  can  never  be 
fuccefsfully  compared,  till  we  increafe 
the  Number  of  Churches  in  great  Pa¬ 
nflies,  and  provide  for  the  convenient 
Attendance  of  all  thofe  upon  the  pub- 
lick  Worihip  of  GOD,  who  dwell  in 
fuch  Places.  I  cannot  but  think  it  a 

Devililh 
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Devilifii  Maxim,  which  the  Enemy  of 
our  Salvation  hath  propagated  with 
great  Art  and  Subtlety,  ‘That  we  Jhould 
forfwear  nothing  but  the  Building  of 
Churches ;  for  if  he  can  once  prevail 
upon  Men  to  negleft  the  necelfary  Pro- 
vifion  of  Places,  where  they  may  meet 
to  pay  their  publick  Acknowledgment 
to  the  great  Author  of  our  Being ;  he 
will  quickly  make  them  indifferent, 
whether  they  offer  him  any  publick 
Worlhip  at  all  j  and  therefore,  I  think 
all  good  People  Ihould  avoid  the  Ufing 
of  a  Proverb,  which  tends  fo  much  to 
the  Prejudice  of  Religion,  and  refle&s 
fo  much  Dilhonour  upon  GOD  Him- 
felf.  And  therefore  I  hope,  in  Defpite 
of  this  Artifice  of  the  Devil,  all  Rich 
and  Great  Men,  who  dwell  in  fuch 
large  Parilhes,  will  confider  what  great 
Profit  and  Advantage  they  may  bring 
to  the  Souls  of  Men,  by  being  inftru- 
mental  in  getting  Churches  erefted: 
And  this  is  not  fo  difficult  as  at  firft 
Sight  it  may  appear  to  be ;  for  by  Be¬ 
ginning 
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ginning  a  Subfcription  for  that  Pur- 
pofe  with  50  or  ioo  /.  and  by  Coun¬ 
tenancing  it  by  their  Authority,  as 
well  as  Example,  and  by  Encouraging 
others  to  promote  the  fame  good  Work, 
it  will  fenfibly  increafe,  and  Mens  Minds 
will  quickly  be  affeded  with  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  it,  when  they  are  by  this 
means  put  upon  confidering  it  $  and 
there  are  Inftances  to  be  given  of  the 
Truth  of  this  Obfervation. 

And  hence  it  was,  that  an  Ad  was  fo 
eafily  obtained  in  the  Ninth  Year  of  Her 
late  Majefty,  for  granting  feveral  Duties 
upon  Coals ,  for  Building  Fifty  new 
Churches  in  and  about  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Wejiminfler ,  and  Suburbs 
thereof :  As  alfo  another  Ad,  the  Year 

J  I 

following,  for  Enlarging  the  Time  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  Commiffioners  appointed  by 
the  Queen,  purfuant  to  the  afbrefaid 
Ad ;  and  alfo  for  giving  them  farther 
Powers  for  better  Effeding  the  fame. 
How  this  was  brought  about,  even  at 
a  Time,  when  the  Nation  was  involved 
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in  a  rnoft  expenfive  War,  and  with 
what  a  furprizing  Facility  it  was  carried 
through  the  Parliament;  as  it  doth  well 
indeed  deferve  to  be  remembred  to  the 
Honour  of  the  principal  Managers  and 
Movers  in  it,  fo  it  doth  alfo  give  a 
comfortable  ProipeCt ,  that  fome  fuc- 
ceeding  Parliament,  in  Emulation  of 
That,  may  be  as  ready  and  willing  to 
fettle  a  certain  and  fixed  Maintenance 
upon  the  Rcftors  of  thofe  new  Church¬ 
es,  when  finiflied,  as  that  was  to  find 
a  Provifion  for  Building  them. 

And  it  is  to  be  wilhed,  that  the 
Public k  would  concern  themfelves  in  a 
Matter  of  fuch  great  Confequencc,  not 
only  in  and  about  this  great  City,  as 
they  now  have  begun  to  do,  but  in  the 
other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  in  any  other 
City  or  Town  where  thefe  are  wanted ; 
and  efpecially,  where  Buildings  in- 
creafe  ,  they  would  hereafter  oblige 
the  Ground-Landlords,  when  they  build 
fuch  a  Number  of  Houfes,  to  ereft  a 
Church,  which  might  contain  the  new 

Inha- 
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Inhabitants  :  And  that  where  Pariihes 
in  the  Country  are  very  large,  and 
fome  Parts  of  them  lying  at  a  great 
Diftance  from  the  other,  there  Chap- 
pels  of  Eafe  lhould  be  erefted  in  like 
manner  for  the  remote  Inhabitants , 
according  to  the  beft  and  eafieft  Me¬ 
thods  of  Compaffing  it. 

N  o  w,  for  what  hath  been  fet  on 
foot  lately  of  this  Nature  by  the  pub- 
lick  Piety,  let  GOD  be  praifed.  But 
the  Work  is  not  done,  which  is  begun : 
And  it  may  ftill  be  very  much  in  the 
Power  of  Perfons  of  Quality  and  of 
Eftate,  if  religioufly  difpofed,  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  further  the  Building  of  thefe 
new  Churches,  for  the  better  Inftru- 
&ion  of  all  Perfons  inhabiting  in  the 
feveral  Pariihes  wherein  the  fame  are 
to  be  built,  in  the  true  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion,  as  profeffed  in  the  Church  of 
England  j  by  their  foil  and  hearty  Con¬ 
currence  in  all  proper  Meafures  for 
Anfwering  the  pious  Endeavours  of  the 
Legiflature  in  this  Affair  j  by  removing 

any 
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any  Obftacles  or  Difficulties  which  are 
caft  in  the  Way ;  or  by  giving  the  Sites, 
or  felling  them  at  an  eafy  Purchafe. 
All  that,  which  is  thus  laid  out,  or  ex¬ 
pended,  is  put  into  the  Bank  of  the  San¬ 
ctuary  $  where  it  is  feeured  to  them, 
even  beyond  a  Poffibifity  of  Lofing 
it. 

But  whereas  the  Churches  alfo  of 
many  Parilhes  throughout  this  King¬ 
dom,  as  alfo  Ireland ,  are  at  this  Time 
in  a  very  poor  and  ruinous  Condition, 
and  in  fome  Places,  many  Inhabitants 
are  oblig’d  to  go  feveral  Miles  to  enjoy 
the  Benefit  of  the  publick  Worlhip  5  it 
were  to  be  wi fired  that  a  Provifion 
could  be  found,  both  for  increafing 
the  Number  of  them,  where  wanted, 
and  of  repairing  and  making  new  the 
Old  :  And  that,  for  this  End,  my  Lords 
the  Bilhops  would  make  an  exad  Sur¬ 
vey,  and  give  in  thereupon  a  Lift  to 
the  Great  Council  of  the  Nation, of  what 
Churches  or  Chappels  are  wanted,  or 
what  are  proper  to  be  rebuilt  or  repaired 

within 
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within  their  feveral  Diocefes  refpefitive- 

ly- 

But  till  this  Chriftian  Spirit  farther 
diffufes  itfelf  into  the  Legiflative  Power, 
it  is  plain,  that  a  Man  of  Quality  hath 
fufficient  Means  ready  at  hand  to  ac- 
complilh  it  j  and  it  will  be  very  proper 
for  him  to  choofe  fuch  Great  Towns 
for  the  Erecting  of  eonfecrated  Places, 
as  are  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  his 
large  Dominions ;  fo  that  the  bountiful 
Donor  of  what  he  enjoys,  may  be  con- 
ftantly  adored  there,  from  whence  his 
Supplies  proceed :  And  this  is  the  firft 
Method  which  I  fiiall  offer  of  Doing 
Good  to  the  Souls  of  Men. 

2.  Difperfing  of  Bibles, Common-Prayer 
Bookstand  other  plain  Practical  Treat ifes . 

The  Benefit  of  this  Charity  to  the 
Souls  of  Men,  appears  at  firft  Sight,  be- 
caufe  it  tends  to  furnilh  their  Minds 
with  all  neceffary  Knowledge,  which 
muft  be  laid  as  a  Foundation  for  their 
Practice :  By  this  means  they  are  in- 

ftru&ed 


Y 


of  Doing  Good. 

ftru&ed  in  the  great  Points  of  Chri- 
ftian  Belief,  and  acquainted  with  the 
feveral  Branches  of  their  Duty,  which 
relate  to  G  O  D,  their  Neighbour,  and 
Themfelves.  It  i*  not  enough  that  Men 
are  made  Chriftians  by  Baptifm  j  they 
muft  underftand  the  Nature  of  the  fo- 
lemn  Vow  they  then  made ;  and  as  they 
hope  for  the  B  Idled  Fruits  and  Effects 
of  Christ’s  Death,  fo  they  muft 
perform  thofe  Conditions  upon  which 
they  are  promifed  ;  For  He  is  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  Salvation  to  none  but  thofe  that 
obey  Him. 

I  t  is  true,  that  it  is  a  peculiar  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Members  of  the  Church 
of  England ,  that  if  they  frequent  the 
publick  Prayers,  they  conftantly  hear 
a  confiderable  Portion  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  read  to  them:  For  thePfalms 
of  David  are  read  thro’  once  every 
Month  ;  the  Old  Teftament  for  the 
tnoft  part  once  every  Year;  and  |he 
New  Teftament  every  Year  thrice  ; 
whereby  the  Minds  of  Men  may  be 

I  ftored 
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ftored  with  the  whole  Scheme  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  that  relates  to  Faith 
and  Practice.  But  alas I  the  Poor 
have  not  thefe  Opportunities  every 
Day,  but  in  great  Cities  and  Towns  ; 
and  if  they  had,  the  conftant  Labour 
they  employ  for  their  Subfiftence  will 
prevent  their  Attendance  at  fuch  Times. 
So  that  bdides  the  Inftru£tions  they 
may  receive  from  frequenting  the  pub- 
lick  Worlhip  on  the  Lor  o’s-Day,  it 
will  be  very  neceffary,  in  order  to  tn- 
ftrud  them  in  all  the  Particulars  of 
their  Duty,  to  lodge  good  Books  m 
their  Families  ;  of  which  the  Bible 
ought  to  have  the  Preference,  becaufe 
it  is  the  written  Word  of  GOD,  and 
contains  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of 
their  Eternal  Happinefs  j  the  Common- 
Prayer  or  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England  ought  to  accompany  it,  becaufe 
it  is  the  publick  Service  of  the  Church, 
wherein  they  are  obliged  frequently  to 
join,  and  therefore  cannot  be  too  well 
acquainted  with  it.  After  this  the 

Whole 
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Whole  Duty  of  Man  is  very  properly 
introduced;,  which  explains  the  feverai 
Heads  of  their  Duty  :  And  if  any 
be  defirous  of  Variety,  and  are  willing 
to  choofe  Traits  upon  particular  Sub¬ 
jects,  which  coft  but  little,  that  grea¬ 
ter  Numbers  may  be  diftributed,  they 
may  confult  a  Catalogue  of  Booh  and 
finall  Tracts  againft  Vice  and  Immora¬ 
lity,  and  for  promoting  the  Knowledge 
and  Practice  of  the  Chriflian  Religion , 
collected  under  particular  Heads,  with 
the  Prices  of  each  of  them  fingle ,  atid  by 
the  Hundred,  and  Printed  by  Jofeph 
Downing  in  Bartholomew-Clofe,  near 
Smithfield,  1707. 

They  that  are  poor  may  plead, 
that  they  are  not  able  to  fupply  tbem- 
felves  with  Books ,  becaufe  of  their 
great  Poverty  j  and  I  do  not  know,  but 
that  a  good  Book  may  be  a  very  fea- 
fonable  Charity  to  Rich  Farmers  and 
feverai  Tradefmen,  who  are  fo  intent 
upon  the  World,  and  fo  bufie  to  heap 
up  Riches,  that,  not  being  very  ferious, 

I  2  they 
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they  look  upon  a  Shilling  loft,  that 
muft  go  to  purchafe  any  Pious  Book : 
Whereas,  if  it  comes  as  a  Gift  froni 
their  Superiors,  they  are  firft  pleafed 
with  it  as  a  Mark  of  their  Favour, 
which  engages  them  to  read  ;  and  tnen, 
by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  the  Serioufnefs 
of  the  Matter,  and  the  Importance  of 
the  Subject ,  may  feize  upon  their 
Minds,  and  make  them  Pious  and  De- 
vout  Chriftians. 

Great  Men  ought  to  take  care 
that  all  their  Servants  be  fupplied  with 
fuch  good  Books,  that  they  may  em¬ 
ploy  their  leifure  Hours  j  that  their  Te¬ 
nants  be  fufficiently  provided ,  and 
the  Poor,  particularly  in  thofe  Parts 
where  their  Eftates  lie.  This  Method 
will  make  them  Preachers  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs,  atfd  give  them  a  Share  with 
the  Authors  of  fuch  good  Books  in  the 
Reward  of  fuch  Performances.  A  Par¬ 
cel  of  Books  well  chofcn,  fent  down 
to  the  Minifter  of  the  Pariflt,  who  is 

fenfible  ot  the  Advantage  of  fuch  a 
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Diftribution,  will  put  a  new  Life  into 
the  Pra&ice  of  Religion.  But  if  a  Per- 
fon  of  Quality  will  lodge  a  Sum  with 
the  Society  for  propagating  Chrijlian 
Knowledge ,  who  make  it  one  Branch 
of  their  Province  to  difperfe  good 
Books  all  over  the  Kingdom,  in  the 
Army  and  in  the  Fleet  ;  it  will  be  di- 
ftributed  faithfully  to  great  Advantage, 
by  reafon  of  the  Correfpondence  they 
maintain  all  over  the  Nation :  Their 
Treafurer  is  the  Reverend  Mr.  Shute3  at 
London-Houfe  in  Alder  [gate -Street. 

3 .  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  oj 
the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts, 

How  necelfary  the  Ere&ing  of  fuch 
a  Corporation  was,  will  appear  from 
the  mean  Provifion  that  is  made  for 
Minifters,  in  many  of  our  Plantations 
and  Colonies,  and  that  fome  of  them 
were  wholly  deftitute,  and  unprovided 
of  a  Maintenance  for  Minifters  and  the 
publick  Worlbip  of  GOD  j  and  that  fop 
want  of  fuch  Support  and  Maintenance, 

I  3  many 
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many  were  deprived  of  the  Admini— 
ftration  of  GODs  Word  and  Sacra¬ 
ments,  and  feCmed  to  be  abandoned 
to  Atheifm  and  Infidelity  >  and  for 
want  of  the  Means  of  Inftruaion,  ma¬ 
ny  were  perverted  by  the  Priefts  of 
the  Church  of  Rome.  Now,  how  can 
the  Glory  of  GOD,  and  the  Good 
of  Souls  be  better  promoted,  than  by 
making  Provifion  to  inftruft  People  in 
the  Principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  ? 
And  what  better  Provifion,  than  a  Pi¬ 
ous  and  Orthodox  Clergy  ?  And  what 
better  Method  to  procure  fuch  a  Cler- 
py,  than  by  providing  a  fuffkient  Main¬ 
tenance  for  their  Subfiftence  ?  In  order 
to  carry  on  this  good  Defign,  feveral 
Miffionaries  have  been  fent  with  conve¬ 
nient  Salaries,  and  with  a  moderate 
Provifion  of  Books  for  themfelves,  and 
a  Pareel  of  fmall  Tracfts  upon  Pra&ical 
Subjects  to  be  diftributed  in  thofe  Pla¬ 
ces  where  they  are  fent  j  and  the  Soci¬ 
ety  hath  not  only  provided  for  their 
Subfiftence,  but  for  their  pious  and  fo- 

ber 
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ber  Deportment  in  their  refpe&ive  Sta¬ 
tions,  by  requiring  ftrid  Teftimonials 
of  the  neceflfary  Qualifications  for  their 
Funftion  before  they  choofe,  and  by 
giving  them  a  Paper  of  necefliry  In- 
ftru&ions  for  their  Behaviour  when  they 
are  chofe  ,  with  a  Scheme  and  Me¬ 
thod  of  Keeping  a  Notitia  Parochialis. 
Neither  hath  the  Society  been  unmind¬ 
ful  of  Ufing  their  Endeavours  for  pro¬ 
pagating  the  Gofnel  among  the  Heathen 
Indians  and  Slaves^  in  and  near  our 
feveral  Plantations.  The  Reverend  Mr. 
cThoroughgood  Moor ,  a  Clergyman  of 
good  Learning,  Zeal,  and  Prudence , 
offered  himfelf  for  the  difficult  Million 
among  the  Indians  of  the  five  Nations^ 
and  accepted  of  an  xoo  L  per  annum 
for  his  Support  in  that  Service :  Who 
died  fome  Years  fince,  and  is  fucceeded 
in  that  great  and  charitable  Work,  by 
the  Reverend  Mr.  William  Andrews ,  a 
grave  and  exemplary  Divine,  and  one 
well  qjxalify’d  for  that  important  Mini- 
ftry >  and  is  allowed  by  the  Society 

I  4  150  /• 
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!  5  O  l.  per  annum.  And  they  have  em¬ 
ployed  Mr.  Elias  Neau,  a  zealous  Lay¬ 
man  of  Mew-Tor},  as  a  Catechift  to  in- 
ftruft  the  few  Indians,  that  were  dif- 
perfed  among  the  EngUJh  and  the  Negro 
Slaves,  in  the  Principles  of  Chriftianity, 
with  a  Salary  of  50  l,  per  annum.  They 
have  diftributed  great  Quantities  of 
Bibles,  and  Common- Prayer  Books, 
and  other  plain  and  practical  Treatifes  j 
and  they  have  taken  care  to  propagate 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  according  to  the 
Purity  of  Faith  and  Worfhip  profeffed 
jn  the  Church  of  England.  In  profecu- 
ting  and  fupporting  their  Defigns,  the 
Society  hath  been  at  great  Expences, 
which  are  raifed,  partly  by  the  Sub- 
fcription  of  their  own  Members,  and 
partly  by  the  Benefaftions  of  well-dif- 
pofed  Chriftians,  who  have  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Defign  5  which,  by 
the  Encouragement  given  from  the 
Crown,  hath  been  very  much  promo¬ 
ted,  as  more  particularly  by  the  Queen’s 
Letter  for  Making  a  Colleftion  in  feve« 
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ral  Parilhes,  in  and  about  London ,  and 
feveral  other  Cities.  If  their  Abilities 
were  enlarged ,  equal  to  the  Wants 
and  repeated  Defires  of  the  People^ 
they  would  continually  fend  over  more 
Miffionaries,  contribute  to  the  Ere&ing 
and  Endowing  more  Churches,  and 
Chappels,  Schools,  and  Libraries  :  So 
that  every  one  may  perceive,  how  a 
Charity  in  this  Kind  promotes  G  O  D’s 
Glory,  and  the  Salvation  of  Souls.  And 
if  GOD  lhall  touch  any  Perfon  of 
Quality  with  a  Defire  of  Doing  Good 
this  Way,  they  may  fend  in  their  Be¬ 
nefactions  to  the  Treafurer  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety,  Rowland  Tryon  Efq;  at  his  Houfe 
in  Limeflreet >  and  if  they  defire  far¬ 
ther  Particulars  of  the  Nature  and 
Tranfa&ions  of  the  Society,  they  may 
read  a  Book  called.  An  Account  of  the 
Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Fo¬ 
reign  Parts  :  Printed  by  Jofeph  Down¬ 
ing  in  Bartholomew-Clofe  near  Weft- 
Smithfield, 
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4.  Setting  up  Colleges ,  or  Seminaries 
for  the  Candidates  of  Holy  Orders  ;  and 
particularly  for  the  MiJJion  into  America, 
and  other  Remote  Parts. 

As  nothing  can  have  a  greater  or 
more  vifible  Tendency,  either  to  the 
Promotion  of  Chriftian  Knowledge  and 
Practice  at  Home,  or  to  the  Propaga¬ 
tion  of  the  Gofpel  in  our  Plantations  a- 
broad,  than  fuch  an  Eftablifhment  as 
this ;  it  tending  fo  immediately  to  the 
Advancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  our 
Lord,  and  to  the  Inftrudtion  of  His 
Minifters  and  Officers  in  all  the  feveral 
Branches  of  their  Duty,  fo  much  need¬ 
ed  ;  So  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  none 
who  have  thefe  excellent  Views  at 
Heart,  will  have  the  leaft  Difficulty  to 
further  and  promote  a  Defign  which 
hath  fo  much  to  recommend  it,  and 
which  may  be  fo  highly  rewarded.  It 
might  not  be  very  difficult  to  fet  this 
on  foot  in  fome  of  the  Colleges  in  our 
Univerfities,  if  any  Perfons  of  Quality 
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and  Intereft  there,  to  whom  this  may 
come,  would  but  heartily  efpoufe  an 
Affair  of  this  Confequence,  and  con¬ 
tribute  towards  it,  according  as  GOD 
hath  bleffed  them. 

A  n  d  if  the  Palaces  of  Bilhops  might 
become  again,  as  heretofore,  the  Schools 
of  Candidates  for  the  Holy  Miniftry, 
how  then  would  Religion  in  general, 
and  our  Church  in  particular,  flouriih  ? 
Some  Attempts  of  this  Nature  have 
been  made  of  late  Years ;  but  for  want 
of  fufficient  Encouragement,  as  well 
as  of  due  Regulations,  for  carrying  it 
on,  this  neceffary  Undertaking  hath  not 
hitherto  met  with  all  that  Succefs  which 
could  be  wilhed  for.  However  a  fmall 
Seminary  of  this  Kind  hath  within  thefe 
few  Years  been  fet  up  in  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
under  the  Direction  of  the  good  Bilhop 
thereof;  who  made  alfo  a  Propofal,  fome 
time  fince,  to  the  Society  for  propaga¬ 
ting  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts ,  to  edu¬ 
cate  or  prepare  four  MiJJionaries  in  his 
Seminary  at  a  very  low  Rate,  to  be  at 
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the  Command  and  Dire&ion  of  the 
faid  Society.  And  as  thole  ihould  have 
been  educated  under  the  Eye  of  the 
Bifhop,  who  muft  thence  be  acquainted 
with  their  true  Character;  probably 
fuch  only  would  be  prefented  to  that 
molt  important  Service,  whofe  Quali¬ 
fications  were  before  fufficiently  tryed 
and  approved}  and  fuch  as  might  be 
an  Honour  to  their  Holy  Profelfion,  and 
the  Million  they  are  defigned  for,  as 
Faithful  and  True  Labourers  in  that 
Vineyard,  which  falleth  to  their  Lot. 

There  are  fome  Wife  and  Good 
Men  of  Opinion,  that  they,  who  are 
fent  out  to  fuch  a  Milfion  in  our  Plan¬ 
tations  abroad,  Ihould  be  obliged  to 
ftudy  and  pra£tife  Phyfick  and  Chirur- 
gery;  that  they  may  have  the  better 
Opportunity  of  Doing  Good  to  Mens 
Souls,  whilft  they  are  taking  Care  of 
their  Bodies.  The  Bifliop’s  Propofal 
did  not  extend  fo  far  :  But  this  hath 
been  taken  up  by  Others,  and  much 
recommended  for  its  apparent  Ufeful- 
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nefs  to  all  Mankind.  And  this  evi¬ 
dently  was  the  Defign  of  that  mod  ge¬ 
nerous  Benefactor  to  this  Society,  Mr* 
Christopher  Codrington,  by  his  Be¬ 
queathing  above  2000  1.  per  annum  to 
them,  clear  of  all  Charges,  for  the  Set¬ 
ting  up  a  Seminary  of  this  Kind,  (the 
Conditution  whereof  he  neverthelefs 
leaveth  to  them)  as  well  as  for  other 
Ufes  and  Purpofes  tending  to  the  fame 
noble  End.  What  Progrefs  hath  been 
already  made  in  Executing  his  Will, 
and  Improving  his  Bequed  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  i  particularly  in  Building  a  Col¬ 
lege  in  Barhadoes ,  for  the  Ends  by  him 
propofed,  may  be  feen  at  large  in  feve- 
ral  Accounts  publilh’d  by  Order;  and 
a  Plan  proje&ed  for  the  faid  College  by 
that  worthy  Gentleman  Colonel  Lilly, 
is  inferted  in  an  AbdraCfc  of  the  mod 
material  Proceedings  and  Occurrences 
relating  to  this  Body,  for  the  Year 
MDCCXIII.  which  is  publilh’d  with 
an  excellent  Sermon  of  the  Reverend 
Dean  of  Canterbury  Dr.  Stanhope ,  preach¬ 
ed 
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ed  at  their  laft  Anniverfary  Meeting  be¬ 
fore  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign 
Parts. 

But  not  only  for  the  Miffionaries, 
who  are  called  to  propagate  the  Gofpel 
among  Infidels  abroad,  but  for  all  o- 
ther  Candidates  of  Divinity  ,  it  hath 
been  much  wifiied  by  many,  as  before 
was  hinted,  that  there  were  fome  pro¬ 
per  Seminaries,  where,  after  an  Acade¬ 
mical  Education  firft  laid  in  one  or 
other  of  our  Univerfities,  they  might 
not  only  be  fully  inftrmSed  in  the  Art 
of  Preaching,  but  in  all  other  Parts  of 
their  Duty,*  and  more  efpecially,  how 
to  perform  all  the  publick  Offices  with 
a  becoming  Gravity  and  Devotion.  We 
have  indeed  very  noble  Foundations  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Theological  Stu¬ 
dies  :  But  there  feems  to  be  fomewhat 
further  yet  required,  beyond  the  com¬ 
mon  Method  which  is  taken  in  the 
Colleges,  of  which  Dr.  Busby,  the  late 
Matter  of  Weftminfter  School,  and  Mr. 
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Waple ,  late  Vicar  of  S.  Sepulchres ,  be¬ 
ing  made  truly  fenfible,  did  endeavour, 
by  their  prudent  BeneTadtion  to  two 
Colleges  in  Oxford ,  to  find  fome  Re¬ 
medy. 

The  Rules  laid  down  by  the  For¬ 
mer,  for  the  Foundation  of  a  Cateche¬ 
tical  and  Preaching  Ledture,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Latter,  have  clearly  no 
other  Aim,  than  to  fupply  a  Defedi 
which  had  been  much  and  long  com¬ 
plained  of;  and  to  furnifli  out  able 
Minifters  of  the  Word  and  Sacra¬ 
ments,  by  a  particular  Application  and 
Study  of  the  Candidates  to  that  Pur- 
pofe,  for  the  Difcharge  of  that  great 
Truft  which  is  repofed  in  them.  And 
if  what  hath  been  attempted  in  two  or 
three  of  thefe  Learned  Seminaries,  was 
but  well  executed,  and  improved,  what 
an  Honour  would  it  be  to  thofe  Socie¬ 
ties,  and  what  a  Strength  to  the  Church 
of  England  ?  And  what  nobler  Re¬ 
turn  can  be  made  by  a  Man  of  Quality, 
or  by  any  one  of  Ability,  who  hath 
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been  educated  in  any  of  thefe,  to  con* 
tribute  his  Utmoft  to  make  them  Ihine 
with  true  Apoftolical  Miflionaries,  and 
with  the  moft  accompliihed  Perfons  of 
their  Order ,  by  fuch  prudent  outward 
Provifions  and  Encouragements,  as 
might  be  given  ?  This  is  a  Fund 
which  may  produce  a  very  confiderabk 
Jncreafe,  being  well  managed. 

But  nothing  would  be  likely  to  give 
a  greater  Increafe,  in  the  Opinion  of 
the  belt  and  ableft  Friends  to  our  Holy 
Religion,  than  the  Foundation  of  fuch 
Apoftolical  Seminaries  in  every  Dio* 
cefe,  under  the  immediate  Direction  of 
the  Bilhop  thereof.  However,  till  it 
fliall  pleafe  G  O  D  to  infpire  fome  in 
Power  with  a  noble  Refolution  for  Ad¬ 
vancing  His  Glory  by  this  Way,  there 
will  not  be  wanting  Opportunity  to  the 
Rich  in  this  World  to  lay  up  for  them- 
felves  a  permanent  Treafure,  by  Dif- 
pofing  of  fome  Part  of  what  they  pof- 
fefs  to  the  Carrying  on  ot  fo  uleful  a 
Defign  j  where, and  as  it  can  moft  conve¬ 
niently 
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hiently  be  done.  And  therefore  the 
Corporation  for  propagating  the  Gofpel 
in  Foreign  Parcs  have  wifely  given  In- 
ftru&ions  for  the  Clergy  employ’d  by 
them,  to  be  obferved  both  upon  their 
Admiflion  by  the  Society,  and  upon 
their  Going  on  board  the  Ship  defign- 
ed  for  their  Paffage,  as  alfo  upon  their 
Arrival  in  the  Country  whither  they 
are  fent ;  and  that  with  refpe&  to  them- 
felves,  to  their  Parochial  Cure,  and  to 
the  Society  from  whom  they  are  fent* 
Thefe  Inftru&ions  are  wifely  drawn 
up :  But  there  is  fomething  ftill  appa^ 
rently  wanting,  which,  by  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  a  generous  Benefactor's  Charity $ 
We  may  hope  to  fee  fupplied  >  when 
by  fettling  fuch  a  Seminary  in  our 
Plantations,  there  may  be  mrfed  up$ 
and  fent  forth,  as  the  Dean  of  Canter * 
bury  faith.  Numbers  of  Able  and  Faith* 
ful  Minijlers  to  affift  in  this  Blejfed  Wo'rh 
But  till  we  may  be  able  to  eftablifh  a 
Seminary  to  propagate  Miffionaries ,  by 
proper  Studies,and  a  "True  Chriflian  Gorv- 

K  du&£ 


Ways  and  Methods 

dud,  to  receive  Ordination  with  the 
View  of  Propagating  Chriftian  Religion 
abroad ;  I  think  it  may  be  worth  our 
ferious  Confideration,  how  to  manage 
the  Miflionaries  from  the  Time  of  their 
Ele&ion  to  their  Embarkation  :  So  that 
they  may  be  the  better  qualify  d  for 
the  mod  noble  and  worthy  Employ¬ 
ment  they  engage  in.  And  in  order 
to  this  Purpofe,  if  a  Director  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  Management  of  the 
faid  Miflionaries  under  certain  Rules 
and  Orders,  during  that  Interval,  it 
might  certainly  very  much  ferve  the 
great  Defign  of  fending  them,  and  be 
a  good  Preparation  to  what  is  farther 
here  Propofed  and  Aimed  ar. 

5.  Promoting  the  Propagation  of  the 
Chriftian  Faith  in  thofe  Parts ,  which 
are  not  comprehended  within  the  Charter 
of  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gofpel 
in  Foreign  Parts. 

This  Society  being  limited  by 

this  Charter  to  the  Britijh  Plantations 

and 
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and  Dominions  in  the  Weft-Indiet,  can¬ 
not.^/  a  Sbofefy,  engage  itfeif  in  propaga¬ 
ting  the  Chriftian  Faith  and  Manners 
in  Afia  and  Africa,  or  in  fame  Parts  of 
Europe ,  which  lie  to  this  day  in  Hea¬ 
thenish  Darknefs ;  notwichftanding  that 
there  is  at  the  fame  Time  a  fettled 
Corrdpondence  and  Commerce  with 
them,  as  to  the  Things  of  the  Earth. 
Whereupon  the  Society  for  the  Promo¬ 
tion  of  Chriftian  Knowledge,  as  being 
under  no  fuch  Limitation,  did,  upon 
their  being  applied  to  by  their  corre- 
fponding  Members  abroad,  in  behalf 
of  fome  late  Miflionaries  fent  from  Den¬ 
mark  to  the  Eaft-lndter ,  moft  chear- 
fully  offer  their  Affiftance :  And  having 
taken  upon  them  the  Management  of 
fuch  Charities  as  were  put  into  their 
Hands,  both  for  the  Support  and  En¬ 
largement  of  this  Million,  a  Committee 
of  their  Members,  to  confult  about  the 
moft  proper  Method  for  Carrying  on 
this  Work,  hath  been  appointed  to 
meet  once  a  Week  ;  by  winch  Means  a 
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Correfpondence  is  maintained  with  thofe 
Miflionaries,  for  Encouraging  and  Sup¬ 
porting  theth  in  their  Labours, by  all  fuch 
proper  Helps  as  they  Hand  in  need  of. 

But  it  is  much  to  be  wilhed,  that  fome 
Miflionaries  alfo  of  our  Own  fltould  be 
provided  to  go  among  the  Infidels,where 
we  have  any  Settlement  among  them  : 
And  that  whatthefe  in  a  very  few  Years 
have  been  enabled  to  do  under  the 
greateft  Difficulties,  as  may  be  feen  in 
that  Account  which  they  have  given  the 
Publick,  would  excite  a  Spirit  of  Zeal 
and  Emulation  in  our  Univerficies,  and 
efpecially  in  the  younger  Students  of 
Divinity,  to  offer  themfelves  to  be  fent 
forth  on  this  glorious  Expedition.  And 
if,  as  there  are  Travelling  Fellowihips 
in  fome  of  the  Colleges,  thole,  or  o- 
ther  Fellowihips  might  be  affigned  for 
the  Encouragement  of  fuch,  as  Ihould 
prefent  themfelves  to  be  employed  in 
an  Apoftolical  Miffion  to  any  Part  of 
the  World,  more  particularly  to  the 
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Eaft-Indies  :  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  fo 
Holy  and  Excellent  a  Work  would  not 
want  thofe  amongft  us  to  engage  in  it 
with  the  fame  Readinefs  thefe  have 
done.  And  if  fome  Ecelefiaftical  Be¬ 
nefices  or  Dignities  were  to  be  difpofed 
of  in  this  Manner,  or  appointed  for  a 
Reward  for  fuch  Miflionaries  of  the 
Gofpel,  or  Chaplains  to  our  Factories 
among  Infidels,  as  Ihall  be  found  at 
their  Return  to  have  laboured  faithfully 
for  fuch  a  certain  Term  of  Years  in 
the  Converfion  of  Unbelievers  to  the 
Truth,  and  to  have  fully  difeharged 
the  high  Truft  committed  to  them  by 
GOD;  it  would  certainly  be  very 
greatly  to  the  Honour  of  all  thofe,  who 
may  be  inftrumental  in  Conferring  or 
Procuring  the  fame  with  this  View. 

And  fince  the  Glory  of  GOD,  and 
the  Intereft  and  Enlargement  of  His 
Kingdom,  is  herein  fo  evidently  con¬ 
cerned,  would  my  Lords  the  Bifhops, 
in  their  great  Wifdom  and  Piety,  but 
heartily  efpoufe  this  Affair,  fo  far  as  it 
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is  in  their  Power  ;  much,  very  much, 
might  thence  be  expefted.  And  if 
moreover  the  feveral  Trading  Compa¬ 
nies  and  Factories,  whofe  Concerns  lie 
in  the  remote  Parts  of  the  and 

all  whofe  Fortunes  are  owing  to  any 
Commerce  with  thofe  ignorant  and 
blinded  Nations,  whether  in  the  Eaft, 
Weft,  or  North,  could  be  perfuaded 
that  they  owe  unto  GOD  a  certain 
Proportion  of  their  Pofteffions  j  as  for 
Inftance,a  tenth  Part  at  leaft ;  by  the  ho- 
peft  Payment  of  which  they  would  cer¬ 
tainly  fecure  and  multiply  the  Principal : 
And  could  both  they  and  as  many  of  the 
Nobility  or  Gentry,  who  either  traffick 
with  them,  or  purchafe  from  them  what 
they  bring  thence,  be  convinced  that 
they  are  under  a  particular  Obligation 
to  communicate  to  thofe  of  their  Spi¬ 
ritual  'Things ,  by  whofe  Carnal  Things 
they  are  either  enriched,  benefited,  or 
delighted  j  very  great  Things  might 
be  effected  by  the  Divine  Blefiing  upon 
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6.  Promoting  the  Life  and  Spirit  of 
Chriftianity  at  ipOttlt. 

There  is  no  Proverb  which  is  ge,. 
nerally  worfe  applied,  or  which  hath 
done  more  Mifchief,  than  this,  that 
Charity  begins  at  Home.  And  yet  in 
this  Refped  it  is  nioft  true,  that  our 
Charity  abroad  will  avail  but  little, 
without  Charity  at  Home ,  and  the  free 
Exercife  thereof  within  our  Neighbour¬ 
hood,  after  the  beft  Manner.  And  for 
certain,  there  can  be  no  better  Manner 
of  Exercifing  it,  than  by  Promoting^ 
all  the  Ways  that  can  be,  the  folid  Hap- 
pinefs  and  Honour  of  our  Neighbour  ? 
as  by  Laying  a  good  Foundation  of 
true  Chriftianity  in  the  Minds  of  all 
thofe  we  converfe  with,  or  have  any 
Influence  upon ;  and  fliewing  therfi  the 
Practice  of  true  Devotion  and  Worfliip^ 
in  relation  to  the  End  of  Religion,  as 
well  as  to  the  Means^ which  are  various. 
Now  Perfons  of  Quality  are  undoubted¬ 
ly  capable  of  doing  abundance  of 
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Good  ,  if  they  have  but  Hearts  and 
Difpofitions  for  its  And  may  preach 
more  effe&ually  to  a  great  many,  than 
others,  whofe  proper  Office  it  is  fo  to 
do }  and  who  therefore  are  not  fo  much 
minded.  And  whatever  fome  do  now 
think,  certainly  it  may  not  be  beneath 
the  Dignity  of  Princes,  yea  even  of 
the  Greateft  of  them,  to  be  Preachers 
oj  Right  eoufnefs. 

H  o  w  much  it  is  in  the  Power  of 
the  Great  Ones,  if  they  pleafe,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Real  and  Praftical  Knowledge 
pf  true  Religion,  to  revive  and  ftrengtb- 
cn  the  good  Diicipline  and  Order  of 
the  Church,  to  add  Life  and  Spirit  to 
many  excellent  Defigns,  and  to  carry 
on  and  promote,  thro’  thefe  Kingdoms 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Work 
of  Reformation  ,  jnuch  beyond  any 
Thing  yet  effe&ed,  may  not  be  un¬ 
worthy  their  moft  ferious  Confedera¬ 
tion.  For  if  a  few  Perfons,  on  no  Ac¬ 
count  confiderable,  and  whofe  Names 
are  hardly  known,  being  of  the  Church 
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of  England ,  by  their  frequently  meet¬ 
ing  together  to  pray,  fing  Pfalms,  and 
read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  to  edify 
one  another  by  their  Religious  Confe¬ 
rences,  have,  thro’  their  united  En¬ 
deavours,  and  the  Grace  of  GOD, 
been  enabled  to  do  fo  much  as  they 
have  donej  and  to  propagate  and  form 
themfelves  into  fuch  Societies,  as  thofe 
that  are  particularly  called  the  Religious 
Societies  have  been  able  to  do :  If  they 
have  been  fo  Inftrumental  in  promo¬ 
ting  the  daily  Service  among  Church¬ 
es,  with  the  regular  Adminiftration  of 
the  Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Body  and 
Blood  of  C h r i s t  every  Lord’s  Day, 
and  in  feme  Churches  alfo  every  Ho¬ 
ly-Day  in  the  Year  ;  as  well  as  other 
excellent  Defigns  conformable  to  the 
Pra&ice  of  the  Primitive  Days,  and  to 
the  Eftablifh’d  Conftitution  of  this  beft 
reformed  Church :  And  if  they,  but 
in  their  private  Capacity,  have  been  fo 
ferviceable  to  the  Intereft  of  Religion, 
and  to  the  Honour  of  the  Church, 
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wherebf  they  are  Members ;  and  have 
contributed  more  than  a  little,  while 
under  the  Diredion  of  their  fpiritual 
Superiors,  to  revive  the  true  Spirit  of 
Chriftiariity  by  their  Charities  and 
Devotions :  How  much  more  eafy 
would  it  be  for  Perfons  of  Quality  and 
Charader,  if  they  were  heartily  difpo- 
fed  to  unite  in  this  End,  to  do  abun¬ 
dantly  more  for  Reviving  the  Piety  and 
Charity  of  the  Primitive  Times  >  They 
might  more  eafily  break  the  Defigns 
of  the  Atheifts,  Deifts,  and  Seepticks, 
againft  our  common  Faith  ;  might  more 
powerfully  flop  the  Torrent  of  Pro- 
phanenefs  and  Immorality,  which  will 
be  always  attempting  to  throw  down 
our  Banks  j  might  more  effedually 
encourage  the  Reception  of  that  Difci- 
pline,  which  is  fo  much  wanted  and 
wijked  for  in  this  Church ;  and  might 
more  abundantly  contribute  to  ail  that  is 
for  advancing  the  Kingdom  and  Domini¬ 
on  of  GQD  in  Souls,and  a  ftrider  Con¬ 
formity  to  the  Rules  and  Orders  which 

were 
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were  delivered  by  the  Apoftles  to  the 
Churches. 

S  o  m  e  of  the  Methods  which  have 
been  taken  for  this  End,  have  been  the 
Setting  up  feveral  Societies  and  Funds 
for  the  more  frequent  and  devout  At¬ 
tendance  on  the  Divine  Service ;  for 
the  religious  Obfcrvation  of  Fafts  and 
Feftivals  by  Authority  appointed}  for 
the  more  exa&  Conformity  to  the  Rules 
of  the  Catholick  Church,  and  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  particular  ;  for 
fupprefling  Vice  and  Immorality ;  for 
promoting  true  Knowledge  and  Piety, 
and  for  profelyting  to  the  eftablilh’d 
Do&rine  and  Conftitution  fuch  as  have 
erred  and  gone  aftray  from  it,  for  want 
of  due  Information  and  Inftru&ion. 
The  Good,  which  hath  indeed  been 
done,  both  by  the  Religious  Societies, 
and  by  thofe  fet  up  for  the  Reformation 
of  Manners  according  to  Law,  in  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland ,  as  alfo  by  other  So¬ 
cieties  amongft  us  ,  is  too  confiderable, 
not  to  excite  the  pious  Emulation  of 
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thofe,  who  may  be  in  a  Condition  to 
profecute  the  fame  Defigns  with  greater 
Advantages.  It  is  well  known,  that  fe- 
veral  ufeful  Books  have  been  lately 
tranflated  into  the  old  Britijh  Language, 
and  for  the  Benefit  of  fuch  as  do  not 
underftand  Englijh ,  are  difperfed  in 
Wales.  The  like  is  done  in  Ireland ,  in 
the  Language  of  the  old  Natives.  Six 
Thoufand  Common-Prayer  Books  have 
been  printed  in  Englip  and  Irijh  j  and 
as  many  Catechifms,  and  Expofitions 
upon  it  in  both  Languages.  And  in 
Scotland ,  many  Thoufands  of  Com¬ 
mon-Prayer  Books  have  been  diftribu- 
ted  from  the  charitable  Colle&ions  made 
amongft  us,  upon  the  Encouragement 
given,  that  our  Liturgy  was  there  kind¬ 
ly  received,  and  devoutly  ufed  in  ma¬ 
ny  Congregations.  And  for  the  Bring¬ 
ing  over  the  Natives  of  Ireland ,  who 
are  Papifts,  to  the  eftablilh’d  Religion 
and  Manners  of  the  Englijh ,  there  have 
been,  and  are  feveral  Attempts  made  j 
pf  which  you  may  fee  a  port 

written 
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written  by  the  Reverend  Mr .Richardfony 
Rector  of  Beltmbet  in  Ireland ,  with  his 
Propofal  for  their  Converfion,  and  the 
Reafons  upon  which  it  is  grounded* 
Since  which  there  hath  been  a  new 
Propofal,  made  by  another  Gentleman j 
the  Method  of  which  hath  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  many  of  the  Clergy  and 
Laity  in  both  Nations  5  but  which  re¬ 
quires  a  confiderable  Sum  yearly  to  fet 
it  on  Foot  and  maintain  it  :  So  that 
without  the  Encouragement  of  the  Le- 
giflature,  which  were  to  be  wifhed 
for,  there  can  be  but  fmall  Hopes  for 
its  Succefs  ;  which  is  therefore  humbly 
fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  thofe 
Perfons,  who  may  have  Ability  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  fame,  if,  upon  Examination,  it 
fhall  be  found  more  expedient  and 
pra&icable ,  than  any  other  yet  at¬ 
tempted. 

But  befides  thefe  Methods  which 
have  been  already  hinted  at,  there  ftill 
remains  another  Method  for  Promoting 

the 
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the  real  and  practical  Knowledge  of 
true  Religion  in  thefe  Lands,  and  there¬ 
by  Advancing  the  Life  and  Spirit  of 
Chriftianity  amongft  us  :  Which  is  a 
better  Provifion  for  great  Numbers  of 
the  Clergy,  whofe  Bufinefs  this  chiefly 
is  by  an  Augmentation  of  the  poorer 
Livings.  Which  is  now  carrying  on  by 
the  great  Encouragement  given  it  from 
Above,  and  the  Bounty  of  a  Pious 
Queen  ;  by  whom  an  Example  is  fet 
for  Perfons  of  Quality  to  copy  after. 

7.  "the  Governours  of  the  Bounty  of 
Queen  Anne ,  for  the  Augmentation  of 
the  Maintenance  of  the ■  Poor  Clergy. 

The  Occafion  of  Erecting  this  Cor¬ 
poration  was  to  render  the  Bounty-  of 
the  [faid]  Queen  towards  the  poor 
Clergy  more  effe&ual ;  for  Her  Ma- 
jefty,  being  fenfible  of  the  very  miferable 
Condition  of  a  very  great  Number  of 
the  Clergy  of  this  Kingdom,  by  reafon 
of  the  mean  and  infufficient  Provifion 

for  their  Maintenance  in  feveral  Places, 

which 
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which  tends  very  much  to  the  Ruin  of 

the  Church  ,  was  pleafed  to  difeharge 
the  Arrears  of  Tenths,  due  on  fmall 
Livings,  not  exceeding  30  per  annum , 
and  was  pleafed  farther  to  fend  a  Mef- 
fage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  figni- 
fying,  That  her  Majefty,  having  taken 
into  her  ferious  Confideration,  the  mean 
and  infuffieient  Maintenance  belonging 
to  the  poor  Clergy  in  divers  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom;  to  give  them  fome  Eafe, 
had  been  pleafed  to  remit  the  Arrears 
of  the  Tenths ;  and  that  for  the  Aug“ 
mentation  of  their  Maintenance ,  fhe 
would  make  a  Grant  of  her  whole  Re*- 
venue ,  arifing  out  of  the  Firft-Fruits 
and  Tenths :  Whereupon  an  Aft  was 
palfed  in  the  Second  Year  of  her  Reign, 
entituled,  An  Afi  for  making  more  effe¬ 
ctual  her  Maje fly's  gracious  Intentions, 
for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance 
of  the  poor  Clergy ,  by  Enabling  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  grant  in  Perpetuity ,  the  Reve¬ 
nues  of  the  Firft-Fruits  and  Tenths ; 
and  alfo  for  Enabling  any  other  Perjon 
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to  make  Grants  to  the  fame  Purpofe .  Pur¬ 
suant  to  this  A<ft,  her  Majefty  did,  in 
the  Third  Year  of  her  Reign,  iilue  out 
her  Letters-Patents,  conftituting  a  Cor*- 
poration  by  the  Name  of  The  Gover¬ 
nors  of  the  Bounty  of  Queen  Anne, 
for  the  Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance 
of  the  poor  Clergy  ;  And  by  the  fame 
Name  they  and  their  Succeftbrs  to  have 
perpetual  Succcffion ,  and  a  common 
Seal  for  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  ;  and  by  the  fame  Name  they  and 
their  Succeftors  are  capable  in  Law  to 
purchafe  and  receive  for  the  Purpofes 
in  the  Charter,  any  Eftate  real  or  perfo- 
nal ;  and  farther,  by  the  fame  Name 
they  and  their  Succcifors  fhall  and  may 
fue  and  be  fued  in  Courts  of  Record, 

or  any  other  Place. 

And  for  the  Ends  and  Purpofes  in 
the  faid  Letters-Patents  exprefled,  and 
purfuant  to  the  faid  A£t  of  Parliament, 
granted  to  the  faid  Governours  and 
their  Succeftors,  all  the  Revenues  of 
the  Fir  ft  Fruits  and  yearly  perpetual 

Tenths 
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Tenths  of  all  Dignities,  Offices,  Bene¬ 
fices,  and  Promotions  Spiritual  what-* 
foever,  and  all  Arrears  thereof,  to  be 
applied  and  difpofed  of  by  the  Gover- 
tiours  of  the  Augmentation  of  the  Main¬ 
tenance  of  fuch  Parfons,  Vicars,  &c . 
officiating  in  any  Church  or  ChappeJ* 
within  the  Kingdom  of  England ,  Do¬ 
minion  of  JVales^  and  Town  of  Ber^ 
wick  upon  Tweed ,  where  the  Liturgy 
and  Rites  Of  the  Church  of  England, 
as  by  Law  eftablifhed,  are  ufed ;  un¬ 
der  fuch  Rules  as  lliall  be  eftablilhed 
purfuarit  to  the  Charted 

Thi  s  Corporation  is  now  made  a 
Fund  for  Increafing  the  Maintenance  of 
the  poor  Clergy,  which  is  of  very  great 
Importance  towards  the  Promoting  Re¬ 
ligion  in  the  Nation  •>  for  as  long  as 
the  Provifion  for  the  Clergy  is  mean 
and  inconfiderable,  it  is  not  likely  that 
Parents  will  dedicate  their  Children  of 
the  beft  Parts  to  the  Service  of  the 
Altar ;  nor  is  it  reafonable  they  fhould 
beftow  expenfive  Education  upon  their 

L  Chil- 
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Children,  to  place  them  in  a  Station  that 
will  hardly  afford  them  Subfiftencc  : 
Neither  can  it  be  expected,  that  fmall 
Livings  can  be  otherwife  fupplied,  than 
by  Men  of  low  Parts,  of  mean  Educa¬ 
tion  and  of  very  indifferent  Characters 
as  to  their  Moral  Accomplilhments. 
This  makes  Pluralities  neceffary,  and 
reduces  the  Clergy  to  fuch  Contempt, 
that  their  Labours  have  no  Influence 
upon  the  Minds  of  Men,  except  it  be 
thofe  very  few,  that  are  able  to  diftin- 
ouifli  their  Characters  from  their  Cir- 
finances.  Ignorance  alfo  follows 
unavoidably  from  fuch  incompetent 
Provifion  ;  for  they  have  neither  Time 
to  ftudy,  nor  Money  to  buy  Books. 
So  that  they,  who  are  inftrumental  in 
increafing  their  Revenues,  evidently 
contribute  to  the  Good  of  Souls,  by 
providing  Perfons  capable  to  inftruCt 
them  in  the  neceffary  Points  of  Faith 
and  Practice. 

Now,  a  Perfon  of  Quality,  by 

throwing  his  Money  into  this  Fund, 

makes 
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makes  the  Doing  of  this  Charity  eafy 
to  himfelf ;  and  is  at  the  fame  Time 
fecured,  it  will  be  managed  to  the  bell 
Advantage,  becaufe  entrufted  to  Per- 
fons  of  great  Eminency  for  their  great 
Worth,  and  high  Station  in  the  World; 
It  is  to  be  wifned  indeed,  that  we  might 
enjoy  thofe  quiet  Times,  when  our 
Governours ,  inftead  of  racking  their 
Heads  in  the  Purfuit  of  their  feveral 
Schemes  of  Government,  might  have 
their  Minds  wholly  engaged  to  pro- 
pofe  fuch  Means,  as  might  make  the 
Church  of  GOD  Ihine  with  the  greateft 
Luftre ;  among  which  it  is  evident ,’ 
that  a  Tax,  to  purchafe  the  Tythes 
from  the  Impropriators,  and  to  reftore 
them  to  the  Church,  would  be  of  the 
greateft  Confequence.  This  feems  to 
have  been  a  National  Sin,  and  by  this 
Means  there  may  be  made  a  National 
Reftitution  ;  fo  that  the  whole  Burden 
may  not  lie  upon  fuch  as  are  ignorant¬ 
ly  involved  in  this  Calamity,  by  having 
received  their  Eftates  thus  purchafed 
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by  their  Anceftors,  and  for  which  they 
have  paid  an  Equivalent.  Great  would 
be  the  Advantage  of  fuch  a  Purchafe  to 
the  Nation,  becaufe  it  would  eafe  us 
of  that  Load  of  Sacrilege,  which  hath 
hitherto  been  our  Punilhment,  as  well 
as  our  Sin;  and  it  would  be  a  Fund 
for  the  Increafe  as  well  as  the  Mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  Parochial  Clergy,  which 
is  absolutely  neccffary  to  fupply  the 

•  Wants  of  the  People,  who  extremely 

•  faffer  where  Parilhes  contain  fo  great 
a  Number  of  Souls,  that  ten  times  the 
Number  they  have,  is  but  Sufficient  to 
take  that  due  Care  of  them,  that  is  re- 
quired.  This  would  prevent  the  Pro- 
irefs  of  Popery  and  Schifm.  And  the 
Bodv  of  the  Nation  have  no  Reafon  to 
objea  againft  it ;  for  as  the  Generality 
will  be  better  provided  for  in  the  great 
Concerns  of  their  Souls,  fo  they  will 
thereby  open  a  larger  Profpeft  for  the 

•  Provifion  of  the  younger  Sons  of  the 
Gentry,  who  would  come  in  for  a 
Share  in  the  Advantages  of  it.  So  that 
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by  purchafing  the  Tythes,  Gentlemen 
provide  for  their  Families,  as  well  as 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Church.  Many 
other  happy  Regulations  might  be  made 
upon  fuch  a  bleffed  Conjuncture,  as 
would  very  much  tend  to  the  Glory  of 
GOD,  and  the  Good  of  Souls.  But 
till  the  Providence  of  GOD  hath  made 
us  fit  to  receive  fo  great  a  Blcffing,  I 
hope  the  Great  Ones  of  this  World 
will  think  their  large  Superfluities  well 
placed  in  this  Bank,  which  hath  fuch 
happy  Confequences  in  this  World, 
and  will  be  attended  with  fo  great  a 
Reward  in  the  next.  And  as  many  as 
are  dcfiroys  of  Doing  Good  this  Way, 
may  fend  in  their  Benefactions  to  the 
Treafurer  of  this  Society ,  Edward 
Barker  of  fylortlake  Efq>  at  his  Cham^ 
bers  in  Fig-tree  Court  in  the  Inner-Tem¬ 
ple. 

8,  The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Manner s  by  whofe  Endeavours  the 

■  L  3  Laws 
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"Laws  are  put  in  Execution  againft  Vice 
and  Immorality. 

The  Making  of  the  beft  Laws  is  but 
of  fmall  Importance,  if  there  is  no  Care 
taken  to  put  them  in  Execution :  They 
fliew  indeed  the  Wifdom  of  thofe  who 
have  contrived  and  enadted  them  j  but 
they  will  leave  us  where  they  found 
us,  except  the  Magiftrates  put  on  Vi¬ 
gour  and  Refolution  to  make  them  effe¬ 
ctual  to  thofe  Purpofes,  for  which  they 
were  defigned. 

The  Putting  thefc  Laws  in  Execu¬ 
tion,  apparently  tends  to  the  Honour  of 
GOD,  and  the  Good  of  Mankind,  and 
is  the  beft  Method  to  prevent  thofe 
Judgments,  which  will  otherwife  in¬ 
fallibly  overtake  a  finful  and  wicked 
Nation  j  for  Societies  of  Men  only  fub- 
fifting  in  this  World,  they  will  be  pu- 
nilhed  or  rewarded  with  ^temporal Judg¬ 
ments  or  Bleflings,  according  as  they 
promote  or  difcourage  the  Punilhment 
of  Vice,  and  the  Encouragement  of 
Vertue. 


The 
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The  Succefs  of  this  Work  greatly 
tends  to  prevent  the  Increafe  of  the 
Poor,  which  is  a  great  Burden  to  the 
Nation,  and  much  lamented  ,  and  yet 
chiefly  occafioned  by  Luxury  and  Debau¬ 
chery,  whereby  not  only  particular  Per- 
fons ,  but  whole  Families  are  conti¬ 
nually  ruined  and  brought  to  Poverty. 

It  tends  to  make  other  Charities 

* 

more  ufeful  and  effectual ;  fince  it  is  for 
want  of  Reformation,  that  almoft  all  o- 
ther  Charities  have  not  been  rightly 
managed,  nor  kept  up  to  their  right 
Ufe  and  Inftitution. 

B  y  the  Bleffing  of  G  O  D  upon  the 
Endeavours  of  this  Society,  many 
Thoufands  of  lewd  and  diforderly  Per- 
fons  have  been  brought  to  Legal  Pu- 
nilhmentj  whereof  many  Hundreds 
have  been  convicted  in  the  Courts  of 
King’s-Bench  and  Seflions,  for  keeping 
infamous  Houfes,  and  have  been  puni- 
lhed  according  to  Law ;  and  many 
others  have  left  their  Houfes,  and  ab- 
fconded,  upon  their  being  indi&ed,  to 
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avoid  the  Punifliment  of  the  Law ;  by 
which  Means ,  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Town,  which  have  been  notorious  for 
fuch  infamous  Houfcs,  and  for  Har¬ 
bouring  fuch  wicked  Perfons  ,  have 
been  very  much  cleared  of  them ;  and 
a  far  greater  Number  of  thefe  lewd 
and  fcandalous  Perfons  might  be  brought 
to  condign  Punilhment ,  or  deterred 
from  their  moft  wicked  Practices ,  if 
there  was  more  Money  contributed  to 
defray  the  Charge  of  Profecuting 
them,  which  is  frequently  very  con- 


fiderable. 

The  Charge  of  Profecuting  thefe 
lewd  and  diforderly  Perfons  is  very 
much  enhanced,  becaufe  oftentimes  the 
Conftables ',  and  other  Officers  ,  are 
malicioufly  and  falfly  profecuted  by 
vexatious  Suits ,  and  otherwife  very 
much  abufed  by  the  faid  Perfons,  for 
no  other  Reafon  than  their  Endeavour¬ 
ing  to  deteft  and  fupprefs  their  Difor- 
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I  t  is  to  be  prefumed,  by  the  many 
Inftances  that  can  be  given,  that  a  great 
Number  of  married  Men  have  been 
prevented  from  committing  Lewdnefs 
with  common  Whores  ,  and  thereby 
have  been  kept  from  making  themfelves 
miferable,  and  from  entailing  it  upon 
their  Families:  And  that  a  Multitude 
of  Young  Men,  Apprentices,  and  o- 
thers,  by  being  taken  up  with  fuch  lewd 
Women,  have  been  hindred  from  fol- 
lowing  fuch  finful  Courfes, which,  as  it  is 
too  apparent,  oftentimes  influence  them 
to  defraud  their  Matters,  &c.  and  bring 
utter  Deftru&ion  to  themfelves  both 
in  Soul  and  Body,  to  the  great  Grief  of 
their  Parents  and  Friends.  Many  Offen¬ 
ders,  by  being  thus  legally  profecuted, 
have  been  brought  to  a  Senfe  of  their 
Sin  and  Folly,  and  have  been  reclaimed; 
fo  that  by  the  Bleffing  of  G  O  D  upon 
thefe  Endeavours,  great  Good  hath 
been  done,  not  only  to  the  Removing 
of  publick  Scandal  and  ill  Example, 

(in  which  this  Work  hath  had  fo  very 

great 
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great  Succefs)  but  as  we  have  great 
Reafon  to  hope,  in  Refcuing  Souls  from 
cverlafting  Deftru&iors. 

This  Undertaking,  which  was  be¬ 
gun  by  a  very  few  Perfons,  hath  migh¬ 
tily  fpread  itfelf,  not  only  in  England , 
but  in  other  Kingdoms  and  Countries, 
from  whence  many  comfortable  Ac¬ 
counts  have  been  received,  of  the  great 
Good  that  hath  been  done :  And  thougji 
Wickednefs,  it  muft  be  allowed,  doth 
Rill  abound  s  yet  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  it  is  reftrained  from  appearing  fo 
barefaced  and  openly,  as  formerly  it 
did :  And  when  Wickednefs  is  gene¬ 
rally  difcountenanced,  puniflied,  and 
obliged  to  hide  itfelf  in  Corners ;  we 
have  great  Reafon  to  hope,  that  GOD 
may  avert  thofe  heavy  Judgments  that 
threaten  us. 

If  this  Work  hath  had  fuch  great 
Succefs,  notwithftanding  the  many  and 
great  Difficulties  it  hath  met  with,  what 
may  we  not  expert,  if  the  Affiftances 

thereto 
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thereto  fliould  be  enlarged  proportion- 
ably  to  its  Occafion  ? 

I T  is  to  be  noted,  that  giving  Mo¬ 
ney  towards  this  Good  W ork,  is  one 
of  the  greateft  Charities  j  iince  Few 
will  engage  in  it,  or  contribute  towards 
it,  tho’  in  moft  other  Charities  vitious 
Perfons  will  confent,  and  will  be  very 
liberal :  So  that  this,  of  all  other  good 
Works  now  on  foot ,  lies  under  the 
greateft  Difficulties  to  be  carried  on  and 
fupported,  tho’  this  is  fo  abfolutely  ne- 

ceffary  to  our  Safety. 

Now,  confidering  how  few,  even 
of  good  Men  and  Women,  have  Cou¬ 
rage  fufficient  to  appear  as  Witneftes 
for  GOD,  and  oppofe  the  Kingdom 
of  Darknefs ;  the  leaft  that  fuch  Perfons, 
one  would  think,  could  do,  would  be  to 
contribute  their  Money  towards  it ; 
for  it  is  not  good  Words,  nor  fpeaking 
well  of  the  Work,  that  coft  but  little 
Trouble,  will  excufe  us. 

Besides,  it  looks  fomewhat  like 

Mocking  of  GOD,  when  we  pray  that 

He 
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He  would  reform  the  Wicked,  and  do 
not  our  Endeavours  to  affift  therein. 
How  can  we  pray  that  Magiftrates  may 
minifter  Juftice  to  the  Punijkment  of 
jVidednefs  and  Vice ,  when  we  make 
not  one  Step  towards  having  our  Pray¬ 
ers  anfwered,  either  by  giving  Infor¬ 
mation  againft  Offenders,  or  by  con¬ 
tributing  Money,  or  otherwife,  for  the 

Detecting  of  them  ? 

Considering  how  far  this  Work 
hath  been  carried  on  againft  fuch  great 
Oppofition,  if  it  &ould  be  now  laid 
afide  or  neglefted,  it  would  difcourage 
the  next  Age  fo  much  as  to  attempt  it  j 
and  then  perhaps  Wickednefs  would 
more  abound  than  ever.  We  are  com¬ 
manded  to  be  zealous  in  every  good 
Matter ;  and  therefore  how  can  we  fa- 


tisfy  our  Confciences,  except  as  we 
wifti  well  to,  and  pray  for  the  Succefs 
of  this  Undertaking,  fo  that  we  con¬ 
tribute  our  Endeavours  thereto  ?  Sure¬ 
ly  it  cannot  be  indifferent  to  any  feri- 
ous  Chfiftian,  whether  the  Caufe  of 
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GOD  and  Religion,  or  the  Devil’s  In- 
tereft  prevails;  and  therefore  this  is  a 
Concern  wherein  all  hearty  Lovers  of 
Piety  Ihould  join  their  Hearts,  Hands, 
and  Purfes.  If  any  one  defire  a  more 
clear  and  diftinft  View  of  this  Under¬ 
taking  ,  I  would  recommend  to  his 
Perufal  a  Book  called.  An  Account  of 
the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Man¬ 
ners  in  London  and  Weftminfter,  and 
other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom ;  Printed  for 
Mr.  Aylmer ,  at  the  Three  Pigeons  in 
Cornhil :  Writ  with  great  Serioufnefs 
and  Judgment,  by  a  worthy  Gentle¬ 
man,  who  is  eminent  in  Doing  Good; 
and  if,  after  that,  he  hath  any  Obje&ions 
to  be  anfwered,  let  him  read  Mr,  Dif- 
ney’s  Elfay *  *  upon  the  Execution  of  the 

*  With  a  Preface  addrefsd  to  the  JujHces  of  the 

Peace.  Printed  1708.  •  ,  .  ,  , 

Alfo  afecond  Effay  upon  the  Execution  of  the  Laws 

again/?  Immorality  and  Prophanenejs.  Wherein  the 
dtfe  of  Giving  Informations  to  the  Magiflrate  is  con- 
fidcred,  and  Objeaions  again f  it  anpered  By 
John  Difney  With  a  Preface,  nddrfed  to 

Grand- Juries  ,  Con/lables  ,  aud  Church-Wardens. 
Printed  and  fold  by  jof.  Downing  in  Bartholomevv- 

•  Clo/e,  1710.  „  , 

Advertifement  prefixed  to  it. 

Laws 
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Laws'  dgainft  Immorality  and  Prophane - 
nefs;  which  it  is  impoffible  to  read 
without  being  affe&ed  with  it,  if  he 
have  any  Senfe  of  Religion3or  any  Con¬ 
cern  for  the  Good  of  his  Country. 

9.  The  Erefiing  of  Charity  Schools ,  or 
Contributing  to  the  Support  of  them. 

I  t  is  very  apparent,  that  the  Nature 
of  this  Charity  is  Religious,  and  hath 
a  Relation  to  the  Souls  of  Men  :  Be- 
'  caufe  a  Chriftian  Education  of  the  Poor 
is  neceflary  to  their  Piety  and  Vertue. 
The  unhappy  Difpoiition,  that  is  in  our 
Natures  to  Vice,muft  be  daily  re&ify’d, 
or  elfe  it  will  grow  into  bad  Habits, 
which  will  make  the  Work  difficulty 
if  ever  it  proves  poffible  to  be  accom- 
plifhed.  When  our  Minds  therefore 
are  tender,  they  muft  be  cultivated 
with  due  Care  and  Diligence,  or  elfe 
the  Soil  will  be  over-run  with  Briars 
and  Thorns,  Vice  will  get  Ground, 
and  all  the  good  Seed,  that  may  be 

after- 


of  Doing  Good. 

afterwards  fown,  will  wither  away  and 
bring  forth  no  Fruit. 

I  f  there  be  any  natural  Inclinations 
to  Good,  as  well  as  Evil,  in  order  to 
make  them  thrive,  and  grow  into  gbod 
Habits,  they  muft  be  confirmed  and 
fortify’ d  by  Difcipline ;  they  muft  be  fet¬ 
tled  upon  right  Principles,  and  they  muft 
by  Practice  be  made  eafy  and  familiar  to 
us.  Now,  the  proper  Time  for  this  im¬ 
portant  Bufinefs,  isY outh,  when  the  Im- 
prelfxons  of  Senfe  are  ftrongeft,  and 
when  the  Exercife  of  Reafon  is  weakeft,* 
when  Paflion  purfues  forbidden  Objeifts 
with  the  greateft  Violence,  and  when 
our  Minds  are  leaft  able  to  refill  them. 
Whoever  therefore  lhall  be  inftrumen- 
tal  in  providing  a  Chriftian  Education 
for  Children,  whofe  Parents,  by  rea¬ 
fon  of  their  Poverty,  cannot  help  them, 
doth  what  in  him  lies  to  (lore  them 
with  all  Chriftian  Knowledge,  which 
is  necelfary  for  the  Salvation  of  their 
Souls  ;  he  provides  the  bell  Guard  and 
Fence  againft  the  Temptations  to  Vice,' 
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by  keeping  them  employed  in  the  ne^ 
ceffary  Bufinefs  of  their  Education  , 
and  by  fetting  before  them  the  good 
Example  of  thofe  that  inftru&s,  and  of 
thofe  that  learn  with  them  at  the  fame 
Time. 

What  a  noble  Profped  doth  this 
'afford,  of  the  Increafe  of  true  Piety  and 
Vertue  among  us !  for  Children,  thus 
educated,  will  be  thrown  into  different 
Families  and  Societies,  where  they  may 
prove  Admirable  Examples  of  Exciting 
others  to  the  fame  Religious  Courfc  of 
Life;  they  may  become  ufeful  Ser¬ 
vants,  and  by  their  Honefly  and  Di¬ 
ligence  prove  great  Bleffings  to  the 
Rich,  who  want  fuch  ferviceable  In- 
ftruments  to  make  their  Lives  happy 
and  eafy.  By  being  placed  in  our 
Fleets  and  Armies,  they  may  revive  a 
Spirit  of  Piety  among  our  Mariners 
and  Soldiers,,  who  are  too  often  defti- 
tute  of  any  Senfe  of  Religion ;  and 
they  may  help  to  reform,  by  the  Blef- 
fing  of  GOD,  a  very  wicked  Genera- 
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tion  of  Men  ;  and  in  both  Places  mani- 
feft  to  the  World,  what  a  Foundation 
Piety  and  Vertue  is  for  true  Courage  j 
for  he  that  is  prepared  for  Death,  needs 
not  fear  any  Dangers  that  threaten  it. 

B  y  the>  Courfe  of  Things , ;  thefe 
poor  Children  may  in'  time  become 
Mafters  and  Miflreffes  of  Families  them- 
felves  s  and  then  it  is  natural  to  think, 
that  they  will  be  careful  to  infill!  the 
fame  good  Principle  they  have  received 
into  their  Children ;  and  cthat  they  will 
bring  them  up  in  the  Nurture  and  Ad¬ 
monition  of  the  Lord  :  That  they  will 
•  endeavour  to  influence  their  Servants  to 
a  careful  Obfervance  of  their  Duty  to 
GOD  and  their  Neighbour  and  to 
promote  Piety  among  all  their  Ac¬ 
quaintance  and  Dependents  •,  and  if  a- 
ny  of  them,  by  foe  Bleffing  of  G  O  D 
make  a  confiderable  Fortune  in  the 
World,  they  may  very  probably  e*- 
prefs  their  Gratitude,  as  fome  have  done, 
by  plentifully  providing  for  the  Edu¬ 
cation  of  others,  by  the  fame  Means 
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which  were  the  Foundation  of  their 


own  Profperity. 

It  feems  to  be  the  particular  Luxu¬ 
ry  of  this  Age,  to  projed  large  and 
expenfive  Gardens $  and  Perions  of 
Quality  take  a  fecret  Pride  and  Pleafure 
to  fee  their  own  Plantations  flourifh 
and  profper:  The  vaft  Charge  doth  not 
diminifh  the  growing  Vanity.  And  yet 
it  nr  nil  be  owned,  that  it  is  a  much 
more  noble  and  glorious  Work,  to 
plant  a  Man;  to  fee  him  grow  up  un¬ 
der  our  Care,  from  a  poor  and  con¬ 
temptible  Beginning,  to  a  confiderable 
Fortune  5  to  cultivate  and  improve  his 
good  Inclinations,  and  to  pare  and 
prune  the  Excrefcencies  of  his  Folly 
and  Ignorance ;  and  by  the  Aid  and 
’Affiftance  we  have  given  him,  to  fee 
him  become  an  ufeftii  Member  of  the 
Common-Wealth,  and  grow _up  into 
the  charming  Charader  of  a  Pious  and 
Orthodox  Chriftian.  This  requires  no 


great  Expence,  a  fmall  Part  of  the  Su¬ 
perfluities  of  Great  Men  would  quickly 

con 
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contribute  to  produce  a  Number  of 
fuch  tender  Plants,  who ,  to  eternal 
Ages,  will  be  bleiling  GOD  for  this 
Exercife  of  our  Charity  towards  them, 
and  which  would  turn  to  the  beft  Ac¬ 
count  for  themfelves  at  the  great  Day, 
when  Men  muft  give  an  Account  how 
they  have  employed  their  great  Riches. 

The  Providence  of  GOD  hath  been 
fo  far  pleafed  to  blefs  the  charitable  En¬ 
deavours  of  this  Kind ,  that  within  a- 
bout  Fourteen  Years  laft  paft,  there 
have  been  above  a  Hundred  of  the 
Charity-Schools  ereded  in  London  and 
Weftrninfter ,  and  within  ten  Miles  there¬ 
of  wherein  many  Thoufands  of  Chil¬ 
dren,  of  both  Sexes,  are  taught  to 
read,  and  write,  and  to  caft  Account, 
and  are  inftruded  in  the  Principles  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion ;  their  Manners 
are  formed  to  Piety  and  Vertue,  and 
the  early  Difpolitions  to  Vice  are  nip¬ 
ped  in  the  Bud.  So  that  however  we 
may  defpair  of  Reforming  the  prefent 
Age,  there  is  great  Hope  that  the  next 
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Generation  will  put  on  a  new  Face, 
and  that  Religion  may  once  more  come 
into  Fafliion. 

The  fame  good  Defign  is  carrying 
on  in  moll  of  the  Counties  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  hath  extended  itfelf  e- 
ven  to  the  North  Part  of  Britain-, 
where  a  good  Foundation  is  laid  fen: 
the  Education  of  the  Poor.  Now,  is 
it  polfible  to  hear  all  this,  and  not  to 
fhare  in  fo  good  a  Work  ?  Shall  we 
ftill  be  confuming  our  Eftates  in  Folly 
and  Vanity,  and  not  provide  for  our- 
felves  Bags  that  wax  not  old,  a  Trea- 
fore  in  Heaven  that  faileth  not  ?  If  we 
have  any  Regard  for  the  Good  of  our 
Country  ,  we  lhall  certainly  counte¬ 
nance  a  Defign  that  tends  to  make  the 
Poor  pious  and  vertuous,  and  thereby 
render  them  ufeful  in  every  Station  of 
Life.  If  we  have  any  Regard  for  Re¬ 
ligion,  we  lhall  Ihew  our  Zeal  in  this 
moft  probable  Way  of  promoting  it. 
If  we  have  any  Regard  to  the  Profpe- 
rity  of  the  Church  of  England ,  can 
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we  fail  to  employ  this  Method  of  ma¬ 
king  found  and  good  Members,  who 
by  Principles  may  be  fixed  to  her  Com¬ 
munion  ?  And  if  we  have  any  Regard 
to  our  own  eternal  Happinefs,  {hall 
we  negleft  this  Means  of  turning  ma¬ 
ny  unto  Righteoufnefs  ?  for  they  that 
be  Wife,  or,  as  the  Margin  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  reads  it.  Teachers,  lhall  fhine  as 
the  Brightness  of  the  Firmament. 

1  o.  The  Erecting  a  Superiour  School, 
for  Training  up  School  -  Mafters  and  J 
SchooUMijlrejfes. 

A  s  the  Education  of  Children  in 
the  Knowledge  and  Practice  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  according  to  the 
Model  of  the  prefent  Charity-Schools, 
which  GOD  hath  fo  wonderfully 
bleffed,  is  a  Matter  of  the  laft  Con- 
fequence  both  to  Church  and  State  j 
there  can  be  no  Doubt  made,  but  a 
Superiour  School ,  for  fupplying  thefe, 
as  alfo  the  greater  Schools,  with  able 
Matters  and  Miftrefies,  would  very  high— 
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ly  contribute  to  the  Promoting  of  the 
chief  Defign  of  this  noble  Charity. 
And  therefore  the  Rich  and  the  Great 
in  this  World  may  do  well,  ferioufly 
to  confider ,  whether  they  can  put 
their  Monies  out  to  better  Ufe,  or  up¬ 
on  better  Security,  than  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancing  fo  laudable  an  Undertaking  ; 
which  is  likely  to  produce  fuch  excel¬ 
lent  Fruits  i  which  hath  been  fo  much 
wanted  and  wiihed  for ;  and  which 
hath  been  carried  on  and  fupported 
with  fuch  amazing  Succefs  ,  from  a 
moft  ihconfiderable  Beginning ,  in  a 
certain  Proteftant  Seminary  abroad  > 
which  hath  diffufed  its  Influences  in  a 
few  Years  to  the  remoteft  Parts  of  the 
Earth,  by  the  fpecial  BletTmg  of  GOD 
attending  fuch  a  well-founded  Defign. 
But  till  this  can  Here  alfo  be  put  in  Ex¬ 
ecution,  under  the  Conduit  of  Supreme 
Wildom  and  Goodnefs ;  which  may  in 
due  time  raife  up  and  infpire  Inftru- 
ments  for  fetting  this  on  foot,  and 
contributing  to  it  by  a  Noble  and  Chri- 
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ftian  Munificence ;  it  muft  be  owned, 
to  the  Honour  of  GOD,  That  the  Tru- 
ftees  for  the  Charity-Schools,  have  not 
been  wanting  to  ufe  their  utmoft  Di¬ 
ligence  to  choofe  fuch  Matters  and 
Miftreffes  for  their  Schools,  as  are  the 
beft  Qualify’d,  and  are  found  to  have  a 
good  Genius  for  Teaching,  as  well  as 
to  underftand  the  Grounds  and  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Chriftian  Religion.  And 
for  the  more  ready  Performance  of 
their  Duty,  they  advife  the  Schoolr 
matter  Eledt ,  to  confult  with  fome  of 
the  prefent  Schoolmafters  of  thefc 
Schools  ;  and  do  particularly  recom-; 
mend  to  thefe,  that  they  would  com¬ 
municate  to  him  their  Art,  and  the  Di- 
verfe  Methods  of  Teaching  and  Gover¬ 
ning  their  Scholars  ufed ,  according  to  ttfe 
different  Capacities ,  Tempers,  and  In¬ 
clinations  of  the  Children •  And  in  their 
Charge,  which  the  Truftees  give  to  the 
New-ele&cd  Schoolmafters  and  Mi¬ 
ftreffes,  they  have  always  taken  the 
greateft  Care  that  is  poffible,  to  recom- 

M  4  niend 


Id? 


Ways  and  Methods 

mend  to  them  the  faithful  Difcharge  of 
their  Office,  an  unblamable  Conver- 
fation  ,  a  conftant  Attendance  with 
their  Children  upon  the  publick  Wor- 
Ihip  of  GOD,  and  all  the  particular 
Duties,  which  may  render  them  appro¬ 
ved  in  the  Sight  of  G  O  D  and  Man ; 
ftri&ly  charging  them  above  all  Things 
riot  to  intermeddle  in  Difputes  about 
Matters  of  State,  and  fuch  Things  as 
are  too  High  for  them ;  but  to  ftu- 
dy  to  live  quiet  and  peaceable  Lives, 
without  giving  Offence  to  any,  whe¬ 
ther  Perfon  or  Party ;  and  to  Hand  in 
that  Place  and  Lot  to  which  GOD 
hath  called  them.  And  when  any  have 
been  found  tranfgreffing  this  Charge, 
or  not  obferving  the  Rules  and  Or¬ 
ders  given  them  at  their  Admiffion, 
they  have  been,  without  Refpedfc  of  Per- 
fons,  after  Admonition  firft  given,  dif- 
jniffed ;  and  others  fubftituted  in  their 
Jloom ,  who  were  better  qualify’d. 
Care  hath  been  always  taken,  that  none 
be  admitted,  but  fuch  as  might  adorn 

their 
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their  Station,  fully  aqfwer  the  Ends 
of  This  Charity,  and  approve  themfelves 
as  much  as  poffible  unto  All.  And  in¬ 
deed,  the  great  Care  which  hath  been 
taken  by  the  Prefent  Truftees  of  thefe 
Schools,  and  the  great  Zeal  which  they 
have  (hewn ,  as  well  as  the  fingular 
Prudence  and  Management  which  they 
have  made  appear  in  Carrying  on  this 
Work,  with  all  the  Demonftrations  of 
Impartiality,  and  an  univerfal  Charity, 
may  well  deferve  to  be  recommended  > 
if  not  for  their  Sake,  yet  for  the  Sake 
of  their  Succeffors,  and  for  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  others  to  profecute  the  fame 
pious  and  laudable  Defigns,  and  to  car¬ 
ry  them  on  ftill  farther  and  farther, 
upon  the  Foundation  which  is  now 
laid. 

ix.  The  Erecting  Parochial  "Libra¬ 
ries  in  the  meanly  endowed  Cures  through¬ 
put  England. 

The  incompetent  Provifion  that  is 
made  for  the  Inferiour  Clergy  in  feve- 
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ral  Parts  of  this  Kingdom,  feems  to 
be  fa  little  known,  that  many  will  be 
fiirprized,  when  they  are  hereby  infor¬ 
med,  that  there  are  in  England  above 
2000  Parities,  where  the  Annual  In¬ 
come  of  the  Minifters  doth  not  exceed 
jo  /.  and  that  of  thefe  there  are  more 
than  twelve  Hundred,  where  it  doth 
not  exceed  so  U  and  near  five  Hun¬ 
dred,  where  it  doth  not  exceed  io;' 
The  Minifters,  who  officiate  in  Church¬ 
es  fo  meanly  endowed,  muft  of  Necef- 
fity  be  unfurnilhed  with  fuch  Books  as 
might  enable  them  to  adminifter  whol- 
fomd  and  found  Doctrine  to  their 
Flocks,  either  by  way  of  Catechifing 
or  of  Preaching. 

For  the  Supplying  this  Defe&  l 
good  Men  have  often  wifhed,  that  Pa¬ 
rochial  Libraries,  confifting  each  of  a 
competent  Number  of  the  beft  Com¬ 
ments  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
the  mod  approved  Treatifes  of  Pra¬ 
ctical  Divinity ,  were  fixed  in  thofe 
Cures  where  they  are  fo  much  wanted, 

under 
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under  fuch  Regulations  and  Eftablifli- 
ments,  as  might  render  them  moft  Ufe- 
ful  to  the  prefent  Incumbents,  and 
might  moft  effectually  fecure  them  to 
Pofterity. 

That  what  hath  been  fo  long 
wilhed  for,  may  at  laft  be  in  fome 
Meafure  effected,  feveral  Perfons  of 
the  Clergy  and  Laity  have  agreed  to 
meet,  and  to  confult,  how  they  may 
promote  fo  good  a  Work ;  and  have 
taken  upon  them  the  Care  and  Truft 
of  Procuring,  Receiving,  and  Difper- 
fing  fuch  Gifts,  as  well-difpofed  Per¬ 
fons  fliall  be  willing  to  contribute  for 
fo  pious  and  charitable  an  Ufe. 

Through  the  Bleffing  of  G  O  D, 
and  the  Munificence  of  feveral  wor¬ 
thy  Benefactors,  this  Undertaking  hath 
fo  far  profper’d,  that  the  Truftees  have 
already  procured  near  3000  Books  in 
Folio,  and  above  4000  in  4 Jo,  and  St )o  ; 
which  are  lodged  in  Repofitories,  for 
that  Purpofe  provided ;  befides  many 
other  Books ,  which ,  being  out  ot 
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Print  are  now  in  the  Prefs,  in  order 
to  a  new  Edition. 

I  t  is  propofed  by  the  Truftees,  that 
if  this  Defign  meets  with  due  Encou¬ 
ragement,  there  fliall  be  at  leaft  five 
Hundred  Libraries  ereCted  ,  whereof 
above  fifty  are  already  completed,  and 
fent  into  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom  ;  And  they  do  not  doubt,  but  that 
all  good  Men  will  join  with  them  in 
their  hearty  Wifhes  and  Endeavours, 
that  in  Procefs  of  Time,  none  of  the 
above-mentioned  2000  Cures  {hall 
want  the  fame  Advantage.  For  Secu¬ 
ring  thefe  Libraries  to  Pofterity,  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Parliament  hath  pro¬ 
vided  a  Method,  by  an  ACt  parted  in 
the  Seventh  Year  of  Queen  Anne. 

And  that  the  Names  of  all  the  Con¬ 
tributors  thereto  may  be  delivered  down 
to  fucceeding  Ages,  a  Catalogue  of 
Benefactors  and  their  Benefactions  is 
kept,  and  will  be  publifhed  when  the 
Libraries  are  complete.  \ 

There 
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There  is  in  like  manner  a  Defign 
for  Ere&ing  fome  Libraries  in  the 
Highlands  of  North-Brhain ,  for  the 
Ufe  chiefly  of  the  Minifters  and  Candi¬ 
dates  ;  feveral  of  whom  are  faid  to  be 
Perfons  of  excellent  Parts  and  Capaci¬ 
ties,  but  to  be  almoft  wholly  deftitute 
of  Books,  and  unprovided  with  the 
neceflary  Means  of  Improving  them- 
felves.  And  it  is  propofed  to  have  one 
Library  in  each  County  of  the  High¬ 
lands  ;  the  Number  of  which  may  be 
afterwards  increafed ,  as  Encourage¬ 
ment  lhall  be  given.  And  there  is  a 
Defign  carrying  on  for  Wales ,  much  of 
the  fame  Nature. 

A  Charity  fo  much  wanted,  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  approved ,  fo  diffufive  in  its 
Effects,  fo  highly  beneficial  to  the  pre- 
fent  and  future  Generations,  of  fo  great 
Importance  both  to  Clergy  and  Laity, 
and  tending  fo  manifeftly  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  our  Church  and  Nation,  to 

the  Salvation  of  Souls,  and  to  the  Glory 

of 
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of  GOD }  cannot  need  Arguments  to 

recommend  it. 

May  the  Bleffing  of  G  O  D  be  upon 
it  and  upon  ail  thofe  who  fhall  con¬ 
tribute  to  it !  Thofe  who  are  willing 
to  be  Benefactors  to  this  Charity,  are 
defired  to  pay  the  Sums  they  fliall  con¬ 
tribute,  to  Mr.  Henry  Hoare  in  Fleet - 
ftreet ;  who  can  likewife  inform  any 
Perfon  of  the  feveral  Methods  that  are 
taken  in  promoting  and  encouraging 
the  feveral  Charities  contained  in  this 
Account ;  and  how  they  may  belt  ap¬ 
ply  their  Monies  to  anfwer  their  feveral 
Pieties  and  charitable  Intentions.  But 
to  proceed  to 


II.  Thofe 


^  v$twfcl&$&$wfaf&*i'++l'**i*Vi±wt'wwivw^vi'ewi'99’lvvv*i!g 
&$$$*£$$  -ft  *  *fi  **  *'  &*  i  v*  *■**&  *****£$*$$  * 


II.  f&#>  Wants  which 
relate  to  the  Bodies  of 
Men. 


t.  RELIEVING  the  Orphans  and 

*'■  Widows  of  Clergymen. 

The  Sons  of  the  Clergy  are  incor¬ 
porated  for  that  Purpofe,  by  the  Char¬ 
ter  of  King  Charles  II.  who  having  ta¬ 
ken  Notice  that  divers  charitable  Per¬ 
sons  of  the  Church  of  England  had; 
after  his  Reftauration,  appear’d  very 
forward  in  contributing  to  the  Relief 
of  fuch  of  the  Widows  of  Loyal  and 
Orthodox  Clergymen,  with  their  Chil¬ 
dren,  as  were  poor j  and  confidering 
the  great  Sufferings  of  many  of  the 
Clergy  in  England  for  their  Loyalty, 
and  ftedfaft  Adherence  to  the  Intereft 
of  their  Lawful  and  Rightful  Sovereign, 
well  as  to  that  of  the  Conftituted 
Church;  was  gracioufly  pleafed,  by 
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his. Charter  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  bearing  Date,  July  x.  16784 
to  ordain,  conftitute,  and  grant,  that 
the  Perfons  therein  named,  being  Sons 
of  Clergymen,  and  their  Succeffors, 
be  one  Body  Politick  and  Corporate, 
by  the  Name  of  Tl he  Governours  of  the 
Charity  for  Relief  of  the  poor  Widows 
and  Children  of  Clergymen:  And  that 
by  the  fame  Name,  they  Ihould  have 
perpetual  Succeffion ;  and  be  capable 
to.  purchafe,  have,  or  take,  Manners, 
Lands,  and  Hereditaments,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  the  Value  of  2000/.  per  annum  j 
and  all  manner  of  Goods  and  Chattels ; 
and  to  difpofe  thereof  for  the  Relief  of 
the  faid  Orphans  and  Widows.  This 
Society  is  a  very  numerous  Body ;  and 
hath  a  Prefident,  Vice-Prelident,  three 
Treafurers,  forty  two  Afliftants,  and 
a  Regifter ;  who,  before  they  enter 
upon  their  Places,  take  an  Oath  faith¬ 
fully  to  execute  their  refpe&ive  Trufts. 
And  the  two  Archbilhops,  the  Lord- 
Chancellor,  and  Lord  Treafurcr,  with 
T  the 
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the  Bifliop  of  London ,  Lord  Almoner* 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  for  the  time  being  > 
are  Viiitors  of  the  faid  Corporation  t 
So  that  if  any  Difficulties  fhould  arifc 
about  the  Difpofition  of  their  Revenues, 
thefe  are  to  decide  them.  By  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  many  worthy  Perfons,  they 
have  been  enabled  to  make  fome  Pur- 
chafes  ,  as  a  yearly  Fund,  and  have 
befidcs  relieved  every  Year  feveral  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  Widows  and  Children  ;  of  all 
which  an  exaCt  Account  is  kept,  the 
Names  of  the  Benefactors  regiftred,  and 
the  feveral  Sums  which  are  diftributed 
at  the  Court  of  Oifiribution  publifhed 
yearly.  And  there  is  fuch  a  certain 
Method  and  Security  eftablifh’d  *  for 
the  due  Adminiftration  of  this  Chari¬ 
ty,  as  there  can  be  no  Danger  of  its 
being  diverted  to  any  other  life* 

A  fresh  Example  we  have  now  of 
this  Kind,  in  the  late  worthy  Prefident  of 
Corpus -Chrifti  College  in  Oxford *  Dr* 
Tfhomas  Turner^  being  himfelf  the  Son. 
of  a  Clergyman  of  the  fame  Name  * 
who,  dying  in  April  laft,  hath  given 
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his  whole  refiduary  Eflate,  after  feveral 
other  charitable  Legacies  of  great  Va¬ 
lue  ,  for  the  Relief  of  Clergymens 
poor  Widows  and  Children :  leaving 
the  fame  in  Truft  to  his  Executors, 
that  they  Ihould  purchafe  therewith 
Lands  to  be  fettled  upon  this  Corpora, <r 
tion  for  that  Purpofe.  This  Accdfion 
is  of  about  Eighteen  Tkoufand  P ounds : 
And  is  an  Example  much  to  the  Honour 
of  Religion,  of  the  Clergy,  and  of  the 
Son  of  a  Clergyman  j  who  hath  left  fuch 
a  {landing  Monument  of  his  Munificence 
both  to  this  Society,  and  that  Other  over 
which  in  his  Life  he  fo  prudentlyPrefided. 

All  Perfons,  who  are  willing  to  en¬ 
courage  this  fo  laudable  a  Defign,  by 
Subfcription  or  otherwife,  may  apply  to 
Mr.  Save ,  near  Grays-Inn-Gate ,  one  of 
the  Treafurers,  or  to  any  one  of  them 
for  the  time  being.  And  this  is  the  firft 
Method  which  is  carrying  on  of  Doing 
Good  to  the  Bodies  of  Men. 


II.  Providing  for  the  Able  Poor  in  a 
Way  of  Induflry. 


That 


*79 


of  Doing  Good. 

That  which  fills  the  Gaols  with 
Malefactors  ,  and  the  Kingdom  with 
idle  Perfons,  who  confume  the  Stock 
of  the  Kingdom  without  improving  it, 
according  to  the  Obfervation  of  a  late 
*  Great  Man  in  the  Law,  is  the  Want  of 
a  due  Provision  for  the  Education  and 
Relief  of  the  Poor,  in  a  Way  of  In- 
duftry.  And  this  he  compares  to  an 
Error  in  the  firft  Concoction  ;  which 
is  never  afterwards  to  be  remedied,  but 
by  the  rougher  Methods  in  the  Courts  of 
judicature  :  Whereas,  a  found  prudent 
Method  for  an  indujlrious  Education  of 
t fie  Poor,  would  doubtlefs  afford  a 
better  Remedy  againft  thefe  Corrup¬ 
tions,  than  all  the  Gibbets  and  Whip- 
ping-Pofts  in  the  Kingdom .  For  as 
NeceJJitous  and  Uneducated  Perfons  in¬ 
crease,  who  will  daily  increafe,  with¬ 
out  fome  more  effectual  Care  be  taken 
for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  thefe 
Kingdoms,  than  by  the  ordinary  Pra¬ 
ctice  is  or  can  be  done ;  the  Multitude 
of  Malefactors  will  increafe ,  fays  he. 


*  Judge  Hales. 

N  a 
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notwithftanding  the  Examples  of  Seve¬ 
rity.  Wherefore,  for  Redrefs  of  the 
Mifchiefs  relating  to  the  Poor,  and  for 
Preventing  the  Perilling  of  any  of 
them,  whether  young  or  old,  for  want 
of  fuch  Supplies  as  are  neccffary,  and 
for  other  good  Ends  and  Purpofesj 
there  was  in  the  Reign  ot  K.  Charles  II. 
an  Act  made.  For  the  better  Relief 
of  the  Poor  of  this  Kingdom,  wherein, 
among  other  Things ,  it  is  enacted. 
That  there  Hull  be  a  Corporation  in 
London ,  confiding  of  a  Prefident,  De¬ 
puty  Prefident,  and  Treafurer;  and 
that  the  Lord  Mayor  for  the  time  being 
is  to  be  Prefident ,  and  the  AJJiftants  to 
be  the  Aldermen,  with  two  and  fifty 
other  Citizens,  chofen  by  the  Com¬ 
mon-Council  5  Which  Corporation 
lhall  be  called  by  the  Name  of.  The 
Prefident  and  Governours  for  the  Poor 
of  London ;  lhall  have  Power  to  receive 
Lands  of  3000  /.  per  annum ,  of  the  oift 
and  Devife  of  any  Perfons,and  any  Sums 
of  Money  without  Limitation  ;  and 

lhall 
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fhall  have  Authority  to  hold  Courts  for 
the  Purpofes  therein  exprelfed  ;  and 
from  time  to  time  to  make  fuch  Or¬ 
ders  for  the  better  relieving,  regula¬ 
ting,  and  fetting  the  Poor  to  work,  as 
to  them  lhall  feem  fit  and  good.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  ,  the  Common-Council  oi 
London ,  in  April  MDCXCVIII.  chofe 
fifty  two  Commoners,  to  be  Alfiftants, 
with  the  Aldermen  ;  and  the  Lord 
Mayor,  as  Prefident,with  thefe  Aflillants, 
proceeded  to  deft  a  Deputy  Prefident 
and  Treafurer:  And  fo  they  became 
a  Corporation  for  the  P oor  of  London. 

And  in  Auguft  ,  the  following 
Year,  the  fafd  Corporation  took  a 
Houfe  in  BiJhopfgate-Jireet ,  into  which, 
when  they  had  fitted  it  up,  they  received 
from  the  Churchwardens  of  feveral  Pa- 
rifiies,  feveral  poor  Children.  There 
are,  at  leaft,  two  Hundred  of  thefe 
Parilh  -  Children,  befides  thofe  who 
are  taken  in  from  Benefactors  ,  here 
maintained :  And  they  all  are  religi- 
oufly  educated,  according  to  the  Faith 
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and  Practice  of  the  Church  of  'Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  are  employed,  in  fuch 
Work  as  they  are  capable  of.  They 
are  moreover  taught  to  read,  write, 
and  caft  Accompts ;  whereby  they  are 
qualify’d  for  Services ,  and  honeft 
Ways  of  Livelihood.  They  are  here  all 
dieted,  andcloathed;  and  duly  taken 
care  of  in  their  Sicknefs.  Many  cha¬ 
ritable  Perfons  have  been  hence  ftirred 
up  to  contribute  to  this  Houfe  :  And  the 
Contributions  have  amounted  to  about 
Fifteen  thoufand  Pounds.  The  Number 
of  Children  put  out  to  Trades,  from 
Eafter  MDCC.  to  Eafler  MDCCXIII. 
is  above  twelve  Thoufand.  And  the 
Number  of  Vagrants,  idle  and  diior- 
derly  Perfons,  who  have,  during  the 
fame  Time,  been  taken  up,  fet  to 
Work,  and  difcharged,  doth  amount 
to  between  fifteen  and  fixteen  Thou¬ 
fand  ;  in  apprehending  and  keeping 
whom,  large  Sums  have  been  expen¬ 
ded,  as  alfo  in  defraying  the  other  ne¬ 
eelfary  Charges  of  the  Houfe.  This 

hath 
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hath  been  the  Occafion  of  feveral  Ob¬ 
jections  lately  raifed  againft  this  charita¬ 
ble  Inftitution,  and  of  fome  Oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Levying  of  Money;  towards 
the  Support  of  this  Place,  efpecially 
with  relation  to  the  poor  Children 
therein  educated  and  maintained.  But 
whofoever  is  not  fatisfy’d,  as  to  the 
Management  of  this  Defign,  or  is  de- 
firous  to  be  particularly  inftru&ed  in  the 
Nature  of  it,  and  of  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Corporation,  fince  its  firft  Eftablifh- 
ment,  may  confult  a  little  Treatife, 
which  is  entituled,  An  Account  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  Poor  of  London: 
Shewing  the  Nature ,  Ufefulnefs ,  and 
Management ,  of  the  JVork-Houfe  in  Bi- 
Ihopfgate-ftreet :  And  that  the  Reliev¬ 
ing,  Educating ,  and  Setting  poor  Children 
to  Work,  is  one  principal  Defign  of  its  In - 
ftitution :  And  of  great  Advantage  to  the 
Public!:.  Printed  by]o[.  Downing,  1713. 

Besides  which,  there  was  alfo  e- 
refted  a  Charity  School,  in  the  Pariih 
of  S.  Margaret ,  Wefiminfler ,  about  the 

N  4  Year 


iS^ 


Ways  and  Methods 

Year  M  DC  XC  VIIL  by  Name  of  the 
Gray-Coat-Scbool^  for  the  Education  of 
poor  Children  in  the  Principles  of  Chri- 
ftian  Religion,  teaching  to  read,  and 
inftrufting  them  in  the  Church  Cate* 
chifm  and  Difcipline  of  the  Church 
of  England ,  as  by  Law  eftablifhed ; 
and  for  Teaching  to  write  and  caft  Ac* 
compts  5  and  binding  thofe  Apprentices 
to  honeft  Trades  and  Employments, 
when  fit  for  the  fame  :  And  the  Tru~ 
flees  of  the  faid  School,  having  found 
Encouragement  in  their  faid  Underta* 
king,  and  defigning  to  enlarge  the  faid 
Charity,  did,  about  three  Years  after* 
ward,  take  into  their  Care  leveral  o~ 
ther  poor  Boys  and  Girls  of  the  faid 
Parifh ;  and  provide  them ,  together 
with  the  other  poor  Children  of  the 
faid  School,  with  Cloathing,  Meat, 
Prink,  Wafhing,  Lodging,  and  other 
Necelfaries,  in  a  large  Houfe,  appoin* 
ted  to  them  by  the  Vcftry  of  the  faid 
Parifh ,  Rent-free ,  for  that  Purpofe  ^ 
yrliereifl  $11  the  faid  Children  are  not 
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only  taught  and  inftru&ed  in  all  that  is 
fit  for  them  to  learn ;  but  fuch  of  them 
as  are  capable,  are  alfo  kept  to  Work ; 
as  Spinning,  Knitting,  Sewing,  and 
other  Employments,  to  inure  them  to 
honeft  Labour  and  Indufiry.  But  ' in 
order  to  a  more  folid  Foundation  for  its 
Support  and  Maintenance,  this  School 
was  Incorporated  ,  and  the  Truftees 
thereof  made  one  Body  Politick,  by 
the  Name  of  The  Gove  mows  of  the 
Gray-Coat  Bofpital  in  Tothill-Fields,  of 
the  Royal  Foundation  of  Queen',  Anne, 
in  the  Fifth  Year  of  her  Reign :  Where¬ 
by  they,  and  their  Succeffors,  may 
have  perpetual  Succeffion;  may  pur- 
chafe  Lands  in  Perpetuity,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  2000  L  per  Annum,  beyond  Re¬ 
prizes  ;  may  have  Eftates  for  Lives  and 
for  Years,  and  all  Manner  of  Goods, 
of  any  Value  whatsoever ;  may  grant 
and  lett  Lands  for  one  and  forty  Years  j 
may  have  a  Common  Seal,  which  Seal 
they  may  alter  at  Pleafure ;  and  may 
make  Laws,  Orders,  and  Conftitutions, 
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for  the  well  Government  of  the  faid 
Society.  Which  Hofpital  is  kept  under 
fuch  good  Regulation  by  the  worthy 
Governours  of  it,  among  whom  arc  fc- 
veral  Perfons  of  Eminence  both  in 
Church  and  State,-  as  nothing  hath 
yet  appeared  to  go  beyond  it :  And 
the  great  Ufefulnefs  of  this  Charity, 
by  being  founded  fo  much  upon  In- 
duftry,  will  not  fail  to  recommend  it 
to  all  who  wifli  the  Welfare  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  to  them  who  are 
Friends  to  the  Church.  And  if  in  o- 
ther  Charity-Schools  the  fame  or  like 
Method  could  be  purfued,  the  Advan¬ 
tages  thereby,  both  to  the  Church  and 
State,  might  be  vaftly  greater  than  the 
Expences  of  the  Contributors. 

A  t  Greenwich  and  Lime-Houfe  there 
hath  likewife  a  Beginning  been  made, 
after  much  the  fame  Manner,  the  Chil¬ 
dren  being  wholly  maintained,  and 
bred  up  to  honeft  Labour,  under  a 
good  Difcipline  :  And  fo  too  in  the 
Work-houfes,  which  have  of  late  Years 

been 
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been  erefted  by  Aft  of  Parliament ;  as 
at  Exeter ,  Plymouth ,  Tiverton ,  Briflol , 
Wbrcefter ,  Lincoln ,  and  other  Towns  $ 
great  Numbers,  of  poor  Children  are 
maintained  and  educated  in  a  Way  of 
Induftry.  And  it  is  obfervable,  that 
thofe  who  are  of  a  laborious  working 
Trade,  will  ordinarily  rather  take  a 
Child,  who  hath  been  educated  after 
this  Manner,  and  inured  to  Labour, 
without  any  Money  at  all,  than  any  o- 
ther  Parilh-Child  with  four  or  five 
Pounds. 

There  is  no  Doubt  to  be  made,  but 
thefe  all  may  be  capable  of  farther  Im¬ 
provements  i  if  but  wife  and  good 
Men,  who  have  Eftates  and  Abilities, 
would  ferioully  fet  themfelves  to  con- 
fider  of  the  Methods  which  have  been,  or 
may  be,  propofed  in  order  to  it ;  And 
a  fufficient  Provifion  might  be  made, 
both  for  the  Younger  and  the  Grown 
Poor,  if  not  difabled  altogether,  with 
much  more  Eafe  than  hitherto,  perhaps, 
hath  any  where  been  praftifed. 

III.  Kc- 
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HI.  Relieving  poor  'di fluffed  Houfe- 
1  eepers. 

There  are  a  Multitude  of  thefe  di- 
ftrefled  Houfekeepers ,  having  large 
Families,  that  have  no  Relief  from  the 
Parilh  j  their  Modefty  not  buffering 
them  to  make  their  Neceffities  known, 
while  they  are  willing,  according  to 
their  Duty,  to  do  all  what  is  in  their 
Power  to  get  an  honeft  Livelihood. 
Now  great  Numbers  of  thefe  have 
been  relieved  by  little  Sums  prudently 
diftributed,  under  the  Management  of 
fuch,  as  have  made  it  a  main  Bufinefs 
of  their  Life,  to  anfwer  the  great  Ends 
of  the  Contributors  to  this  Charity, 
by  making  it  as  extenfive  as  it  is  poffi- 
ble  to  be  5  without  any  other  Regard 
therein,  than  to  the  Wants  and  Neceffi¬ 
ties  of  their  indigent  Fellow-Creatures. 
And  there  hath  been  fuch  an  exad  Ac- 
\  count  kept  of  their  Names,  their  Pla¬ 
ces  of  Aboad,  and  of  all  minute  Par¬ 
ticulars,  as  not  the  leaft  Penny  can 

be 
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be  converted  to  any  other  Ule,  than 
is  intended  by  the  charitable  Donor  : 
One  Account  being  always  given  to  the 
Principal,  and  the  other  kept  by  the  A- 
gent,  who  is  entrufted  with  the  Diipo- 
fal  of  the  fame.  Thus  many  Families 
have  not  only  been  relieved  for  the 
prefent ,  by  fuch  charitable  Benevo¬ 
lences  rightly  difpofed ;  but  more  than 
a  Few  have  been  recover’d  from  Ruin, 
and  put  into  fome  Way  of  Employ¬ 
ment,  by  which  they  have  been  after¬ 
wards  able  to  get  an  honeft  Subfiftence, 
without  being  burdenfome  to  any. 
And  indeed  fuch  a  wonderful  Provi¬ 
dence  hath  frequently  attended  this 
Method  of  Charity,  as  it  is  almoft  in¬ 
credible  what  hath  been  done  in  this 
Kind  ;  and  how  many  furprizing  De¬ 
liverances  have  been  wrought,  both  of 
Perfons  and  Families,  by  the  peculiar 
Bleffing  of  Almighty  GOD  accompa¬ 
nying  the  lame.  Such  numerous  In- 
ftances  hereof  might  be  given,  as  were 

enough  to  make  a  Hiftory.  And  it 

by 
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by  this  Hint,  any  Perfon  of  Quality  j 
or  other,  who  hath  the  Goods  of  this 
World  to  fpare,  being  moved  with 
Pity  towards  the  Neceflities  of  the 
numerous  Poor  of  this  Sort,  will  but 
make  the  Experiment  hereof ;  as  they 
need  have  no  Doubt  but  what  they  have 
a  Mind  to  difpofe  of  in  this  Manner, 
fliall  be  difpofed  among  fuch  as  are 
the  moft  proper  Obje&s,  with  great  Fi¬ 
delity  ;  fo  they  may  alio  come  to  be 
convinced,  that  the  Eye  of  Providence 
is  more  immediately  concerned  in  the 
Direction  of  this  Particular  Method  of 
bodily  Charity,  and  that  the  Ways  of 
GOD  with  refpeft  to  it  are  very  won¬ 
derful. 

r  ’  •  *  v'-?  et  .  I 

IV.  Relieving  decay'd  Tradefmen ,  and 
Putting  them  into  a  Capacity  to  maintain 
themfelves  for  the  Future. 

.  W  h  a  t  a  great  Number  of  honeft 
trading  Perfons,  of  different  Ranks, 
have  been,  within  fome  few  Years  laft 
part,  brought  to  Decay,  and  fome  of 

them 


of  Doing  Good \ 

them  to  the  utmoft  Mifery,  cannot  but 
afford  a  very  melancholy  Reflexion. 
This  Complaint  is  fo  general,  as  we 
every  where  meet  with  it :  And  they 
ftirely,  who  have  been  fupported  by 
Providence,  during  thefe  Times,  while 
fuch  a  Multitude  have  been  fhipwreck’d 
in  their  Eftates  and  Fortunes  round  a~ 
bout  them  ,*  have  great  Reafon  to  blefs 
GOD  with  the  Subftance  which  he  hath 
blelfed  to  them ;  and  to  communicate 
of  the  fame,  according  to  their  Ability, 
for  the  Doing  Good  to  their  poor 
Neighbour,  whofe  Lot  it  is  to  be  redu- 

V 

ced  to  Streights  and  Wants.  Now,  by 
lodging  in  the  Hands  of  a  prudent  and 
faithful  Perfon,  who  is  well  acquain¬ 
ted  with  this  Method,  a  certain  Sum  of 
Money,  there  may  be  a  great  Deal 
done  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor  Suffe¬ 
rers  (and  perhaps  more  than  can  be 
at  firft  eafily  believed)  without  any  very 
great  Expence.  For  by  little  Sums 
well  applied,  there  have  frequently  been 
very  great  Effects  known,  in  fuch-like 

Cafes, 
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Cafes,  both  to  the  Redrefling  of  thofe 
Mifchiefs  which  were  feared,  and  to 
the  Removing  thofe  which  were  aiStu- 
ally  come  to  pafs.  And  by  a  prudent 
Compofition  with  their  Creditors,  and 
giving  them  fome  fmall  Matter  to  fet  up 
with  again,  or  to  put  them  in  any  pro¬ 
bable  Way  of  Livelihood,  many  have 
been  faved  from  Perilhing,  and  have 
done  afterwards  very  well  in  the 
World. 

Nor  is  it  more  the  Duty,  than  it 
Is  the  Intereft,  of  the  Rich  and  the  Great 
in  the  World,  by  all  the  proper  Ways 
and  Means  which  can  be  thought  oil, 
to  take  fome  Care  of  them,  who  are 
thus  fallen  to  Poverty  and  a  mean 
Condition  by  the  Faults  of  others,  or 
by  certain  unavoidable  Contingencies, 
either  publick  or  private :  Since  hereby 
they  do  not  only  take  Care  of  thefe 
diftrelfed  Creatures,  but  of  themfelves 
alfo,  and  of  their  Heirs  after  them  too ; 
who  may  fall  to  Decay,  and  Hand  in 
need  of  the  Alfiftance  of  others,  no 

lefs 
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lefs  than  thefe  do  now  of  theirs.  No¬ 
thing  is  commoner  than  for  Families  to 
be  fubjed  to  great  Changes  and  Revo¬ 
lutions,  fometimes  for  the  better,  and 
very  often  for  the  worfe.  And  who 
knoweth,  how  foon  it  may  be  his  own 
Lot,  let  his  Quality  or  his  Fortune  be 
never  fo  great,  to  become  poor  and  de- 
fpifed  ?  Wherefore,  the  great  Inftability 
of  their  own  Condition,  and  the  Un¬ 
certainty  of  all  temporal  Goods,  which 
have  Wings,  Ihould  be  a  fufficient  Mo-, 
tive,  one  would  think,  to  incline  thofe 
who  now  flourifh  in  a  fair  and  full 
Eftate,  to  make  this  Advantage  of  it, 
while  they  polTefs  it,  to  their  own  and 
others  Good ;  and  particularly  to  make 
Choice  of  fuch  a  Method  for  it,  as  may 
feem  more  nearly  to  touch  their  own 
Cafe,  by  affecting  both  themfelves  and 
their  Pofterity,  as  this  fenfibly  doth. 

V.  Relieving  poor  Prifoners. 

Among  the  miferable  and  necefli- 
tous  Part  of  Mankind,  there  are  none 
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certainly  who  challenge  more  our  Pi¬ 
ty,  than  all  Prifoners  and  Captives  ; 
whatfoever  may  be  the  Occafion  of  the 
Confinement  they  are  under,  or  of  the 
Hardships  they  endure.  For  if  it  be 
for  their  Crimes,  they  are  not  more 
the  Objeds  of  Juftice,  than  they  are  of 
Commiferation  :  And  to  fuch,  Punifii- 
ment  itfelf,  as  it  hath  been  well  obfer- 
ved,  may  be  made  an  Inftrument  of 
Mercy  and  Goodnefs ;  however ,  as 
they  are  not  excluded  from  our  Pray¬ 
ers,  fo  neither  are  they  from  all  pro¬ 
per  and  Chrilfian  Ailiftances.  If  it  be 
for  their  Religion,  or  for  Righteoufnefs 
Sake,  whether  this  be  in  Barbary  a- 
mons  the  Turks,  or  in  the  Prifons  of 
the  Inquilition  among  pretended  Chri- 
ftians  and  Catholicks ,  or  elfewhere  j 
whether  for-  an  Article  of  Faith,  or  for 
any  of  GOD’s  Commandments ;  they 
doubtlefs  call  for  the  utmoft  Efforts  of 
Chriftian  Charity  ,  in  order  to  their 
Relief  and  Redemption.  And  if  it  be 
for  Poverty,  and  for  not  being  able  to 

anfwer 
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anfwer  the  Demands  and  even  Extor¬ 
tion  of  their  Creditors  ;  how  much 
ought  their  deplorable  Condition  to 
move  thofe,  who  enjoy  the  Blefling  of 
Liberty,  and  abound  even  in  the  Su¬ 
perfluities  of  Life  ?  And  there  being 
many  poor  Creatures,  who  are  held 
in  Prifon  for  little  more  than  their 
Fees,  even  a  fmall  Sum  of  Money  is 
here  capable  of  Doing  very  much 
Good.  For  by  a  prudent  Management, 
many  times  more  than  thirty  Perfons 
have  been  fully  difcharged,  for  about 
fifty  or  threefcore  Pounds, :  the  Fees  in* 
eluded  >  and  fet  at  Liberty,  to  get  an 
honed  Maintenance  for  themfelves  and 
Families.  So  that  this  Method  of  Do¬ 
ing  Good  may  be  made  more  extenfive 
than  is  eafily  apprehended  at  firft. 

And  were  it  not  for  the  many  Abu¬ 
ses  and  extorting  Arts,  which  are  pra- 
(Sifed  in  thofe  Houfes  of  Bondage  and 
Mifery  ;  this  Charity  might  yet  extend 
itfelf  doubtlefs  much  farther,  than  now 
it  can.  And  as  a  Remedy  for  this 
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r,rCat  Evil,  lo  generally  and  continually 
complained  of,  can  come  from  none 
but  Perfons  of  Figure  and  Power,  fuch 
as  have  a  Share,  either  in  the  Making 
or  Adminiftring  the  Law  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  they  will  not  think  this  a 
Matter  too  conliderable  for  their  Con— 
fultation,  nor  efteem  it  unworthy  their 
Compaflion  and  Alfiftance :  That  fo 
many  Thoufands  may  not  be  loft  to 
the  Publick,  who  by  a  wife  and  gra¬ 
cious  Regulation  of  the  Prifons,  could 
be  preferved,  and  made  ufeful  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Common-Weal,  and  might 
add  to  the  Strength  of  the  Sovereign, 
and  to  the  Wealth  of  the  People.  And 
indeed  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the 
■  Wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  hath  not 
been  lacking,  to  make  fuch  a  Provifion 
in  this  Cafe,  as  might  in  all  Likelihood 
be  fufficient  for  Redrefling  moft  or  all 
the  Grievances  which  Multitudes  here 
daily  complain  of  and  groan  under ; 
but  that  the  Execution  of  good  Laws 

is  often  much  more  hard  to  be  com- 
'  palfed. 
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parted,  than  the  Making  them.  Where¬ 
fore,  there  cannot  be  a  greater  Aft, 
both  of  Juftice  and  Mercy,  in  thofe 
with  whom  GOD  hath  entrufted  the 
Power,  than  to  enforce  all  what  hath 
been  hitherto  done  in  this  Kind,  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Wronged  and  Op- 
prerted  ;  and  to  make  any  farther  Pro- 
vifion,  which  yet  may  be  wanted,  for 
rendring  the  Former  more  effectual , 
and  for  encouraging  the  Benefaftions  of 
charitable  Perfons,  by  a  juft  Security 
that  they  Ihall  not  be  abufed  or  mifap- 
plied.  Whatfoever  Ihall  be  done  of 
this  Nature ,  if  it  be  done  from  a  true 
Ground  of  Faith  in  Christ,  and  as 
from  an  incorporated  Member  of  his 
Body  to  a  fuffering  Fellow-Member ; 
will  certainly  be  gracioufly  remembred 
by  Him  in  that  Day,  when  He  Ihall  a- 
rife  to  plead  the  Caufe  of  the  Poor  of 
the-  Earth ;  and  Ihall  fay  to  the  Prifo- 
ners,  Go  forth ;  and  when  all  thofe, 
who  have  been  charitable  in  this  Way, 
and  have  loofed  the  Bands  of  the  Prifo- 
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ners,  fhall  be  made  to  hear  the  joyful 
Salutation  of  their  Redeemer,  meeting 
them,  and  faying  to  them ;  Come  ye  blef- 
jed  of  my  Father ;  for  I  was  in  Prifon , 
and  ye  lifted  me.  Hence  let  Perfons  of 
the  higheft  Quality  call  ferioufly  to 
Mind,  that  it  is  not  at  all  beneath  them 
to  vifit  Prifons,  and  there  to  fpread  the 
Rays  of  their  beneficent  Influence ;  un- 
lefs  it  be  beneath  them  to  render  a  Vi¬ 
fit  to  Majefty  itfelf,  if  under  an  Eclipfe : 
For  it  is  very  poflible,  that  they  may 
here  meet  the  King  of  Kings ,  without 
knowing  it;  who  will  know  them, and 
will  be  fare  not  to  forget  any  the  lead 
Kindnefs  there  done  to  Himfelf. 

There  are  feveral  other  Methods  of 
Doing  Good,  befides  thole  which 
have  been  here  mention’d,  both  with 
refpedt  to  the  Souls  and  to  the  Bodies 
of  Men :  But  thefe  have  been  here  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of,  becaufe  they  are  all  now, 
either  actually  carrying  on,  by  fome 
Perfons  or  Societies  that  have  engaged 
themfelves  in  it ;  or  at  leaft,  fome  At¬ 
tempts 
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tempts  have  been  of  late  made  fot  car¬ 
rying  them  on,  and  Encouragement 
given  to  prol'ecute  the  fame,  for  the 
Glory  of  GOD,  and  for  the  Honour 
and  Welfare  of  the  Nation.  And  as 
to  thofe  publick  Charities  which  ate  of 
a  more  Ancient  Date,  the  great  Bene¬ 
fits  of  which  the  Poor  of  all  Sorts  a- 
mongft  its  at  this  Day  do  enjoy,  let  us 
not  forget  to  blefs  GOD,  the  Original 
Fountain  of  them  ;  and  to  honour,  for 
His  Sake,  the  Inftruments  which  He 
was  pleas’d  to  make  ufe  of  in  firft 
fetting  them  on  foot. 

The  Hospitals  of  this  great  City, 
which  are  the  moft  ufeful  Ornaments 
of  it,  and  the  (landing  Monuments  of 
the  Piety  and  Munificence  of  our  An- 
ceftors ;  are  fufficiently  known,  by  the 
many  Thoufands  therein  continually 
relieved  and  helped  :  And  therefore, 
very  little  need  be  faid  as  to  them,  and 
to  the  various  Methods  which  are  there¬ 
in  taken,  with  refpedt  to  the  feveraJ 
Branches  of  Doing  Good  unto  the  Bo- 

O  4  dies 


1 99 


200 


Ways  and  Methods 

dies  of  Men,  and  in  feme  of  them  un¬ 
to  the  Minds  alfo.  And  if  Perfons  of 
Quality,  or  any  of  the  Rich  and  Great 
Men  of  the  Kingdom,  would  but  now 
in  like  Manner  folicite  the  Caufe  of 
the  Poor  and  the  Impotent,  of  the 
Sick  and  the  Maimed,  of  the  Orphans 
and  the  Widows,  of  the  Vagrants  arid 
the  Lunaticksj  as  fome  did,  when 
thefe  moft  necelfary  Foundations  were 
firft  laid  j  whatfoever  Methods  for  this 
they  fliall  make  choice  of  to  follow^ 
what  might  we  not  then  exped  and 
hope  for?  For  the  Richeft  of  thefe 
Foundations,  in  Proportion  to  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  Relieved  ,  is  wholly  owing 
to  the  Munificence  of  one  private  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  LincolnJJoire ,  and  he  a  Pro- 
teftant  too :  And  another  of  them  , 
which  is  at  this  Day,  for  the  good  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Regulation  of  it,  inferi- 
our  to  none  of  the  moft  flourilhing 
Hofpitals  of  Europe  for  the  Sick  and 
Wounded  ,  had  no  more  than  500 
Marks  of  yearly  Revenue,  in  old  rub- 

noiss 
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nous  Houfes,  fettled  upon  it  by  H.  VIII. 
out  of  all  his  vaft  Spoils  of  the  Church- 
os  and  Monafteriesj  which  was  firft 
doubled  by  the  Citizens  of  London , 
and  afterward  much  enlarged  by  the 
pious  young  King  his  Son,  and  moft 
wifely  regulated  :  So  that  whereas  up¬ 
on  his  Father’s  poor  Settlement,  there 
was  little  more  than  Maintenance  for 
three  or  four  Harlots  lying  in  Childbed, 
there  is  now,  upon  the  Son’s  Reforma¬ 
tion  and  Refettlement  of  the  fame, 
Provifion  for  fo  many  Hundreds  of  the 
fick  and  lame  Poor.  Thus  it  pleafed 
G  O  D  to  blefs  the  Endeavours  of  that 
Prince  for  the  End  defigned ;  and  there¬ 
by  to  encourage  Religious  Princes,  and 
Perfons  of  great  Dignity  in  Church 
and  State ;  fuch  as  were  they  who  then 
{Erred  up  that  young  Prince,  both  to 
this ,  and  other  publick  Charities,  to 
purlue  fuch  noble  Defigns  of  Doing 
Good  to  Mankind. 

But  to  be  a  little  more  particular 
as  to  the  feveral  Monuments  of  this 

Kind 
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Kind  amongft  us.  In  Sutt  on’s  Hof- 
pital,  or  the  Charter-Houfe,  there  are 
four  and  forty  Scholars  maintained,, 
all  after  a  Collegiate  Manner :  And  if 
they  become  fit  for  the  Univerfity,  be¬ 
fore  fuperannuated,  they  are  fent  thi¬ 
ther,  and  are  allowed  for  eight  Years 
twenty  Pounds  yearly  ,•  while  others 
of  them  are  put  forth  to  good  Trades. 
Befides  whom ,  there  are  here  kept 
fourfcore  decay’d  Gentlemen,  and  o- 
thers,  under  fuch  certain  Qualifications. 
The  Foundation  and  Preparation  of 
this  Houfe  is  faid  to  have  coft  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds,  before  it  was  fully 
fitted  up ;  and  the  Founder  endowed  it 
with  no  lefs  than  four  thoufand  Pounds 
per  annum ;  which  is  fince  improved  a- 
bout  one  third  Part  of  the  Value.  And 
this  Foundation,  without  admitting  a- 
ny  other  Addition  of  Charity  to  it, 
i  hath  been  ever  fince  kept  entire,  and 
maintained  by  its  own  Revenue.  The 
Governours  of  this  Society  are  known 
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to  be  Perfons  of  the  highefl  Dignity  and 
Quality  in  Church  and  State. 

I  n  Christ’s  Hofpital  there  are  com¬ 
monly  maintained  about  feven  hun¬ 
dred  poor  Children,  who  are  here  care¬ 
fully  educated,  and  kept  under  a  moft 
excellent  Difciplinej  the  Names  of 
whom  are  all  regiftred  in  the  faid  Hof¬ 
pital  ;  as  alfo  when  and  whence  they 
were  admitted.  There  are  difchar- 
ged  out  of  the  Houfe  near  two  Hun¬ 
dred,  one  Year  with  another,  being 
put  forth  Apprentices,  or  otherwife 
well  provided  for.  So  that  fome,  who 
have  been  here  educated,  have  after¬ 
wards  come  to  be  very  eminent,  and 
been  Inftruments  of  much  Good  in 
their  Generation.  Inftances  more  than 
a  few  might  eafijy  be  given  of  this. 

And  moreover,  the  great  Care  which 
hath  been  taken  by  the  Prefident  and 
Governours  of  this  Hofpital ,  in  the 
pious  In'ftru&ion  and  Maintenance  of 
thefe  Orphan-Children,  is  not  doubted, 
but  to  have  had  a  great  Influence  in 

ftirring 
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ftirring  up  the  Piety  and  Zeal  of  ma¬ 
ny  good  Chriftians  for  the  Erecting 
and  Promoting  thofe  many  Charity- 
Schools. ,  which  abound  fo  much  in  this 
City,  and  all  the  Parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom.  The  Grammar-School  may  de- 
fcrve  perhaps  to  give  place  to  none, 
unlefs  for  the  Numbers  therein  edu¬ 
cated  ;  having  brought  up  very  excel¬ 
lent  Scholars  j  fome  of  whom,  being 
fent  to  the  Univerfity,  have  there  di- 
ftinguilh’d  themfelves  by  their  admi¬ 
rable  Parts  and  Learning,  and  adorned 
the  Profeffion  to  which  they  have  been 
called.  The  Mathematical-School, which 
was  founded  by  King  Charles  II.  where¬ 
in  all  the  Parts  of  Mathematicks,  but 
more  efpecially  the  Art  of  Navigation, 
are  taught ;  hath  contributed  to  the 
(Advancement  of  many  hopeful  Lads, 
by  their  being  put  Apprentices  to  Ma¬ 
ilers  of  Ships ;  whence  they  are  obfer- 
ved  to  become  the  braveft  and  mod 
skilful  Commanders.  And  indeed  no 
fmall  Care  hath  been  taken,  that  the 

feveral 
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feveral  Schools  ihould  be  all  provided 
with  tire  beft  Matters  that  could  be 
found:  So  that  no  better  Education 
can  any  where  be  had  than  here.  But 
the  State  of  this  Hofpital  is  at  prefent 
much  worfe  than  it  hath  lately  been,  ' 
it  having  fometimes  maintained  even  a- 
bove  a  thoufand  Children,  either  in  the 
Houfe  itfelf,  or  kept  at  Nurfe  elfewhere ; 
by  Reafon  of  an  unhappy  Contingent 
occafioning  to  it  the  Lofs  of  feveral 
Thoufand  Pounds  :  And  certainly 
therefore  there  cannot  be  a  more  pro¬ 
per  Opportunity,  than  for  Perfons  of 
Eftate  and  Subftance  at  fuch  a  Time  to 
fpare  what  they  can,  out  of  their  Su¬ 
perfluities,  for  the  Advancement  and 
Encouragement  of  fo  beneficial  and 
extenfive  a  Charity  as  this. 

I  n  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  and 
in  St.  Thomas’s,  the  Care  that  is  taken 
of  the  Sick  and  Wounded,  is  exceed¬ 
ing  much  for  the  Honour  of  thofe 
Foundations,  and  no  lefs  for  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  the  Governours  in  fo  faithfully 
-  '  '  dif- 
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difcharging  their  Truft.  In  the  For- 
mer  of  thefe  (which  was  before  hinted 
at)  there  may  be  ordinarily  about  "Three 
or  Four  Hundred  Perfons  under  Cure, 
befides the  Out-Patients**  tho’  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Inftitution  of  it  did  oblige  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  no  more  than  One  Hundred: 
And  in  a  Twelvemonth  there  may  be 
cured,  by  mod  eft  Computation,  up¬ 
wards  of  two  Thoufand.  In  the  Lat¬ 
ter  of:  thefe,  there  have  been  above 
three  Thoufand ,  cured  and  difeharged, 
as  by  the  annual  Accounts  doth  appear* 
And  in  both  thefe,  many  have  been  re¬ 
lieved  with  Money,  and  other  NecefTa- 
ries  at  their  Departure.  Much  of  the  Re¬ 
venue  of  this  Laft  hath  been,  by  the  feve- 
ral  dreadful  Fires  in  London  and  South ~ 
wark,  in  1 666^  1676,  16S1,  andi^B'p, 
deftroyed ;  as  alfo  great  Part  of  the 
Eftate  of  the  other  confumed  by  that 
of  London :  Yet  the  Blefling  of  G  O  D 
hath  hitherto  fupported  both  the  one 
and  the  other  ,  by  the  voluntary  Con¬ 
tributions  and  Benevolences  of  well-dif- 
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pofed  Chriftians,  and  advanced  them  to 
that  State  wherein  they  now  flourilh. 
Befides  which,  for  the  Affiltance  of  the 
difeafed  Poor,  there  have  been  more¬ 
over  Difpenfaries  fet  up  in  feveral 
Parts  of  the  Town  j  where  fome  learn¬ 
ed  Phyiicians  of  the  College  give  their 
Advice  gratis  to  the  Poor,  and  where 
the  Medicines,  being  exactly  prepared, 
are  fold  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
had  elfewhere. 

I  n  the  Hofpital  of  Bridewell,  for¬ 
merly.  a  Royal  Palace,  there  are  now 
maintained  and  brought  up  in  diverfe 
Arts  and  Trades  above  a  hundred  Ap¬ 
prentices:  And  generally  about  thrice 
the  Number  of  Vagrants  and  other  in¬ 
digent  and  miferable  People ;  befides 
luch  convi&ed  Perfons  as  are,  in  Pur- 
foance  of  a  late  A&  of  Parliament, 
lent  thither  to  be  kept  at  hard  Labour, 
that  they  may  here  recover  their  loft 
Underftandings,  and  by  a  wholfome 
Difcipline  be  made  to  lee  and  know 

their 
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their  Duty,  and  for  the  future  to  pur- 
fue  it. 

I  n  the  Hofpital  of  Bethlehem  there 
may  be  generally  found  above  a  hun¬ 
dred  Perfons  under  Cure,  befides  the 
Out-Patients,  who  are  provided  with 
Phyfick  :  About  two  Thirds  of  whom 
are  cured  of  their  Lunacy  $  and,  being 
difcharged  the  Houfe ,  are  provided 
with  Medicines,  to  prevent  a  Return 
of  their  Diftemper.  And  certainly 
there  can  be  no  greater  Charity  than 
this,  by  which  fo  many  recovering  the 
Ufe  of  their  Intellefts,  are  made  Mem¬ 
bers  again  of  the  Rational  Creation, 
who  were  before  the  higheft  Reproach 
to  it. 

Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  thefe 
publick  Charities  might  be  much  en¬ 
larged  upon  their  prefent  Foundations, 
fo  as  fully  to  provide  for  much  greater 
Numbers  of  the  Able  Poor,  under  dis¬ 
creet  Management.  For  if  in  thefe 
Hofpitals,  the  Lands  belonging  to  them, 

which  are  conveniently  fijuated,  and 

fit 
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fit  for  Husbandry,  were  managed  by 
their  own  Poor,  and  the  Produd  there-* 
of  made  to  fupply  the  faid  Hofpitals  j  i 
and  others  of  the  Poor  employed  in  all 
Sorts  of  Manufadures  and  Services  for 
the  Neceffities  of  the  Houfe  *  by  this 
Means  it  is  poffible,  fay  they,  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  twice  as  many  Poor,  as  the 
Rents  now  do.  But  this  is  humbly 
fubmitted  to  the  mature  Confideration 
of  the  Governours,  who  by  their  Wif* 
dom  may  be  able  to  make  many  Im¬ 
provements.  Thefe  all  are  truly  very 
noble  Monuments  of  the  Generations 
which  are  paft;  which  ought  to  be  fa* 
cred  to  all  Fofterity. 

But  what  are  thefe  great  Buildings 
and  Endowments  of  a  Former  AgC^ 
but  a  Reproach  to  the  Prefent  ;  if 
there  be  not  the  fame  Zeal  and  Charity 
to  produce  the  fame  or  like  Effects  in 
This  ?  Either  to  build  upon  the  Foun* 
dation,  which  our  Forefathers  have 
laid  ,  and  to  complete  their  Defigns^ 

by  liberally  affifting  towards  all  thofe 
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Kinds  of  Beneficence  and  Mercy  ?  Or 
to  lay  other  and  new  Foundations  for 
Pofterity  to  build  upon  ?  For  after 
all,  it  inuft  be  owned,  that  there  are 
fome  Wants,  which  are  not  yet  pro¬ 
vided  for. 

W  e  have  not,  for  Inftance,  a  Hof- 
pital  for  the  Incurable ;  as  they  have  in 
fome  Parts  abroad :  And  fo  feveral  mi- 
ferable  Objects,  left  without  all  Flelp, 
and  even  Hope,  may  pcrilli  before 
their  Time  ;  feveral  of  whom  poffibiy 
might  be  recovered,  and  ufeful  Expe¬ 
riments  made  upon  them  in  Medicine, 
to  the  great  Advancement  of  that  Fa¬ 
culty.  There  might  be  alfo  Hofpitals 
for  every  capital  Diftemper  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy;  which  would  certainly  tend  ex¬ 
ceedingly  to  promote  the  fame  End :  In 
like  manner,  as  that  of  Bethlehem  is  for 
Lunacy  and  Difeafes  of  the  Brain; 
there  might  be  an  Hofpital  for  the 
Blind,  and  for  all  Difeafes  of  the  Eyes ; 
another  for  the  Stone  ;  a  Third  for 
Gout  and  Rheumatifm  ;  a  Fourth  for 

the 
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the  Dropfy  ,*  a  Fifth  for  the  Afthma  * 
a  Sixth  for  the  Confumption  ;  a  Seventh 
for  the  Palfy,  and  fome  other  Nervous 
Cafes,  By  which  Means  there  might  be 
mighty  Improvements  made  in  the  Art 
of  Curing %  And,  with  GOD’s  Bleffing, 
many  Thoufands  of  Lives  might  be 
preferved  for  the  Good  of  the  Publick  3 
and  none  would  more  reap  the  Benefit 
hereof,  than  Perfons  of  Quality,  and 
thofe  who  by  their  Fortunes  live  an 
eafy  and  luxurious  Life.  And  if  any 
of  thefe  therefore  fall  into  dangerous 
and  ftubborn  Difeafes,  and  are  graci- 
oufly  relieved  or  reftored,  in  the  Ufe 
of  thofe  Means  which  GOD  and  Nature 
have  for  that  End  ordained  3  it  feems 
to  be  incumbent  upon  them  to  exprefs 
their  Gratitude  to  GOD,  the  Giver  of 
Life  and  Health,  in  a  Manner  mod 
fuitable  to  the  Mercy  received :  And^ 
methinks,  none  can  be  more  fuitable5 
than  to  {hew  by  all  proper  Ways  their 
hearty  Care  and  Concern  for  fuch  as 
may  be  in  the  fame  Condition  they 

P  2  were 
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were  in  ;  and  to  be  ready  to  affift  the 
poorer  Sort,  afflicted  with  the  like  bo¬ 
dily  Diftemper. 

W  e  have  not  a  Houfe  of  Charity  to 
receive  poor  expofed  Infants ;  whereby 
many  Murders  and  Abortions  might  be 
prevented,  and  even  the  Children  of 
honeft  poor  Parents,  who  are  not  able 
to  provide  for  them,  might  be  taken 
care  of,  both  as  to  Soul  and  Body. 

W  e  have  not  a  Houfe  to  receive  fuch 
young  Women,  as  may  be  convinced 
of  their  Folly,  and  converted  from  a 
loofe  Courfe  of  Life,  into  which  they 
may  have  been  by  Surprize  at  firft  be¬ 
trayed  :  And  would  be  glad  to  have, 
if  they  could,  a  Convenience  of  Re¬ 
tirement  from  Temptation,  whereby 
to  fecure  their  future  Eftate,  and  pof- 
fefs  here  their  own  Soul  out  of  the 
Noife  and  Scandal  of  the  World,  by  a 
true  Chriftian  Difcipline:  Not  being 
wanting,  at  the  lame  Time,  to  make 
the  necelfary  Provilion  for  their  Bodies^ 
by  the  Labour  of  their  Hands  that  fo 

they 
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they  may  not  be  burdenfome  to  the 
Houfe,  but  rather  helpful. 

W  e  have  not  Houfes  to  receive  de¬ 
cayed  Gentlemen,  or  thofe  who  have 
but  fmall  Fortunes,  or  any  who  have 
a  mind  to  retreat  for  a  certain  Time; 
where  they  may  have  all  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  a  religious  and  ufeful  Society, 
without  binding  themfelves  to  any  Ob¬ 
ligations,  which  they  may  afterwards 
grow  weary  of. 

W  e  have  not  Houfes  for  the  Rece¬ 
ption  of  Ladies  and  Gentlewomen,  be¬ 
yond  Boarding-Schools,  in  order  to 
their  Improvement  both  in  Knowledge 
and  Piety  ;  though  there  was  fome 
Years  ago  a  Propofal  to  Ladies  for 
this  End,  made  by  a  very  Ingenious 
Gentlewoman;  which  was  then  well 
approved  of  by  feveral  Ladies  and  o— 

thers. 

W  e  have  no  Colleges,  or  Houfes  of 
Hofpitality,  for  entertaining  Sti angers ; 
which  might  be  made  oi  veiy  great 

Ufe  to  the  Publick. 
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W  e  have  not  Colleges  for  receiv¬ 
ing  new  Converts  from  Popery ;  whom 
we  ought  not  either  prefently  to  truft, 
nor  totally  to  reject.  Now  if  there 
were  a  College  for  Probationers ,  in  one 
Part  of  which  ,  Converts  from  Po¬ 
pery,  and  in  the  other  Converts  from 
Schifm,  were  to  be  firft  tried  and  ex¬ 
ercis’d  for  a  certain  Time,  before  they 
were  admitted  and  approved  $  this 
might  be  very  much  both  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour  and  the  Security  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

W  e  have  neither  School  nor  Hofpi- 
tal  for  the  diftrefled  Children  called 
the  Blacl-Guard .  Many  alfo  of  the 
Parilh-Children  are  Vagrants,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  a  Multitude  of  Temptations, 
by  not  being  kept  together  in  one 
Houfe  ,*  which  could  be  done  at  much 
lets  Charge  to  the  Parifh,  as  well  as 
much  greater  Advantage  to  the  poor 
Children, 

There  is  a  Want  of  Suffragan  Bi- 
fhops,  both  at  Home,  and  in  the  We¬ 
ft  ern 
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ftern  Plantations.  The  Diocefe  of 
Winchefter  may  have  Three  of  thofe 
Suffragans ;  and  Lincoln  Four  ,•  accor¬ 
ding  to  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  ftill  in 
Force.  There  are  two  and  twenty 
Suffragan  Bifhops,  who  by  that  Law 
might  be  made  in  England.  And  four 
Suffragans,  at  leaft,  fhould  be  in  Ante- 
rica  :  The  which  is  now  under  Con- 
fideration. 

And  there  are  feveral  other  Wants, 
with  refpeft  both  to  the  Souls  and  the 
Bodies  of  Men,  befides  thefe  now  men¬ 
tioned  }  to  the  Supplying  whereof,  it 
cannot  be  thought  beneath  Perfons  ot 
the  greateft  Charafter  and  Dignity  to 
contribute  what  GOD  hath  put  in  their 
Power,  and  whereof  He  will  require 
a  mod  ftrift  Account.  What  Propofals 
have  been  made  for  a  Remedy,  both  to 
one  and  the  other,  how  many  and  va¬ 
rious  they  have  been,  and  upon  what 
different  Foundations,  and  with  what 
particular  Views,  it  were  here  alto¬ 
gether  needlefs  to  declare.  There  are 

p  4  '  fome 
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Some  of  the  Belt  Quality,  who  are  not 
unacquainted  with  them :  And  know 
how  to  apply  themfelves  to  put  the 
tnoft  proper  Methods  in  Execution,  if 
they  pleafe.  And  there  was  a  General 
Plan  comprehending  moft  of  the  Cha¬ 
rities,  being  founded  chiefly  upon  art 
Improvement  of  the  prefent  Charity- 
Schools  among  us ,  which  was  not 
long  fince  communicated  to  a  certain 
great  Perfon,  in  whofe  Power  it  did 
feem  to  be,  to  have  done  very  much 
therein  ,*  who  was  pleafed  to  give  Aflfu- 
ranees,  under  his  Hand,  that  he  fliould 
be  ready  to  concur  in  that  or  any  bet¬ 
ter  Method  for  carrying  on  fo  pious  a 
Dcfign,  And  when  the  fame  was  after¬ 
wards  communicated  alfo  to  a  very 
Great  Lady  ;  it  is  related,  that  not  on¬ 
ly  the  fame  Affurances  were  gracioufly 
given  by  Her,  but  like  wife  a  very  great 
Earneftnefs  expreffed  for  promoting  fo 
General  a  Good,  if  GOD  Ihould  give  her 
Life  ,•  with  a  Defire  to  fee  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  Deduction  of  the  whole  Matter. 

T  SOME 
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Chriflian  Beneficence . 

In  a  POSTSCRIPT 
to  the  foregoing  Ad- 
dr  efs  to  Persons  of  Qiia~ 
lity ,  &c 

ERECTION  I. 

Shall  conclude  this 
Addrefs  and  Reprefentati- 
cn,  concerning  thefeveral 
Methods  of  Doing  Good  to  the  Souls 
and  Bodies  of  Men ,  with  a  few 

Refle- 
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Reflections  upon  the  Neceflity  and 
Excellency  of  this  great  Vertue ; 
which  the  Primitive  Fathers  of 
the  Church  fpeak  of  upon  all  Oc- 
cafions,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  if 
all  Chriftian  Morality  were  to  be 
reduced  to  this  one  Point ;  as  if 
Paradife  were  only  to  be  opened 
by  Charity,  and  (hut  only  to 
thofe  who  negleCted  the  Practice 
of  it.  And  this  we  fhall  the  lefs 
wonder  at,  when  we  confider , 
that  the  Holy  Scriptures  themfelves 
declare  Charity  to  be  the  Ful¬ 
filling  of  G  O  D’s  Law ;  as  the 
belt  Expreffion  of  our  Faith  and 
Love  and  Reverence  towards  Him. 

j 

and  as  containing  and  producing 
all  that  is  due  from  us  to  our 
Neighbour. 

IL 
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II. 

The  Great  ErrOur  the  Gene¬ 
rality  of  Chriftians  run  into,  in 
relation  to  this  Vertue,  is.  That 
they  look  upon  it  as  a  pure  Piece 
of  Liberality ,  performed  to  thofe 
to  whom  they  owe  nothing,  and 
from  whom  they  expett  nothing ; 
and  in  this  V  iew  the  Lukewarm 
negleft  it,  and  the  Worldlings 
have  it  in  the  greateft  Detefta- 
tion. 


III. 

But  now,  they  who  indulge 
this  Notion,  are  guilty  of  a  very 
great  Miftake ;  for  Liberality  con- 
fifts  in  giving  what  is  our  own, 
and  in  giving  without  any  Pro- 
fpe£t  of  Advantage  ;  in  giving 

when 
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when  we  have  no  Obligation  to 
give ;  and  in  giving,  without  any 
Expectation  of  Receiving  again. 
But  neither  of  thefe  Conditions 
can  be  thought  confident  with 
the  true  Character  of  Chriflian 
Charity  ;  for  in  the  Exercile  of 
this  Vertue,  we  are  not  left  to 
ourfelves ;  neither  can  we  per- 
form  it  as  we  ought,  without 
reaping  great  Profit  and  Advan¬ 
tage  from  it.  The  exprefs  Com¬ 
mand  of  G  O  D  hath  made  it  our 
Duty  ;  and  his  great  Goodnefs 
hath  made  it  our  Intereji ;  by  an¬ 
nexing  large  Promifes  in  Favour 
of  thofe  who  abound  in  good 
Works.  If  You  have  a  Regard  to 
the  Command ,  Charity  is  a  Sort 
of  Reftoring  that  Proportion  of 
Wealth,  which  doth  not  belong 

to 


the  foregoing  Addrefe .  22 1 

to  You ;  if  You  have  a  Regard  to 
the  Promifes ,  it  is  putting  Your 
Money  out  at  the  Higbefi  Inter  eft. 
Thefe  Considerations ,  ferioufly 
weighed,  are  Sufficient  to  awaken 
thofe,  who  are  moft  carelefs  in  a 
Matter  of  the  greateft  Confequence, 
as  well  as  thofe  who  chiefly  confult 
their  own  Pfofit  and  Advantage. 
Hitherto,  it  may  be,  You  have 
thought,  that  what  Relief  You  have 
given  to  the  Spiritual  and  Tem¬ 
poral  Wants  of  the  Neceflitous, 
was  a  pure  Gift,  the  Rffedf  of 
Generality,  which  might  be  re¬ 
tained  without  Wounding  Your 
Conscience,  and  that  could  not 
be  performed  without  Diminish¬ 
ing  Your  Treafure.  But ,  that 
this  is  perfect  Illufion,  will  ap¬ 
pear  very  evident,  becaufe  GOD, 
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the  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all 
Things,  hath  commanded  Charity ; 
and becaufe  GOD,  the PofiTefifor 
of  all  Things,  hath  promifed  to  re¬ 
ward  it. 

IV. 

Among  all  thole  Obligations 
which  Chriftianity  hath  laid  up¬ 
on  us,  I  find  fcarce  any  better 
eftablilhed,  than  thofe  of  Doing 
Good.  We  are  obliged  to  it  by 
the  Laws  of  Juftice ;  by  that 
Love  we  owe  to  our  Neighbour, 
and  by  a  particular  Law  of  our 
Religion ;  the  plaineft,  the  ftron- 
geft,  that  was  was  ever  given  by 
the  Sovereign  Legiflator  of  the 
World. 
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V. 

The  Law  of  fujiice  is  what 
Nature  hath  engraven  upon  the 
Hearts  of  all  Men ;  it  is  what  the 
moft  barbarous  Nations  have  own- 
ed  and  reverenced ;  and  this  Law, 
which  requires  us  to  give  every 
one  their  Due,  obliges  us  to  do 
Good.  I  am  not  about  to  diC- 
pute  the  juft  Title  You  have  to 
Your  Eftates;  but  I  would  only 
fuggeft  to  You,  that  You  may  be 
liable  to  Injuftice,  by  the  Manner 
of  VJing  them,  as  well  as  by  the 
Manner  of  Getting  them  :  If  You 
confume  them  all  in  Your  own 
life,  You  unjuftly  detain  what 
You  might  give  to  the  Poor,  with¬ 
out  Intrenching  upon  Your  own 
Neceffities. 


VI. 


VI. 

This  Principle  is  as  manifeft,  as 
the  very  Being  of  GOD  Himfelf : 
For  fuppofing  there  is  a  GOD 
who  created  all  Men,  it  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  follow,  that  He  hath  pro- 
tided  all  Things  neceflfary  for  their 
Subfiftence  ;  becaule  He ,  who 
gives  Life,  is  obliged  to  fupply 
the  Means  of  Preferving  it.  And 
yet,  by  the  Difpenfations  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  the  good  Things  of  this 
Life  appear  to  be  fcatter’d  with 
fo  unequal  a  Hand,  that  there 
are  Thoufands  upon  Earth  that 
poffefs  nothing  ;  from  whence  it 
will  follow ,  that  either  Provi¬ 
dence  hath  been  wanting  to  Man¬ 
kind  in  Neceffaries ;  or  that  the 

Portion  of  the  Poor  is  lodged  ia 

the 
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the  Hands  of  the  Rich;  either 
GOD  hath  negledfed  the  Care  of 
thofe  who  are  deftitufe  of  every 
Thing,  or  He  hath  devolved  that 
Province  upon  thofe  who  poflefs 
all  things  in  Abundance. 


VII. 


T  6  fay  the  Truth,  if  You  re¬ 
ally  believe  that  You  have  receiv¬ 
ed  from  GOD  all  the  good 
Things  You  enjoy,  why  do  You 
think  He  hath  been  fo  bountiful 
towards  You  ,  when  He  hath  left 
fo  great  a  Part  of  Mankind  to 


contend  with  Mifery  and  Want  ? 
What  can  be  the  Meaning  of 
this  Conduct  of  the  Almighty  ? 
Do  You,  in  earned:,  believe, 
that  this  infinite  Wifdom ,  in 
Heaping  jfueh  immenfe  Trea- 

Q  fures 


Zz6  Some  Reflections  upon 

Cures  upon  You,  aimed  at  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  to  make  You  Rich 
and  Great  ?  Do  You  believe  that 
this  tender  and  compaffionate  Fa¬ 
ther  hath  left  Co  many  of  His  Chil¬ 
dren  deftitute  of  an  Inheritance, 
only  that  You  might  have  a  lar¬ 
ger  Eftate,  to  fquander  away  and 
to  confume  in  Folly,  larger  Means 
to  offend  Him,  and  to  ruin  Your- 
felf?  Would  this  be  a  Defign 
worthy  of  GOD?  What  Reafon 
then  can  be  given  for  His  bleffing 
fome  Families  with  fuch  Plenty 
and  Abundance,  but  that  they 
fhould  freely  communicate  to  thofe 
who  are  the  Charge  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  who  depend  upon 
Heaven  for  their  Subfiftence  ?  You 
are,  it  may  be,  very  rich,  and 
GOD  hath  given  You  a  very  large 
-  O  Share 
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Share  of  the  good  Things  of  this 
Life,  and  at  the  fame  time  very 
few  or  no  Children;  Now  the 
plain  Defign  of  fuch  a  Difpenfa- 
tion  is,  that  You  fhould  be  a  Fa¬ 
ther  to  the  Poor.  It  is  in  this 
Manner,  that,  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  World,  GOD  gathered  all 
the  Waters  into  the  Sea,  not  pure¬ 
ly  to  fill  that  profound  Abyfs,  or 
to  afford  a  more  extended  Empire 
to  thofe  Leviathans ,  which  they 
nourilh  ,  to  take  their  Paftime 
therein  ;  but  that  from  thence,  as 
from  a  great  Refervatory,  thofe 
Waters  (hould  difperfe  themfelves 
over  all  the  Earth  with  greater 
Regularity  and  llfefulnefs.  It  is 
thus  that  the  fame  Divine  Wifdom 
hath  united  all  Light  into  one  foie 
Body,  which  He  placed  in  the 

Q.  3  Hea- 
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Heavens ;  not  that  this  fublunary 
World  Ibould  be  aflii&ed  with 
perpetual  Darknefs,  but  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  Neceffities,  it  Ihould 
be  cheared  with  the  bright  Beams 
of  the  Sun,  and  that  it  fhould  have 
Reafon  to  praife  the  Maker  of  a 
Creature  fo  perfect  and  beneficent. 

ML 

It  is  plain  therefore,  from  this 
Argument,  that  if  You  do  not  do 
Good  withYour  Riches,  and  make 
them  ferviceable  to  the  Souls  and 
Bodies  of  Your  Neighbours,  You 
ufe  them  contrary  to  the  Intention 
of  GOD,  who  is  the  abfolute  Ma¬ 
tter  of  them  ;  contrary  to  the  Right 
of  the  Poor,  who  have  a  juft  Title 
to  a  Share  of  thole  good  I  hings 
You  poffefs;  and  confequently, 

.  ,  contra- 
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contrary  to  the  Law  of  Juftice, 
which  forbids  us  to  difpole  of 
thofe  Things  that  do  not  belong 
to  us,  except  it  be  in  Obedience 
to  the  Orders  of  the^ lawful  Pro¬ 
prietor.  All  the  Ancient  Fathers , 
who  are  wife  Inftrudtors  in  Mat¬ 
ters  of  Piety,  as  well  as  the  belt 
Witneffes  to  Neceflary  Truth,  a- 
gree  in  this  Notion  ;  That  after 
■we  have  fatisfyd  cur  Necejftties ,  and 
fupplyd  our  reafonahle  Gccajions ,  we 
fhould  employ  the  Reft  for  the  Relief 
of  our  poor  Neighbours.  And  there 
is  no  Point  whereupon  they  have 
fo  often  and  fo  clearly  explained 
themfelves.  Not  to  beftow  our  Su¬ 
perfluities  upon  the  Poor ,  St.  Auguftin 
afferts,  is  a  manifejl  Retaining  the 
Goods  of  our  Neighbour.  St.  Bafil 
fays,  That  we  commit  as  many  Rob* 

•  Q  i  beries  j 
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beries ,  as  we  refufe  Occajtons  of  Re¬ 
lieving  the  Jsleceffitous  from  our  Su¬ 
perfluities.  Do  You  know  what 
Crime  You  render  Yourfelves  guil¬ 
ty  of,  You  that  are  Rich,  when 
You  deny  the  Poor  neceffary 
Food  ?  The  fame  Crime ,  fays  St. 
Ambrofe ,  as  if  you  fnatched  out  of 
his  Handsj  the  little  Bread  he  hath 
wherewith  to  Jupport  his  Life.  All 
the  Fathers  fay  fo  exactly  the  fame 
Thing,  that  there  is  but  little 
Difference  in  their  Manner  of  Ex- 
preffing  it.  So  that  it  is  the  hun¬ 
gry  Man’s  Bread  Y  ou  lock  up  in 
,  Your  own  Chefts ;  it  is  his  Food 
You  con  fume  in  Riot  and  Glut¬ 
tony;  it  is  the  naked  Man’s  Cloath- 
ing  You  wear  in  the  Extravagan¬ 
cies  of  Your  Apparel ;  and  it  is 
the  Prifoner’s  Liberty  that  You 

throw 
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throw  away  at  Your  exceffive  Ga¬ 
ming  and  deep  Play. 

IX. 

But  here  it  may  be  enquired, 
why  GOD  doth  not  make  an  e- 
qual  Diftribution  among  Man¬ 
kind,  inftead  of  committing  the 
Care  of  fome  to  the  Charity  of 
others?  Now,  befide  the  better 
Subfiftence  of  the  World,  at  pre- 
fent,  by  fuch  an  Inequality,  it  is 
plain,  that  He  defigned ,  that 
Men  fhould  arrive  at  the  Happi- 
nefs  of  Heaven  by  different  Me¬ 
thods  ;  that  fome  Mens  Induftry 
and  Patience  fhould  be  exercifed 
by  their  Poverty,  and  that  others 
by  their  Power  and  Wealth  fhould 
be  enabled  to  perform  A&s  of 
Juftice  and  Charity  ;  and  that 
.  Q  4  both 
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both  fhould  receive  the  Recom- 
pence  of  their  different  Vertues 
according  to  their  Works.  And 
it  may  be  farther  urged,  that  the 
wife  Providence  of  GOD  hath  fo 
contrived  thefe  Matters,  that  we 
might  be  the  more  fiddly-  united 
to  one  another  ;  the  Rich,  confi- 
dering  the  Poor  as  their  own  Chil¬ 
dren,  whom  they  ought  to  pro¬ 
vide  for,  and  the  Poor  loving  the 
Rich  as  their  Parents ;  becaufe  in 
relation  to  them  they  really  dis¬ 
charge  that  Duty.  And  upon 
Confideration  it  will  appear,  that 
this  Difpenfation  of  Things  ren¬ 
ders  GOD  rood  amiable  and  moft 
adorable ;  for  if  Pie  had  furnifhed 
us  all  alike,  we  fhould  fcarce  have 
been  fenfible  of  the  Obligation  * 
we  hardly  perfuade  oprfelves  a 
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Favour  is  done  us,  when  we  muft 
receive  it  in  common  with  every 
Body.  Whereas  by  this  Diitin- 
Ction,  the  Rich  are  made  fenfible 
of  the  particular  Obligations  they 
have  to  the  Bounty  of  G  O  Dj 
while,  at  the  fame  Time,  the 
Poor  have  great  Reafon  to  praife 
and  magnify  His  Fatherly  Good- 
nefs ,  who  doth  not  abandon  them 
in  their  greateft  Streights ;  to  ad¬ 
mire  and  adore  His  Wifdom ,  who 
often  fupplies  their  Neceffities  by 
cafual  unexpected  Springs, 


But  You  are  not  only  enga¬ 
ged  by  Juft  ice  to  relieve  the  Wants 
of  Your  Neighbour,  but  alfo  by 
Charity,  an  Obligation  that  binds 
it  as  firmly  upon  You  as  the  other. 

As 
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As  the  Command  of  Chriftian 
Charity  is  a  pofitive  Command,  fo 
it  is  plain,  that  it  obliges  You  to 
fomething  pofitive  towards  Your 
Brethren ;  and  can  it  oblige  You 
to  lefs,  than  not  to  fuffer  them  to 
perifh,  either  through  Want  or 
Ignorance?  Our  Saviour  places 
the  Perfection  of  this  Vertue  in 
laying  down  a  Man’s  Life  for  his 
Friend ;  but  certainly,  the  leaft 
that  can  be  done,  is  to  fupply 
what  fupports  Life,  either  Tem¬ 
poral  or  Spiritual,  that  the  Poor 
may  not  perifli,  either  in  this 
World  or  the  next. 

XL 

L  e  t  us  confider  the  Terms  of 
this  Law,  and  then  reflect,  whe¬ 
ther  we  can  difpenfe  with  ourfelves 

for 


I 
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for  neglecting  to  do  Good,  with¬ 
out  a  plain  Violation  of  it.  Thou 
Jhalt  love  thy  Neighbour  as  thyfelf.  If 
GOD  had  only  commanded  us  to 
have  loved  our  Neighbour,  furely 
He  would  have  fufficiently  fecu- 
red  the  Duty  ;  for  Love,  we  know, 
is  extreme  liberal  and  profufe; 
flops  at  nothing  (hort  of  the  Satis¬ 
faction  of  the  beloved  ObjeCt,  tho’ 
we  expofe  ourfelves,  at  the  fame 
Time,  to  Dangers  and  Difficulties. 

It  is  true,  that  only  Superfluities 
are  required  from  us ;  but  if  we 
really  loved  our  Neighbour,  we 
fhould  not  govern  ourfelves  by 
fuch  fcanty  Meafures,  but  we 
fhould  often  deprive  ourfelves  of 
Conveniences.  This  hath  frequent¬ 
ly  been  the  PraCtice  of  fuch  Saints 
as  have  preffed  towards  Perfection, 
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they  have  not  only  retrenched  the 
Pleafures,  but  the  Accommoda¬ 
tions  of  Life ;  they  have,  with  the 
Widow  in  the  Gofpel,  caft  in,  to 
the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  even  all 
they  had.  But  our  Saviour  not 
only  commands  us  to  love  our 
Neighbour,  but  prefcribes  the  De¬ 
gree  and  Meafure  of  it,  even  as 
Ourfehes.  Now,  how  is  it  poffi- 
ble  to  latisfy  Yourfelves,  and  to 
convince  others,  that  You  love 
Your  Neighbour  as  Yourlelf,  if 
You  fuffer  him  to  go  naked  in  the 
Extremity  of  cold  Weather,  whilft 
You  are  cloathed  in  Expence  and 
Effeminacy ;  if  You  fuffer  him  to 
be  oppreffed  with  Ignorance  and 
Darknefs,  whilft  You  indulgeYour- 
felf  even  in  the  Critical  Part  of 
Knowledge?  What  Quantities  of 

Meat, 
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Meat^  and  what  Art  is  ufed  in  the 
Dreffing  of  them,  in  order  to  gra¬ 
tify  Your  Appetite,  while,  it  may 
be,  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Poor 
have  no  Nourifhment  but  their 
Tears  ?  And  yet  dare  You  affirm, 
that  You  love  Your  Neighbour  as 
Yourfelf  ?  May  it  not  rather  pafs 
for  a  Teftimony  of  the  utmoft 
Hatred,  if  we  fuffer  our  Neigh¬ 
bour  to  perifh,  when  it  is  in  our 
Power  to  fupply  him  with  neceffa> 
ry  Food  ? 


Bur  now  I  defireYou  ferioufly  to 
examine  that  particular  Law  of  the 
ChriftianReligion, which  binds  this 
Duty  upon  You  ;  and  how  could 
our  Saviour  command  it  more  ex¬ 
prefly  i  than  by  giving  us  to  un- 
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,  ^ 

derftand,  that  we  fhall  certainly  pe- 

rifts,  if  we  negledt  it  ?  How  could 
He  command  it,  with  greaterForce, 
than  by  enjoining  it  upon  the 
greateft  Penalty,  which  is  eternal 
Mifery  ?  He  doth  not  content 
Himfelf  to  fay  in  general  Terms, 
that  we  ought  to  relieve  the  Poor ; 
but  He  defends  to  the  Particulars 
of  their  Wants,  which  we  are  o- 
bliged  to  confider :  And  to  take 
from  us  all  Hope  of  Impunity, 
He  hath  enadted  the  Law  by  the 
Form  of  a  Sentence,  to  make  us 
comprehend,  that  to  contradidt  it, 
and  to  be  condemned  for  it,  was 
the  fame  Thing. 

XIII. 

If  the  Procedure  of  the  Day  of 
Judgment,  as  defcrib’d  by  our  Sa¬ 
viour 
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viour  in  St.  Matthew,  can  influ¬ 
ence  Your  Thoughts,  You  muft 
be  convinced,  that  the  greateft 
Strefs  is  laid  upon  Charity, 
without  which  we  (hall  certainly 
perilh  among  the  Reprobate, which 
fhall  be  then  placed  on  our  Savi¬ 
our’s  Left-Hand  ;  there  is  not  one 
that  hath  not  tranfgrefled  againft 
this  Law,  becaufe  the  following 

Words  are  addreffed  to  them  all.  I 

' 

was  hungry ,  and  ye  gave  Me  no  Meat ; 

I  was  thirfiy,  and  ye  gave  Me  no 
Brink  ;  I  was  a  Stranger ,  and  ye 
took  Me  not  in  ;  Naked ,  and  ye  doath- 
ed  Me  not ;  Sick ,  and  in  Prifon ,  and 
ye  vijited  Me  not.  On  the  contrary^ 
among  all  the  Defers  and  Infirmi¬ 
ties  of  the  Righteous,  who  are 
placed  on  the  Right-Hand,  there 
is  not  one,  but  what  hath  been 

chari- 
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charitable  towards  the  Poor;  o- 
therwife,  how  could  our  Saviour 
give  them  all  that  Commenda¬ 
tion?  I  wa  s  an  bungred^  and  ye  gave 
Me  Meat ;  I  was  thirflyjandye  gave 
Me  Drink ;  I  was  a  Stranger ,  and  ye 
took  Me  in  ;  naked ,  and  ye  cloathed 
Me  ;  I  was  Jick ,  and  ye  vijiied  Me ;  I 
was  in  Prifin ,  and  ye  came  unto  Me. 
If  this  Separation,  of  the  Sheep 
from  the  Goats,  and  the  fevere 
Reproach  with  which  our  Savi¬ 
our  addreffes  to  the  Latter^  not 
taxing  them  with  Theft ,  Sa¬ 
crilege,  or  Adultery,  but  with 
not  affifting  Him  in  the  Perfon  of 
the  Poor  ;  I  was  hungry ,  and  ye  gave 
Me  no  Meat ;  l  was  thirfiy ,  and  ye 
gave  Me  no  Drink :  If  this  Scene,  I 
fay,  will  not  prevail  upon  us  to  be 
charitable,  we  muft  have  Hearts 

harder 
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harder  than  a  Piece  of  the  nether 
Mill-Stone. 

XIV. 

And  yet,  notwithftanding  all 
this,  it  is  very  wonderful,  that 
there  are  thofe  who  think  them- 
felves  excufed  from  the  Pra&ice 
of  this  Duty  ;  GOD  only  requires 
from  us  Superfluities,  but  they 
urge,  that  they  have  no  Super¬ 
fluities;  that  they  have  fufficb 
ent  Need  of  what  they  poflefs ; 
that  they  are  happy  ^  if  at  the 
Year’s  End  they  confume  only 
the  Fruit  of  their  own  Labour, 
if  they  only  fpend  the  Revenue  of 
their  Eftates.  But  can  You  think 
this  Manner  of  Reafoning  will  ex¬ 
empt  You  from  the  Wrath  to  come  ? 
Our  Saviour’s  Injunftions  and 

R  Threat- 


242-  Some  Reflection s  upon 

Threatnings  would  be  very  much 
in  vain,  if  fuch  Sophiftry  could 
fet  You  above  His  Laws,  and  the 
Penalties  that  enforce  them.  At 
the  Year’s  End  You  fay  You  find 
no  Overplus  of  Your  Revenue ; 
but,  during  the  Courfe  of  the  Year, 
how  many  fuperfluous  Expences 
have  You  made  ?  Do  You  reckon, 
among  thofe  Things  that  are  ne- 
ceflary  for  Your  Support,  all  that 
which  Play,  all  that  which  Va¬ 
nity,  all  that  which  even  Debau¬ 
chery  itfelf,  confumes  ?  Is  it  pof- 
fible,  that  without  inconvenien¬ 
cing  Yourfelves,  You  cannot  give 
that  to  GOD,  which  it  may  be 
You  employ  in  Provoking  Him  ? 
For  my  part,  I  cannot  but  be  of 
the  Opinion,  that,  among  all  thofe 
that  make  this  Pretence,  that  they 

have 
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have  only  what  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  themfelves;  there  is 
icaree  one,  but  what  might  fpare 
fomething  for  Charity.  Examine 
well  Your  Houfes,  Your  Furni¬ 
ture,  Your  Tables,  Your  Cloath- 
ing,  Your  Coffers ;  if  I  confulted 
upon  this  Point  thofe  who  know 
You  beft,  Your  Neighbours,  Your 
Friends ,  Your  Relations ;  it  is 
very  poffible,  they  might  bear 
Evidence  againft  You,  and  clearly 
prove,  that  many  Things  might 
be  retrenched,  and  yet  Neceffity 
and  Decency  preferved :  But  I 
fhall  only  leave  it  upon  Your  own 
Conlciences ;  be  but  pleafed  to  ex¬ 
amine  all  thefe  Things  Yourfelves, 
and  remember,  that  at  the  dread- 
ful  Tribunal,  they  will  be  exami¬ 
ned  once  more  after  a  rigorous 

R  3  Manner, 
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Manner.  Remember,  that  You 
will  then  be  examined  how  Yoti 
have  employed  all  the  good  Things 
You  have  received  from  GOD. 
And  our  Saviour  Himfelf  will 
then  judge,  whether  You  have  not 
fquandred  away  that  Proportion 
which  was  due  to  Him. 

:  XV. 

But  why  fhould  You  require 
fc  much  Importunity  to  perform 
an  Aftion  of  Juftice;  efpecially, 
fince  it  will  meet  with  fuch  an  a- 
bundant Recom pence  of  Reward? 
GOD  requires  nothing  but  what 
is  His  own ;  and  yet  He  hath 
promifed  to  return  what  we  give, 
with  infinite  Profit  and  Advan¬ 
tage.  ■  ■ 

XVI. 
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,  XVI,  ; 

I  f  Doing  Good  were  attended 
with  no  other  Advantage,  than 
the  Pleaiure  that  refults  from  fuch 
A6tion^,  furely  that  is  fufficient  to 
make  You  in  Love  with  it.  There 
are  certain  Charities,  which  pious 
People  have  been  difpofed  by  the 
good  Spirit  of  GOD  to  perform  ; 
which  may  be  reckoned  amongthe 
Miracles  of  Providence, becaufe  the, 
Perfons  who  have  received  their 

J  *  •  '•  '  *v  *-  ~  **  * 

unexpected  Bounty,  would  others 
wile  have  infallibly  perifhed.  A 
little  Sum  of  Money  that  hath  ar¬ 
rived  in  Seafon,  hath  fome times 
diverted  an  unfortunate  Mother 
from  the  deteftable  Purpofe  of 
Proftituting  her  Daughter  to  live 
at  the  Expence  of  her  Confcience 

R  3  and 
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and  Honour ;  and  hath  faved  thofe 
that  were  fet  apart  as  Victims  to 
Satan.  Upon  the  very  critical 
Minute,  that  Defpair  hath  put  a 
Man  upon  finding  Means  to  make 
away  with  himi'elf,  a  neceffary 
Supply  hath  luckily  prefented  it- 
felf  in  that  great  Extremity,  and 
from  Perfons  that  knew  not  that 
the  Man  was  determined  to  de- 
ftroy  himfelf.  Pious  Books  di- 
ftributed  feafonably,  in  a  Family 
which  lived  without  any  Senfe  of 
Religion,  and  confequently  were 
running  headlong  to  Hell,  have 
recovered  them  from  the  Mifery 
that  threatned  them, and  hath  made 
them  ferious  and  devout.  What  a 
wonderful  Mercy  of  GOD  is  this  ? 
What  an  Effect  of  his  truly  Fa¬ 
therly  Goodnefs?  But  how  many 

W  onders 
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Wonders  of  this  Kind  might  not 
a  Great  Man  do,  if  his  Charity 
bore  but  a  juft  Proportion  with 
his  Riches  ?  He  might ,  in  the 
Extremity  of  Weather,  and  with¬ 
out  expecting  Solicitation,  fome- 
times  fend  Bread,  fometimes  Coals, 
fometimes  Cloathing,  to  thofe  mi- 
ferable  Creatures,  whofe  Wants 
they  are  acquainted  with :  What 
a  commendable  Zeal  would  it  be, 
for  fuch  a  Perfon  carefully  to  in¬ 
form  himfelf  of  fuch  bafhful  Poor, 
who  choofe  to  fuffer,  rather  than 
to  make  their  Poverty  publick  ?  to 
viftt  them,  to  encourage  them  pa¬ 
tiently  to  bear  their  Afflictions, 
to  fear  GOD,  and  to  truft  in  Him  • 
at  the  fame  Time  that  he  gives 
them  a  convincing  Proof  of  GOD  s 

R  4  Care 
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Care  over  them,  by  the  Relief  he 
adminifters  to  them. 

XVII. 

7-  i  ■  *  -5- 

But  what  a  Pleafure  is  there,  to 
enter  into  a  Family  as  an  Angel 
of  Peace,  and  to  leave  thofe  in  A£ts 
of  Praife  and  Thankfulnefs,  whom 
\ve  found  plunged  inMourning  and 
Defolation  ?  What  Pleafure,  to  go 
about  fowing  Joy  in  the  Minds  of 
Idea,  brewing  every  where  Quiet 
and  Serenity,  changing  the  Condb 
tions  of  Men,  making  happy  ones, 
and  working  Miracles  ?  Is  it  poffi- 
ble,  there  fhould  be  any  fo  foolifh, 
as  to  choofe  rather  to  lee  their  Cof- 

f'  •••  •  '  '  *  ■  '  '  \  ’ 

fer?  full  of  Dirt  and  Earth,  than 
tp  be  Fathers  of  the  Poor,  :  Inftru- 
rpentsof  Providence,  vifihle  Gods, 
as  it  were,  of  this1  World,  loved, 

blefled. 
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blefled,  and  almoft  adored,  by 

Men  ? 

XVIII. 

Yet  this  is  one  pf  the  leaft 
Advantages  that  Men  reap  from 
Charity ;  it  is  of  fo  great  Price  in 
the  Sight  of  GOD,  that  they 
who  poflefs  it,  and  exercife  it  in 
any  eminent  Manner,  are  peculi¬ 
arly  entituled  to  the  Divine  Fa¬ 
vour,  and  more  eafily  obtain  the 
Pardon  of  their  Sins.  According 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  Wife- 
Man  ;  By  Mercy  and  Truth  Ini - 
quity  is  purged:  And  the  Prophet 

counfels  Nebuchadnezzar  to  break  off 

:  ‘  1  ’  _ 

his  Sins  by  Righteoufnefs ,  or  rather, 
as  it  is  in  all  the  ancient  Verfions, 
to  redeem  his  Sins  by  Alms-Deeds , 

and  his  Iniquities  by  Jheveing  Mercy 

. '  to 

nti 
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to  the  Poor.  St.  Peter  allures  us, 
that  Charity  /hall  cover  a  Multitude 
of  Sins ;  and  St.  Paul,  that  it  is  a 
Sacrifice  with  which  GOD  is  well 
pleafed :  And  our  Saviour  hath 
pronounced  the  Merciful  blejfied , 
and  that  they  Jhall  obtain  Mercy  • 
that  if  you  give  Alms  of  fitch  Things 
as  you  have,  all  Things  are  clean  un* 
to  you.  This  is,  as  one  may  fay, 
the  only  Refource  that  moft  Rich 
Men  have  to  appeafe  the  Wrath 
of  GOD.  Their  Condition  of 
Life  expofes  them  to  great  Tern- 
ptations,  and  to  great  Falls ;  and 
on  the  other  hand  ,  they  fuffer 
little,  they  have  by  Nature  and 
Cuftom  a  great  Aver  lion  to  Mor¬ 
tification;  fo  that  the  principal 
Means  of  Salvation  that  is  open  to 
them  is  Bounty  and  Charity ;  and 

if 
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if  they  neglect  to  do  Good,  I  can¬ 
not  apprehend  how  it  is  poffible 
for  them  to  work  out  their  Salva¬ 


tion. 


XIX. 

But  Men ,  difpofed  to  hold 
faft  the  good  Things  of  this  World, 
are  not  inclined  to  part  with  their 
Treafures  for  fpiritual  and  invifi- 
ble  Riches ;  they  require  Gold  for 
Gold ;  betides,  they  expeft  far¬ 
ther  Affurances  of  receiving  with 
Ufury,  what  they  part  withall 
with  fo  much  Difficulty.  Now,  to 
Men  of  this  Temper,  1  would  only 
obferve,  that  GOD  vouch fafes 
very  often  to  increafe  the  Riches 
of  thofe,  who  lend  to  Him  by  ha¬ 
ving  Pity  upon  the  Poor.  Let  us 
remember,  what  happened  in  the 

Defert, 
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Defert,  when  our  Saviour  with 
five  Loaves  fed  the  Multitude  that 
followed  Him.  Thefe  five  Loaves 
were  all  the  Proviiion  the  A  poftles 
had, yet  they  diftributed  them  with 
Joy,  when  the  Wants  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  required  a  Supply.  Did  they 
jofe  any  Thing  by  beftowing  in 
this  Manner  what  they  had  for 
their  Subfiftence  ?  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  there  were  five  Thoufand 
fed  with  thefe  Loaves,  and  yet 
there  remained  for  them  twelve 
Baskets  full ;  this  Liberality  very 
much  increafed  their  Provifion. 
Now  this  miraculous  Supply  is  a 
true  Figure  of  what  often  happens 
to  charitablePerfons.  We  have  feeu 
great  Families  ruined  by  Luxury 
and  Gaming ;  and  Debauchery 
daily  overturns  the  beft  eftablilhed 

For- 
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Fortunes ;  nay  very  often  Men 
fall '  into  Poverty  by  the  fame 
Ways,  which  humane  Prudence 
judges  to  be  the  fitted:  to  increafe 
their  Wealth  ;  but  when  did  ever 
Charity  bring  a  Man  to  a  Model 
of  Bread  ?  Shew  me  thofe  Chil¬ 
dren  that  are  left  deftitute  by  the 
Alms-Deeds  of  their  Fathers ;  tho’ 
we  daily  meet  with  thofe  that  are 
ruined  by  the  Commerce  or  by 
the  Employments  of  their  Parents. 
On  the  contrary,  how  many  ex-* 
traordinary  Things  happen  to 
multiply  what  Charity  hath  Mat¬ 
tered  abroad  ?  And  there  are  few 
Perfons,  who  have  very  much  lo¬ 
ved  this  Vertue,  and  fteadily  pra- 
ftis’d  it,  but  have  experienced 
fomething  that  was  miraculous  itt 

this  Matter ;  not  that  G  O  D  al¬ 


ways 
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ways  makes  ufe  of  extraordinary 
Ways  to  repay  what  we  have  thus 
lent  Him,  but  very  often  doth  it 
by  natural  Means,  which  His 
Wifdom  difpofes  in  a  Manner  e- 
qually  gentle  and  efficacious.  You 
have  often  admired  thofe  great 
Rivers,  which  from  all  Parts  of 
the  World  pour  into  the  Sea.  Thefe 
Rivers  in  their  Source  are  but  lit¬ 
tle  Streams  of  Water,  which,  by 
feveral  Channels,  came  from  the 
fame  Ocean,  and  which  return 
thither  with  that  Pomp  and  In- 
creafe  which  You  behold.  It  is 
in  the  fame  Manner  that  GOD  re¬ 
turns  to  us  a  Hundred-Fold,  even 
by  open  and  glaring  Methods, 
that  which  Charity  hath  fecretly 
Hided  into  the  Hands  of  the  Poor. 
An  unexpected  Inheritance,  the 

Deter- 
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Determination  of  a  Law-Suit  in 
our  Favour ,  the  Succefs  of  a 
great  Adventure,  an  advantage¬ 
ous  Match ,  are  fometimes  the 
Recompences  of  Charity  in  this 
World. 

XX. 

But  the  Badnefs  of  the  Times 
is  frequently  made  an  Excufe  for 
the  Negleft  of  this  Vertue ;  but  I 
am  afraid  it  is  the  Want  of  Cha¬ 
rity  that  makes  the  Times  fo  Bad. 
Charity,  in  the  Senfe  of  St.  Cypri¬ 
an,  is  a  Sort  of  Seed,  and  it  is  not 
lefs  Folly  to  retrench  our  Charity 
in  bad  Times,  than  it  would  be 
not  to  fow  our  Ground,  when  the 
Harveft  hath  been  inconnderable. 
Can  the  Times  be  worfe  than  they 
were  in  Judea,  when  Elias  had, 

as 
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as  the  Scriptures  fpeak ,  Jhut 
Heaven,  when  a  long  and  terrible 
Drought  had  famifhed  the  whole 
Country  ?  The  Prophet  himfelf, 
being  in  Diftrefs,  addrefifeth  to  a 
poor  Widow  for  Relief ;  all  the 
Provifion  die  had  remaining  was 
only  a  Handful  of  Meal ,  and 
a  Cruife  of  Oil,  which  die  de- 
figned  to  make  a  Cake  with 
for  herfelf  and  Child,  and  then 
had  nothing  after  that  but  Death 
in  Profpeft ;  yet  fhe  refufeth  not 
to  relieve  the  Man  of  G  O  D.  If 
her  Provifion  had  been  plentiful, 
the  Circumftances  were  fuch  as 
made  it  a  great  Vertue  to  have 
fuffer’d  him  to  partake  in  her  A- 
bundance ;  but  (he  had  but  very 
little,  and  fhe  gave  her  All.  Now, 
what  was  the  Effect  of  thii?  From 

that 
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that  Time  the  Meal  and  the  Oil 
never  diminifhed,  GOD  fupply- 
ing  her  by  a  continual  Miracle, 

If  in  this  Extremity  (he  had  go¬ 
verned  herfelf  by  the  Meafures  of 
this  Age,  in  a  few  Days  (he  had 
perilhed  with  Hunger.  She  di- 
ftributed  her  Alms  in  the  Heat  of  a 
pinching  Famine,  and  the  very 
Heat  of  the  Famine  became  to  het 
a  Seafon  of  Plenty. 

XXI. 

-J  ,  \.  -r  -  ! 

Another  Objection,  that  is 
fometimes  urged  againft  Exerci- 
fing  this  Chriftian  Vertue  of  Cha¬ 
rity,  is  a  Numerous  Family  of  Chil¬ 
dren.  Now,  for  this  very  Reafon, 

You  ought  to  abound  in  good 
Works,  that  Your  Children  may 
have  a  better  Title  to  the  Bleffing 

S  :  of 
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of  GOD,  vvhich  is  their  fureft 
Portion ;  their  Number  hath  ne¬ 
ver  prevented  You  from  Impro¬ 
ving  Your  Money  to  the  beft  Ad¬ 
vantage.  Befides,  tho’  You  are 
obliged  to  take  care  of  Your Chil¬ 
dren,  it  muft  not  extend  to  the 
Neglect  of  Yourfelf.  You  are  a- 
fraid  left  they  fliould  want  fome- 
thing  after  Your  Death ;  and  have 
You  no  Apprehenfion  left  You 
fhould  find  no  Treafure  laid  up 
for  Yourfelf  in  the  next  Life  ? 
When  You  place  Your  Children 
in  the  World,  though  You  beftow 
upon  them  a  Share  of  Your  Eftate, 
yet  ftitl  You  have  the  Prudence 
to  make  fome  Referve  for  Your 
own  Subfiftence  in  Your  declining 
Years ;  and  will  You  be  fo  impru¬ 
dent  as  to  referve  nothing  for  Your 

eter- 
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eternal  Well-being.  Confider  but 
Your  Soul  as  one  of  them,  and 
then  You  will  not  deprive  it  of 
that  Share  it  ought  to  have  in  Your 
Poffeffions.  You  have,  it  may 
be,  fix,  ten,  or  twelve  Children ; 
if  You  had  yet  one  more,  You 
would  certainly  provide  for  it, 
thoughYou  putYourfelf  to  never 
fuch  Streights.  Let  the  Poor 
ftand  in  the  Place  of  that  Thir¬ 
teenth,  which  You  have  not,  and 
let  them  have  that  Part  in  Your 
Eftate,  which  You  would  have 
allotted  to  another  Child.  It  may 
be, You  have  buried  fome,  be  eha- 
ritable  out  of  what  muft  have  gone 
for  their  Maintenance,  and  for 
Settling  them  in  the  World.  In 
jfhort,  if  You  have  a  Mind  to 
leave  each  of  them  an  excellent 

S  a  . . Patri- 
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Patrimony,  teach  them  by  Your 
own  Example  great  Tendernefs 
to  the  Poor,  and  Chriftian  Zeal 
to  relieve  the  Wants  of  Man¬ 
kind  ;  this  is  a  Fund  that  can  never 
be  exhaufted,  and  they  will  be 
fufficiently  rich,  if  they  can  fuc- 
ceed  in  fuch  an  Inheritance, 

XXII. 

I  know  not  whether  what  hath 

been  urged  may  be  fufficrent  to 
difpbfe  the  Rich  to  aflift  their  poor 

Brethren  ;  but  it  ought,  methinks, 
to  convince  the  Poor  that  GOD 
hath  not  forgotten  them,  but  that 
they  are  dearer  to  Him  than  is  ge¬ 
nerally  thought.  If  they  want 
the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  they  have 
fbafbh  to  complain  of  the  Inju- 
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Rich,  but  not  to  murmur  againft 
the  Providence  of  their  Heavenly 
Father;  for  what  hath  He  not 
done  to  fupply  all  their  Wants?- 
He  hath  thought  it  not  fufficient  to 
command  any  one  Order  of  Men 
to  affift  them,  but  hath  enjoined 
it  to  all  Ranks  and  Degrees,  and 
hath  excepted  none ;  and  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  engage  them  to  this  Care, 
hath  tied  it  upon  them  by  the 
ftrongeft  Motive,  which  is  their 
Intereft,  Charity  having  the 

Promifes  of  this  Life ,  and  that  which 
is  to  come.  Our  Saviour  hath  con- 
defcended  to  be  Reprefented  Him- 
felf  in  the  Perfons  of  the  Poor, 
that  Men  might  be  afhamed  to 
treat  them  with  that  Roughnefs 
which  would  reflect  upon  Him, 
and  that  in  them  they  might  pay 
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Him  that  Honour  and  Refpeft 
which  He  deferves  from  them. 

In  (hort,  He  hath  tried  all  Methods 
to  engage  Chriftians  to  abound 
in  Works  of  Charity.  He  hath 
humbled  Himfelf  to  that  Purpofe, 
that  He  might  become  their  Pat¬ 
tern  ;  He  hath  invited  them  by 
Promifes;  He  hath  commanded 
them  by  Precepts ;  and  He  hath 
excited  them  by  Threatnings : 
He  hath  given  to  His  Stewards 
with  great  Bounty,  that  the  Poor 
might  be  fufficiently  fupply’d,: 
And  if,  notwithftanding  all  this, 
they  are  left  to  perifli,  and  that 
the  Rich  turn  that  to  their  Own 
life,  which  was  beftowed  upon 
them  for  the  Relief  of  Others; 
JGOP  will  take  the  Caufe  of  the 
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Defolate  into  His  own  Handstand 
do  them  Juftice. 

<  ■(  #  ’  F  »  f  i  * 

XXIII. 

In  the  Methods  of  Hisunfearch- 
able  Providence,  He  may  dis¬ 
charge  thofe  unfaithful  Stewards 
by  fome  unforefeen  Accident  which 
is  little  thought  of  ;  reduce  thofe 
to  extreme  Poverty ,  who  have 
been  deaf  to  the  Wants  and  Cries 
of  the  Needy ;  but  their  fure  and 
certain  Punifhment  will  be  at  the 
Great  Day  of  Retribution.  The 
Terrours  of  that  dreadful  Tribu¬ 
nal  will  particularly  affedi  them ; 
Depart  from  Me,  ye  Cur  fed,  into  ever - 
lofting  Fire,  will  be  the  Sentence 
that  (hall  then  be  pronounced  up¬ 
on  them.  4  Do  You  not  remem- 
4  ber  (may  our  Saviour  then  fay 

unto 
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unto  them)  c  how  often  You  have 
c  made  Me  fuflfer  by  ¥our  obftinate 
c  Refufals  ?  DareYou  exped  Hap- 
4  pinefs  from  Me,  when  You  have 
4  denied  Me  Bread  and  Water? 
4  Ungrateful  Wretches!  to  refufe 
4  Your  G  O  D  that  Bread  which 
4  You  held  only  from  His  Bounty ; 
*  to  refufe  Me  a  little  Drink,  to 
4  quench  My  Third: ;  even  Me, 
1  who  fhed  My  Blood  for  You  ! 
4  Depart  from  Me,  ye  Monfters  of 
4  Cruelty  and  Ingratitude ;  and  for 
4  the  Time  to  come,  let  there  be 
4  as  great  a  Diftance  between  You 
4  and  Your  Saviour,  as  there  hath 
4  been  bet  ween  Your  Hardhearted^ 
4  nefs  and  My  Tendernefs,  be^ 
4  tween  Your  Bowels  of  Brafs  and 
4  My  Infinite  Mercy. 

4  Do 


the  foregoing  Addrefs * 

4  Do  not  pretend  that  it  was 
4  a  miferable  lazy  troublefome 
4  Creature  that  You  refufed  to  re- 
4  lieve;  Inafmucb  as  ye  did  it  not  to1 
4  one  of  the  Leaf}  of  thefe^ye  did  it  not 

4  to  Me.  It  is  Your  Saviour  You 
4  treated  after  this  Manner ;  and: 
4  why  did  You  not  believe  Me, 

4  when  I  told  You  My  Mind  To- 
4  plainly  ?  You  have  readily  en- 
4  tertained  the  Myfteries  of  My 
4  Gofpel,  upon  the  Manifeftation 
4  I  made  of  them ;  although  they  > 
4  were  not  lefs  incredible.  But- 
4  thefe  Articles  of  Faith  required 
4  only  the  Profeffion  of  them  p 
4  whereas  the  other  obliged  You 
4  to  part  with  a  Share  of  Your 
4  beloved  Treafure.  Go,  ye  cur¬ 
led  Idolaters,  into  everlafting 
4  Fire,  prepared*  for  the  Devil 

T  4  and 
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4  and  his  Angels.  We  (hall  fee 
4  whether  Your  Gold  will  deliver 
4  You  from  thofe  Flames  to  which 
4  I  conlign  You ;  it  is  there  You 
4  (hall  learn,  by  the  Intenfenefs 
‘  and  Duration  of  Your  Punifh- 
4  ment,  whether  it  is  Man  or  GOD 
4  that  You  have  provoked  by  Your 
*  Covetoufnefs. 

WJ 

XXIV. 

Oh!  let  me  beg  You  to  pre¬ 
vent  in  time  this  amazing  Evil 
which  threatens  You  for  a  whole 
Eternity ;  and  fince  You  are  allu¬ 
red  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that 
it  is  Your  Saviour  Himfelf  You 
affift  in  the  Perfons  of  the  Poor, 
let  it  be  Your  chief  Pleafure  and 
Delight  to  feed  them,  to  cloathe 
them,  to  provide  for  their  Subfi- 

ftence. 
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ftence,  and  to  cherilh  them  as  Your 
Children ;  to  procure  for  them  all 
neceffary  Inftru&ion,  that  their 
Souls ,  as  well  as  Bodies ,  may  find 
the  Benefit  and  Advantage  of  Your 
Care  for  them.  Oh !  let  Your  Zeal 
to  do  Good  exceed  the  Forward- 
nefs  of  thofe  that  prefs  to  be  reliev¬ 
ed;  that  You  may  be  more  ready 
to  give,  than  they  are  defirous  to 
receive;  and  always  remember, 
that  he  (hall  have  Judgment  with¬ 
out  Mercy,  who  hath  (hewed  no 
Mercy,  and  that  Mercy  rejoyceth 
againft  Judgment. 
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Numb.  I. 

A  Copy  of  the  CommiJJion  for  Build¬ 
ing  Fifty  New  Churches  in  thi 
Cities  and  Suburbs  of  London 
and  Weftminfter,  and  Farts  ad - 

2\T N  E,  by  the  Grace  of  God* 
of  Great  Britain ,  France ,  and 
Ireland,  QUEEN*  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  &c.  To  the  moft 
Reverend  Fathers  in  God,  Our 
Right  Trufty,  and  Right  En¬ 
tirely  beloved  Counfellors,  Thomas  Lord 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  Primate  of  all  Eng¬ 
land,  and  Metropolitan  *,  and  John  Lord  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Fork,  Primate  of  England,  and  Me¬ 
tropolitan,  Our  Lord-Almoner  ;  the  Right 
Reverend  Fathers  in  God,  Our  Right  trufty 
and  well- beloved  Counfellors,  John  Lord  Bi- 
fhop  of  Briftol ,  Keeper  of  Our  Privy-Seal } 
and  Henry  Lord  Bilhop  of  London  j  the  Right 

A  a  Reverend 
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Reverend  Fathers  in  God,  Jonathan  Lord 
Biflidp  of  Winchefter,  Nathanael  Lord  Bilhop 
of  Durham,  Thomas  Lord  Bilhop  of  Rcchefter? 
Oar  Right  trufty  and  well- beloved,  Francis 
jitter  bury  Dodor  in  Divinity,  Prolocutor  of 
the  Lower-Houfe  of  Convocation,  and  Dean 
of  our  Cathedral-Church  of  Thrift,  in  Our 
TJniverfity  of  Oxford }  George  Stanhope  Do¬ 
ctor  in  Divinity,  Dean  of  our  Metropolitan 
Church  of  Canterbury  j  Henry  Godolphin  Do¬ 
ctor  in  Divinity,  Dean  of  Our  Cathedral- 
Church  of  St.  Paul ,  London  j  William  Stanley 
Dodor  in  Divinity,  Archdeacon  of  London 
George  Smalridge ,  Francis  G aft r ell,  Robert  Mofs , 
and  Robert  Fretted,  Dodors  in  Divinity  *,  and 
Thomas  Sherlock ,  Mailer  of  the  Temple  j  Our 
Right  trufty,  and  Right  well-beloved  Coufin, 
Thomas  Earl  of  Thanet  *,  Our  Right  trufty, 
and  Right  well-beloved  Coufin  and  Coun- 
fellors,  Arthur  Earl  of  Angle  fey,  Henry  Earl 
of  Roc  heft  er,  and  William  Earl  of  Dartmouth , 
One  of  Our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  ^ 
Our  Right  trufty  and  Right  well-beloved 
Coufin,  Thomas  Vifcount  Weymouth }  Our 
Right  trufty  and  well- beloved  Heneage  Lord 
Guernfey  \  Our  Right  trufty  and  well- beloved 
Counsellors,  William  Bromley  Efquire,  Spea¬ 
ker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  Robert 
B'enfon  Efquire,  Chancellor  of  Our  Exche¬ 
quer  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  Knight,  Lord- 
Mayor  of  Our  City  of  London ,  and  the  Lord- 
Mayor  of  Our  faid  City  for  the  Time  being ; 
and  Our  trufty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Thomas 
Powys  Knight,  Our  firft  Serjeant  at  Law  ^ 
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Sir  Edward  Northey  Knight,  Our  Attorney- 
General  ;  Sir  Robert  Raymond  Knight,  Our 
Sollicitor-General  *,  James  Bertie ,  Hugh  Smith * 
fon ,  Thomas  Medlicot ,  and  Thomas  Crofs  Efqsj 
Sir  William  Withers ,  and  Sir  Richard  Ho  are , 
Knights  and  Aldermen  of  Our  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Sir  George  Nevoland  Knight,  John  Cafs 
Elquire,  Aldermen  of  Our  faid  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  ;  Sir  George  Thor  old  Knight  and  Baronet, 
and  Francis  Eyles  Elquire,  Our  Sheriffs  of  Our 
City  of  London ,  and  County  of  Middlesex , 
and  Our  Sheriffs  of  Our  faid  City  and  County 
foE  the  Time  being  •,  Sir  Chrijlopher  Wren 
Knight,  Edward  Harley  Efquire,  Auditor  of 
the  Imprejl  *  John  Hoskins ,  Edward  Jennings , 
John  ijham,  Robert  Nelfon ,  Henry  Hoare ,  Fran¬ 
cis  Annejley, and  Nathanael  Manlove  Efquires  ; 
John  Ratcliff,  Dodor  of  Phylick Thomas  Ar¬ 
cher^  Chrijlopher  Wren ,  John  Vanbrugh ,  Henry 
Box ,  and  Whitlock  Buljlrode  Efquires,  Greet¬ 
ing.  Whereas,  in  and  by  an  Act  made  and 
pafled  in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  en- 
tituled.  An  Aft  for  granting  to  Her  Majejly 
feveral  Duties  upon^Coals  for  Building  Fifty 
New  Churches ,  in  and  about  the  Cities  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Weftminfter,  and  Suburbs  thereof, 
and  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned  it  is  de¬ 
clared  and  enaded,  That  there  fhould  be 
ereded  and  built  of  Stone,  and  other  pro¬ 
per  Materials,  Fifty  Churches  with  Towers, 
or  Steeples  to  each  of  them,  whereof  one 
fhould  be  ereded  in  the  Parilh  of  Eajl-  Green¬ 
wich,  in  the  County  of  Kent',  and  reciting 
that,  Whereas  in  feveral  Parilhes  in  or  near 
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the  raid  Cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler ,  or 
the  Suburbs  thereof,  there  are  fome  Chapels 
ere&ed  by  well-difpofed  Perfons,.  at  rheir 
own  Charge, for  the  Publick  Worlhip  of  God, 
as  Eftabliflfd  in  the  Church  of  England  ^ 
which  are  fit  to  be  converted  into  Parifn- 
Churches,  and  to  have  Diftridts  or  Bounds 
of  Parifhes  allotted,  and  affign’d  to  each  of 
them  j  But  feveral  of  them  being  built  up 
on  Terms  for  Years,  under  certain  Ground- 
Rents,  and  therefore  were  not  Confecrated* 
and  there  being  feveral  Deficiencies  in  their 
Confutations,  which  were  neceflary  i%a 
Pari ih* Church  *,  It  is  by  the  laid  Act  farther 
ena&ed,  That  fuch  of  the  faid  Chapels,  as 
were  fit  or  proper,  might  be  made  Parifh- 
Churches  :  And  to  the  end  the  faid  Isew 
Churches  fo  to  be  eredted,  might  be  more 
conveniently  fituated,  and  the  laid  Cha¬ 
pels  that  were  fit  for  Parifh-Churches  might 
be  accommodated  and  provided  with  all 
Things  neceiTary  for  thofe  refiding  in  the 
faid  Parifhes,  who  ftand  moft  in  need  there¬ 
of  :  It  is  by  the  laid  Adf  likewife  enadted. 
That  it  fhould,  and  might  be  lawful  to,  and 
for  us,  by  Letters-Patents,  under  the  Gieat 
1  Seal  of  Great  Britain ,  to  nominate,  conilitute, 
and  appoint  fuch  Perfons,  as  We  fhould 
think  fit  to  be  Commiffioners,  for  the  Pur- 
pofes  in  the  faid  Aft  mentioned  }  which 
Commiflioners,  or  fuch,  or  fo  many  of  them 
as  fhould  by  the  faid  Commiffion  be  autho¬ 
rized,  fhould  within  Twenty  Days  aftei 
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meet,  and  fo  from  time  to  time,  as  often 
as  there  fhould  be  Occaiion,  with,  oi  with¬ 
out  Adjournments  *,  and  fhould  enquire  and 
inform  themfelves  in  what  Pariihes  the  faid 
New  Churches,  except  that  for  Greenwich , 
were  moft  neceflary  to  be  built  ^  and  oi  pro¬ 
per  Places  for  the  Scites  of  the  laid  tefpe- 
dive  New  Churches ;  and  alfo  a  Cemetery, 
or  Churchyard,  for  each  of  the  faid  Chur¬ 
ches,  for  the  Burial  of  Chriftian  People,  to 
b^Burchafed.  And  alfo  which  of  faid 
Chapels  were  fit  to  be  made  Pariih- Chur¬ 
ches,  and  fhould  afcertain  the  feveral  Houfes, 
Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments,  and 
the  Bounds  and  Limits  which  in  theii  Judg¬ 
ments  or  Opinion,  might  be  fit  to  be  made 
diftinft  Parifhes ;  and  to  enquire  and  intorrn 
themfelves  by  the  belt  Means  they  could,  or 
the  Value  of  fuch  Houfes,  Lands,  Tene¬ 
ments,  and  Hereditaments,  and  of  t  e  re- 
fpedive  Eftates  and  Interefts  therein,  which 
the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  fuch,  or  fo  many 
of  them  as  fhould  be  authorized  as  atore- 
faid,  fhould  think  neceflary  to  be  purchased 
for  the  faid  Scites  and  Cemeteries  and  tor 
the  Houfes  for  the  Habitation  of  the  re- 
fpective  Minifters •,  And  the  faid  Commimo- 
ners,  or  fuch,  or  fo  many  of  them,  as  fhould 
be  authorized  as  aforefaid,  fhould  on,  or 
before  the  Four  and  Twentieth  Day  o,  De¬ 
cember,  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eleven,  report,  or  certify  to  us  in  Wutiug 
under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  fuch  Matters 
and  Things  as  fhould  appear  to  them  upon 
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their  Enquiries  aforefaid,  with  their  Opi¬ 
nions  thereupon  ^  and  prefent  a  Duplicate 
of  fuch  Report  or  Certificate  to  each  of  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  to  the  end  fuch 
further  Diredions  might  be  given  thereupon, 
as  might  be  purfuant  to  Our  pious  Intenti¬ 
ons  in  the  Premifies ;  as  by  the  faid  Ad,  re¬ 
lation  being  thereunto  had,  may  more  fully 
appear. 

Now  know  ye,  That  We  repofing  efp|£ 
rial  Truffc  and  Confidence  in  your  Abilities, 
Faithfulnefs,  and  prudent  Circumfpedion  j 
Have,  Purfuant  to  the  faid  Ad,  nominated, 
conftituted,  authorized,  and  appointed  \  and 
by  thefe  Prefents  do  nominate,  conftitute, 
authorize,  and  appoint  you,,  the  faid  Thomas 
Arch-Bifhop  of  Canterbury ,  John  Arch-Bifhop 
of  Tori,  John  Bifhop  of  Briftol ,  Henry  Bilhop 
of  London ,  Jonathan  Bifhop  of  Winchefter ,  Na¬ 
thanael  Bifhop  of  Durham ,  Thomas  Bifhop  of 
Roche  ft  er  j  Francis  Atterbury ,  George  Stanhope , 
Henry  Godolphin ,  William  Stanley ,  George  Sm ab¬ 
ridge,  Francis  Gaftrelly  Robert  Afofsj  Robert 
Freindy  Thomas  Sherlock ,  Thomas  Earl  of  Tha- 
net ,  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglefey ,  Henry  Earl  of 
Rochefter ,  William  Earl  of  Dartmouth ,  Thomas 
Vifcount  Weymouth ,  Heneage  Lord  Guernsey , 
William  Bromley ,  Robert  Benfon ,  Sir  Gilbert 
Heathcote ,  and  the  Lord-Mayor  of  London 
for  the  Time  being  •,  Sir  Thomas  Powys ,  Sir 
Edward  Northey ,  Sir  Robert  Raymond ,  James 
Bertie ,  Hugh  Smithfon)  Thomas  Medlicott ,  T&0- 
Crofs,  Sir  William  Withers ,  Sir  Richard 
Hearty  Sir  George  Howland ,  jfafaz  Cafts ,  Sir 
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George  Thor  old,  Francis  Eyles ,  and  the  Sheriffs 
of  London  and  Middle fex  for  the  Time  being } 
Sir  Chriftopber  Wren ,  Edward  Harley ,  John 
Hoskins ,  Edward  Jennings ,  John  Ifham ,  Robert 
Nelfon,  Henry  Ho  are,  Francis  Annejley,  Na¬ 
thanael  Manlove,  John  Ratcliff,  Thomas  Archer, 
Chrifiopher  Wren,  John  Vanbrugh,  Henry  Box, 
and  Whitlock  Bulftrode ,  to  be  Our  Commif- 
fioners  for  the  Purpofes  in  the  faid  Ad,  and 
herein  after  mentioned.  And  We  do  here¬ 
by  dired,  authorize,  require,  and  command 
you.  Our  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  Five 
or  more  of  you,  within  twenty  Days  after 
the  Day  of  the  Date  of  thefe  Our  Letters 
Patents,  to  ineet,  and  fo  from  Time  to  Time, 
as  often  as  there  (hall  be  Occafion,  with,  or 
without  Adjournments,  and  to  enquire,  and 
inform  yourfelves,  in  what  Parilhes  the  faid 
New  Churches,  except  that  for  Greenwich , 
are  moil  neceffary  to  be  built,  and  of  proper 
Places  for  the  Scites  of  the  faid  refpedive 
New  Churches^  and  alfo,  a  Cemetery,  or 
Church-Yard  for  each  of  the  faid  Churches, 
for  the  Burial  of  Chriftian  People  to  be  pur- 
chafed  ;  and  alfo,  which  of  the  faid  Chapels 
are  fit  to  be  made  Parifh-CIiurches }  and  to 
afcertain  the  feverai  Houfes,  Lands,  Tene¬ 
ments,  and  Hereditaments,  and  the  Bounds 
and  Limits,  which,  in  your  Judgment  or  O- 
pinion,  may  be  fit  to  be  made  diftinct  Pa- 
rifhes  }  and  to  enquire,  and  inform  your¬ 
felves,  by  the  bell  Means  you  can,  of  the 
Value  of  fuch  Houfes,  Lands,  Tenements, 
and  Hereditaments,  and  of  the  refpedive 
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Eftates  and  Interefts  therein,  as  you  Our 
faid  Commiflioners,  or  any  Five  or  more  of 
you,  fhall  think  neceffary  to  be  purchafed  for 
the  faid  Scites  and  Cemeteries,  and  for  the 
Houfes  for  the  Habitation  of  the  refpediye 
Minifters  ;  and  that  you,  or  any  Five  or  more 
of  you,  do,  on  or  before  the  Four  and  twen¬ 
tieth  Day  of  December ,  One  Thoufand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Eleven,  report,  or  certify  to 
us  in  Writing,  under  your  Hands  and  Seals, 
fuch  Matters  and  Things,  as  fhall  appear  to 
you,  upon  your  Enquiries  aforefaid,  with 
your  Opinions  thereupon ;  and  like  wife  pre¬ 
fen  t  a  Duplicate  of  fuch  your  Report  or  Cer¬ 
tificate,  to  each  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament  ;  to  the  end  fuch  further  Diredions 
may  be  given  thereupon,  as  may  be  purfuant 
to  Our  pious  Intentions  in  the  Premiffes. 

And  thefe  Prefents,  or  the  Inrollment, 
or  Exemplification  thereof,  fhall  be  to  you, 
and  every  of  you,  and  all  others  herein 
concerned,  a  fufficient  Warrant  and  Difi- 
chai-ge  for  all,  and  whatfoever  Matters  and 
Things  fhall  be  done,  executed,  or  perform¬ 
ed  in  Purfuance  of  the  fame,  or  of  Our  Plea-, 
fare  herein  declared. 

In  Witnefs  whereof,  We  havecaufed  thefe 
Our  Letters  to  be  made  Patents.  Witnefs 
Ourfelf  at  Weftminfter ,  the  One  and  Twen¬ 
tieth  Day  of  September ,  in  the  Tenth  year 
of  Our  Reign.  * 

Bj  Writ  of  Privy-Seal, 

WRIGHT 
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Numb.  II. 

A  Treatife  about  Building  of  Churches 9 
by  Edward  Wells,  D.  D . 

AFTER  this  Article  about  the  Churches 
was  finifhed  by  Mr .  Net foqr  there  was 
fent  to  him,  by  the  Reverend  and 
Learned  Dr.  Wells.,  a  Diicourfe  concerning 
the  great  Duty  of  Rich  Men  to  contribute  libe¬ 
rally  to  the  Building ,  Re- Buildings  or  Repair¬ 
ings  and  Beautifying  of  Churches ,  written  by 
himfelf  •  which  out  of  the  great  Refped  he 
had  for  Mr.  Nelfott* s  Judgment,  he  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  in  Manufcript  fome  fhort 
Time  before  his  laft  Illnefs.  Who  carefully 
perufed  it,  and  returned  it  to  him  laft  OBo - 
her ,  with  a  Letter  dated  OB.  1 2.  1 7 1 4.  which 
begins  thus :  1  have  read  over  with  a  great 
deal  of  Pleafure  and  SatisfaBion  your  Treatife 
about  Building  Churches ,  &c.  and  am  of  O- 
pinions  it  may  be  of  great  ZJfe  to  the  Publick ,  &C« 
Which  is  the  laft  Letter,  he  faith,  he  had  the 
Happinefs  to  receive  from  him  *,  he  falling  ill 
prefently  after.  Hereupon,  the  Do&or  de« 
figns  to  publifh  this  his  Treatife,  which  is 
addrefled  to  the  Nobility ,  and  other  Rich ,  even 
as  this  to  Perfons  of  Quality  and  Eft  ate.  There 
was  alio  written  by  Mr.  Nelfon  himfelf.  An 
Account  of  the  Commiffioners  for  Building 
Fifty  New  Churches,  and  communicated  to 
fohn  Chamberlayne  Efq^  which  is  made  an 
Appendix  to  his  Second  Part  of  The  Prefent 
State  of  G reat-Britain,  Pag.  477.  to  which 
the  Reader  is  referred.  Numb, 
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Numb,  III. 

The  §neens  Letter  to  the  Lord  Bijhop 

of  London. 

A  N  N  E  R. 

IGHT  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
Our  Right  Trufty  and  Well-bje- 
JL  m*.  loved  Counfellor,  We  greet  you 
well :  Whereas  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
cf  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts7  have  humbly 
reprefented  unto  Us,  That  their  Expences 
having  for  feveral  Years  then  paft  exceeded 
their  Income,  which  arifes  chiefly  from  the 
voluntary  Contributions  of  their  own  Mem¬ 
bers  j  We  were  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant 
unto  them  Our  Royal  Letters,  bearing  Date 
the  5  th  Day  of  May  1711.  for  making  a 
Colledion  in  Our  Cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter ,  and  Our  Borough  of  Southwark ,  and 
the  Places  adjacent :  Which  faid  Letters  had 
a  very  good  Effeft  towards  enabling  them  to 
carry  on  the  good  Deligns  for  which  they 
were  incorporated  :  And  whereas  the  faid 
Society  have  fince  that  Time  not  only  en¬ 
larged  the  Number  of  their  Miffionaries, 
Catechifts,  and  School-Mafters,  and  have 
been  obliged  to  increafe  feveral  of  their  Sa¬ 
laries,  but  alfo  have  engaged  to  maintain 
Two  Miflionaries  among  the  Indian  Sachems, 
bordering  upon  Mw-tpriy  which  laft  En¬ 
gagement  alone,  comprehending  School- 
Mafters  and  Interpreters,  with  other  inci¬ 
dental  Charges,  will  amount  to  more  than 
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one  Half  of  the  faid  Society’s  Annual  Sub- 
fcriptions  *,  and  have  thereupon  humbly  be- 
fought  Us  to  grant  unto  them  the  like  Let¬ 
ters,  for  making  Collections  in  Our  Cities 
of  London  and  Weftminfter ,  and  fuch  Places 
as  are  within  Ten  Miles  diftance  from  the 
fame,  from  fuch  Perfons  as  fhall  be  well- 
difpofed  and  inclined  to  contribute  towards 
this  pious  and  charitable  Work  :  We  taking 
into  Confideration  the  great  Expences  of  the 
faid  Society  in  providing  Learned  and  Or¬ 
thodox  Minifters  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  as 
well  to  Our  Subjects  in  Our  Colonies  and 
Plantations,  as  to  the  neighbouring  Indians 
in  North- America,  in  furnifhing  the  faid  Mi¬ 
nifters  with  Libraries  for  their  own  Ufe,‘ 
and  with  Bibles,  Common-Prayer  Books, 
and  other  Books  of  Devotion,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  among  their  Congregations,  and  in 
doing  and  performing  fuch  other  Matters 
and  Things  as  above-mentioned,  much  be¬ 
yond  their  Annual  Income,  but  very  requi- 
Hte  for  purfuing  that  good  End,  for  which 
the  faid  Society  was  at  firft  inftituted  : 
And  We  being  always  ready  to  give  the 
heft  Encouragement  and  Countenance  to  Un¬ 
dertakings  which  tend  fo  much  to  the  promoting 
true  Piety  and  Our  Holy  Religion ,  are  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  condefcend  to  their  Re- 
queft,  and  do  hereby  exprefly  require  you 
to  take  Care,  that  Publication  be  made 
thereof  on  Trinity- Sunday  next,  in  all  fuch 
Parifhes  of  Our  Cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter ,  and  other  Places  within  Ten  Miles 
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diilance  from  the  fame,  as  are  within  your 
Diocefe*,  That  upon  this  Occafion  the  Mi- 
niHers  in  each  Parifh  do.  effe&ually  excite 
their  Parifhioners  to  a  liberal  Contribution, 
whofe  Benevolence  towards  carrying  on  the 
faid  charitable  Work  (hall  be  colle&ed  the 
Week  following  at  their  refpe&ive  Dwel¬ 
lings,  by  the  Church-Wardens  or  Overfeers 
of  the  Poor  in  each  Parifh  ;  and  the  Mini- 
fters  of  the  feveral  Parifhes  are  to  caufe 
the  Sums  fo  colle&ed  to  be  paid  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  Treafurer,  or  Treafurers  for- 
the  Time  being,  of  the  faid  Society,  to  be 
accounted  for  by  him  or  them  to  the  So¬ 
ciety,  and  applyed  to  the  carrying  on,  and 
promoting  their  above-mentioned  good  De^ 
figns:  And  fo  We  bid  you  heartily  farewel. 
Given  at  Our  Court  at  St.  James’ s,  the 
Fourth  Day  of  May  1714.  in  the  Thir¬ 
teenth  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  Her  Maje fly’s  Command 

Bolingbroke. 


Note.  'The  fame  Letter  Mutatis  Mutan¬ 
dis  was  directed  to  the  Arch-Bijhop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Bijhops  of  Winchefter, 
Durham,  Exeter,  Rocheller,  Briftol, 
and  Ghefter. 
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Numb.  IV. 


A  LETTER,  from  a  Member  of  the 
Society  for  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in 
Foreign  Parts,  to  his  Friend  in  London. 

Giving  an  Account  of  a  Second  Addrefs  from 
the* faid  Society  to  the  OZJEEN,  for  caufing 
their  good  Deftgns  to  he  recommended  to  the 
Citizens  of  London,  Weftminfter,  Exeter, 
and,  Briftol,  with  the  Borough  0/Southwark, 
and  feme  other  chief  Trading  Towns ,  by  the 
r effective  Minifters  of  the  Parijhes  there ,  in 
their  Sermons  on  Trinity  -  Sunday  next, 
[  x 7x4.3  in  London,  Weftminfter,  South¬ 
wark,  and  Places  adjacent  j  and  on  Sunday 
July  11.  in  the  other  Cities  and  Towns . 

SIR , 


HEN  Her  Gracious  Majefty, 
moved  by  an  Addrefs  from  the 
Society  for  Propagating  the  Gofpel 


in  Foreign  Parts ,  was  pleas  d  to  grant  Her 
Letters  for  Promoting  its  Good  Defigns,  for 
a  Collection  to  be  made  within  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter ,  with  the  Borough 
of  Southwark,  on  Trinity -Sunday  1711.  You 
had  in  a  former  Letter  a  (hort  and  true  Ac¬ 
count  given  of  the  Reafon  for  that  Appli- 
"  cation,  and  fuch  a  Colle&ion,  which,  by  the 
Bleffing  of  God  on  the  Endeavours  ot  the 
City  Clergy,  in  ftirring  up  the  Hearts  of 
their  Auditors,  became  very  fuccefsful. 

You’ll  give  me  Leave  now,  upon  their  re¬ 
newed  Inftances  to  Her  Majefty  for  a  Second 

Collection 
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Collection  to  the  lame  Purpofe,  to  account 
for  that  like  wife,  why  it  fhould  be  made, 
after  the  Encouragement  already  given, 
within  Three  Years  after  the  former,  and 
extended  farther  than  it  was  before  :  And 
this  will  be  done,  by  reminding  you  of  what 
was  then  thought  proper  to  be  urg’d  in  this 
Manner,  and  by  adding  filch  farther  Hints 
as  may  be  afiifting  to  the  good  Work  with* 
out  Doors,  whilft  the  Clergy  refpeCtively  fhall 
more  effectually  folicite  the  Chriftian  Com¬ 
panion  of  their  Congregations  within.  You’ll 
pleafe  to  remember  then,  i.  That  the  So¬ 
ciety  was  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter 
but  in  the  Year  1701.  2.  That  tho’  it  is 

compofed  of  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
Dignitaries  of  the  Church,  and  Country  as 
well  as  City  Clergy,  Members  of  Parliament, 
private  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  Citizens  of 
London ,  &c.  who  do  molt  of  them  fublcribe 
yearly  a  certain  Sum  towards  carrying  on 
this  great  and  neceffary  Work  \  and  are  im- 
power’d  to  receive  Benefaftions  for  the  fame 
Purpofe,  fome  of  which,either  by  Free-Gifts, 
Legacies,  or  otherways,  have  amounted  to 
1000/.  and  upwards  ,  yet  have  they  ex¬ 
pended,  as  appears  from  the  annual  Audits 
of  their  Treafurer’s  Accounts,  fome  Thou- 
fands  of  Pounds  beyond  their  Hated  Income. 
3.  That  their  Defign  being  to  make  Provi- 
fion  for  Minifters  and  the  Publick  Worlhip 
of  God  in  the  Britijh  Plantations,  Colonies, 
and  Fa&ories  in  America ,  and  whatever  elfe 
may  he  thought  neceffary  for  the  Prop^a- 
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tion  of  the  Go/pet  in  Foreign  Parts  \  They 
have  accordingly  communicated  the  glorious 
Light  of  the  Go fpel  to  thofe  that  lit  in  Dark- 
nefs  and  the  Shadow  of  Death  by  whom 
is  not  only  meant  thofe  Indians  of  North - 
America,  bordering  for  many  ioo  Miles  ex¬ 
tent  upon  Nova  Scotia ,  New  England,  New 
Fork,  the  Jerfeys ,  Penfylvania,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  the  Carolina's,  &c.  and  who  are  all  of 
'’em  either  Her  Majefty’s  Subjedts  or  Confe¬ 
derates  \  but  even  many  of  thofe  who  bear 
the  Name  of  Chriftians,  that  have  been  fet¬ 
tled  above  an  Hundred  Years  in  fome  of 
thofe  Colonies,  and  yet  were  in  Danger  to 
become  as  much  Strangers  to  the  Gofpel, 
and  to  all  the  Ordinances  of  our  Holy  Re¬ 
ligion,  as  the  very  Pagans  themfelves,  their 
Neighbours. 

Thefe  negle&ed  and  abandoned  Chriftians 
have  been  for  thefe  Thirteen  Years  kft  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Society  with  Minifters,  Cate- 
chifts,  School- Mailers,  Bibles,  Prayer-Books, 
Catechifms,  and  other  Sorts  of  religious  fmall 
Trafts  *,  and  God  has  been  pleafed  fo  to  blefs 
and  profper  the  Defigns  of  the  Society,  that 
where-ever  they  have  eftablifhed  MilKonaries, 
Catechifts,  or  School-Mafters,  there  is  a  new 
Face  of  Religion  }  and  many  of  thofe,  who, 
?tis  to  be  feared,  knew  little  more  of  Chri- 
ftianity  but  the  Name,  and  rarely  frequented 
any  Place  of  Religious  Worlhip,  are  become 
not  only  Hearers,  but  Communicants,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rites  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  :  And  as  they  themfelves,  fo  alfo  their 

Children 
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Children,  Servants,  and  feveral  of  theif 
Slaves,  both  Indians  and  Negroes^  are  in- 
ftru&ed  in  the  Ghriftian  Faith:  But  thefe 
Things  could  not  be  done  without  expend¬ 
ing  very  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  ^  for 
the  yearly  Allowance  to  almoll  every  MiF* 
ilonary  amounted  to,  from  50  to  80  /.  per 
Annum  :  Nay,  one  had  100  L  another  an 
Itinerant,  200  L  not  to  reckon  300  /.  per 
Annum ,  lately  promifed  by  the  Society,  for 
the  Maintenance  of  Two  Minifters  to  be 
fent  to  the  Indian  Nations  next  bordering 
on  New-Torkj  at  the  Requeft  of  their  Sa¬ 
chems,  (who  came  over  to  England  fome 
Time  fince  for  that  Purpofe  )  and  upon  the 
Recommendation  of  the  Q_U  E  E  N,  who 
is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  upon  Herfelf 
the  Charges  of  building  a  Fort,  a  Chapel, 
and  a  Houfe  for  each  of  the  faid  Minifters. 
One  of  which  has  been  difpatched  to  the 
Mohawks,  with  an  Interpreter,  at  a  confi- 
derable  Expence  to  the  Society  ^  and  Power 
is  given  to  fome  upon  the  Spot,  to  forward 
another  to  the  Onondagoes ,  if  need  be,  before 
the  Society  can  make  fuch  Provifion* 

Befides  the  yearly  Allowance  of  the  afore¬ 
said  Sums,  every  Miflionary  has  been  fur- 
niftied  with  10  L  worth  of  Books  for  his 

f  A  Catalogue  of  the  Books  delivered  and  fent  to  the 
Society's  M-ijfonarieS,  from  November  1704,  to  May 
being  in  all  Fifty,  is  found  among  Mr.  Nelfon’j 
lagers  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  the  faid  Society ,  which 
feem  to  have  been  collected  for  an  Appendix  to  his  Ad- 
arefs  to  Perfons  of  Quality. 


own 
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own  Library,  and  5  /.  worth  of  fmall  pra¬ 
ctical  Tracts  to  be  diftributed  Gratis  among 
their  refpetive  Parifhioners.  And  thefe 
Charges  having  much  increafed  of  late 
Years,  beyond  the  Advantages  of  the  firft 
Collection*  (tho'  it  is  hereby  thankfully  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  have  rifen  to  3000  L  and 
upwards)  by  frelh  Calls  for  Miflionaries, 
itinerant  and  ftated,  for  Catechifts,  School- 
Matters,  Libraries,  &c.  That  the  Society 
have  been  obliged  humbly  to  addrefs  Her 
Majefty  a  Second  time  to  encourage  their  De¬ 
igns,  by  bluing  Her  Royal  Letters,  not 
only  to  the  Lords  the  Bifhops  of  Londok 
and  Winchefler ,  but  to  the  Bilhops  of  Lome 
other  Diocefes,  in  which  the  Cities  and  Tra¬ 
ding  Towns  lie,  where  a  like  Collection  is 
to  be  made,  that  they  ttiould  diretithe  Mi- 
nifters,  in  their  refpetive  Jurifdictions,  to 
recommend,  in  their  Sermons  on  the  respe¬ 
ctive  Sundays  mention'd  in  Her  Ma jelly’s 
Letter,  the  Ufefulnefs  and  Neceflity  of  this 
good  Work,  and  exhort  their  People  to  con¬ 
tribute  chearfully  thereto,  according  to  their 
feveral  Abilities,  and  as  God  fhall  incline 
them,  when  the  aforefaid  Collection,  which 
will  be  from  Houfe  to  Houfe,  is  made*  And 
now  you  are  fo  fully  apprized  of  the  So¬ 
ciety's  State  and  Condition,  I  doubt  not, 
but,  as  before,  you  will  fet  a  very  good 
ample,  by  opening  your  Hand  liberally  i 
And  that  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  each 
Place,  to  which  the  Queen's  Letters  are  di¬ 
rected,  efpecialiy  thofe  whom  God  has  blef- 

B  b  fed 


APPENDIX, 

fed  with  plentiful  Fortunes,  raifed  out  of 
thole  Colonies  and  Plantations,  whofe  fpi- 
ritual  Wants  the  Society  had  been  fupplying 
for  thefe  Thirteen  Years  paft,  will  not  be 
behind  you  in  this  Labour  of  Love,  Which 
that  God  may  reward  a  Thoufand-fold  into 
your  Bofoms,  are  the  hearty  Prayers  of. 

Dear  S  I R7 

Yours,  &c. 


Numb.  V* 

The  fallowing  Reafons  for  incorporating  a 
Society 5  by  Royal  Charter ,  for  propa¬ 
gating  the  EJlablifhed  Religion  among 
the  Popifh  Natives  of  Ireland,  are 
humbly  fubmitted  to  Confederation . 

WHEN  difficult  and  expenfive  Un¬ 
dertakings  have  been  fet  on  Foot, 
it  hath  been  thought  advifable  to 
carry  them  on  with  a  Common  Fund,  and 
by  the  united  Endeavours  of  many.  Trade 
bath,  of  late  Years,  been  wonderfully  im¬ 
proved  and  extended  to  the  remoteft  Parts 
of  the  Earth  by  thefe  Means  and  what 
had  been  impracticable  to  Men  a&ing  fepa- 
rately,  hath  not  only  been  happily  attempt¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  but  brought  to  great  Perfe&ion,  by  Com¬ 
panies  having  a  Joint-Stock,  and  negotiating 
by  Concert.  The  fame  Method  hath  been 
fuccefsfully  ufed  in  the  Propagation  of  Reli¬ 
gion.  There  is  a  Congregatio  de  propaganda, 
Fide ,  ere&ed  at  Rome ,  which  hath  been  very 
a&ive  in  fpreading  the  Romijh  Religion  in 
A  fa  and  America ,  and  not  only  in  flopping 
the  Progrefs  of  the  Reformation,  but  in  gain¬ 
ing  Ground  in  feveral  Parts  of  Europe.  There 
are  three  Societies  incorporated  by  Charter 
in  Great- Britain  for  the  Propagation  of  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  I  cannot  give  any  Account  of  that 
Society  appointed  to  promote  the  Chriftian 
Religion  in  New-England ,  upon  the  Appli¬ 
cation  of  Mr.  Boyle ,  or  of  that  in  North - 
Britain  j  but  the  Corporation,  which  meet  at 
London ,  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Fo¬ 
reign  Parts,  hath,  with  the  Blefling  of  God, 
had  great  Succefs,  as  appears  from  the  print¬ 
ed  Accounts  of  their  Proceedings. 

From  the  Experience  of  other  Cafes  of  the 
like  Nature,  it  is  humbly  prefumed,  that  an 
incorporated  Society,  confifling  of  the  Lord 
Primate  of  all  Ireland  as  Prefident,  the  Arch- 
Bifhops  and  Bifhops,  and  fome  of  the  Nobi¬ 
lity,  Clergy,  and  Gentry  of  Ireland ,  would 
be  very  ufeful,  if  not  necefiary  towards  pro¬ 
pagating  the  Proteftant  Religion  in  Ireland . 
For  this  Work  cannot  be  carried  on  effe&u- 
ally  there  without  great  Charge  and  Ex¬ 
pence  }  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
it  will  meet  with  much  Oppofition  and  Ob- 
ftru&ion,  efpecially  from  thofe  of  the  Romijh 
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Communion*  both  at  Home  and  Abroad. 
But  a  (landing  incorporated  Society  would 
be  capable,  in  fame  Meafure,  of  overcoming 
thefe  Difficulties. 

A  Power  of  Colleclirig  and  Difboilng  of 
the  publick  and  private  Charity  of  Her  Ma- 
jetty’s  Subjects,  of  receiving  Legacies,  and 
making  Purchafes  for  promoting  this  De- 
fign,  would  put  them  into  a  Capacity  of  de¬ 
fraying  the  Expence  of  it.  And  it  would 
be  a  ftrong  Motive  and  Inducement  to  good 
Ghriftians  to  contribute  to  the  Work,  if 
there  were  a  Corporation  of  eminent  and 
worthy  Perfons  fettled  and  appointed,  to 
whom  they  might  give  their  Benefa&io ns 
with  all  reafonable  Grounds  of  A  (fur a  nee, 
that  they  would  be  applyed  to  the  Ufes 
for  which  they  were  intended. 

And  as  for  the  Obftru&ions  and  Difficul¬ 
ties  which  this  Undertaking  might  meet 
with,  an /united  Body  would  have  greater 
Power  and  Ability  to  overcome  them,  than 
(ingle  Perfons  can  have. 

The  Progrefs  of  the  Ettabliffied  Religion 
among  the  Natives,  being  the  profetfed  De- 
lign  and  Bufinefs  of  the  Society,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble,  that  better  Care  would  be  taken  of  it, 

•  than  if  it  were  left  at  large  to  every  pri¬ 
vate  Perfon. 

Refides,  every  one,  who  hath  this  Work 
at  Heart,  will  confider,  that  an  incorporated 
Society  would  always  keep  Life  and  Spirit 
in  it.  The  Converfion  of  the  Irijh  hath 

been  attempted  now -and  then  by  a  few, 
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and  it  hath  dropped,  bccaufe  they  were  baf¬ 
fled  and  defeated  by  greater  Obftacles  and 
Difficulties,  than  they  were  able  to  ftruggle 
with.  But  a  Society,  confining  of  Perfons 
of  great  Zeal  and  Piety,  Power  and  Intereft 
in  the  Kingdom,  would  be  capable  of  keeping 
the  Defign  always  on  Foot.  A  Succeffion  of 
Men  appointed  to  promote  it,  would  pre- 
ferve  it  from  finking,  -by  fuppor  ting  iiich 
as  laboured  with  Hardfhips  in  the  Under¬ 
taking,  and  by  exciting  others  to  put  their 
Hands  to  it.  They  would  take  Care,  that 
the  Weight  and  Burden  of  the  Wot  k  ffiould 
not  be  laid  upon  a  few,  by  making  it  a 
conftant  and  general  Work  throughout  the 

Kingdom.  o  ;  . 

And  if  fuch  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry 

of  Ireland ,  as  are  zealoufiy  difpofed  to  pro¬ 
mote  this  Defign,  would  condefcend  to  be 
Members  of  this  Society,  theie  would  be 
no  juft  Ground  of  Umbrage  given,  that  tne 
Rights  and  Powers  of  the  Clergy  would 
be  invaded  thereby  *,  becaufe  it  is  not  ex- 
peded,  that  any  Spiritual  Authority,  or 
Ecclefiaftical  Jurifdidion  ffiould  be  given  to 
the  Members  of  this  Society,  as  fuch.^  1  he 
Devout  and  Charitable  among  the  Laity  are 
invited  only  to  give  their  Advice  and  A 
fiftance,  their  Countenance  and  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  this  good  Work  *,  to  befriend  it  in 
Parliament,  and  on  other  Occafions  *  to  pro¬ 
mote  it  among  their  Neighbours  and  Te¬ 
nants  *,  to  contribute  towards  carrying  it  on 
themfelyes,  and  to  procure  the  Cnauty  ot 
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others ;  and  to  ufe  their  Endeavours  to  de¬ 
feat  the  Oppoiition,  and  to  remove  the 
Hindrances  it  may  meet  with  throughout 
the  Kingdom.  So  that,  by  fuch  a  mixt  So¬ 
ciety,  the  Power  and  Intereft  of  the  Laity, 
and  the  Labours  and  Endeavours  of  the 
Clergy,  would  be  joined  together  in  carrying 
on  this  Work*,  by  which  united  Force,  it  is 
probable,  it  might  be  fooner,  and  more  ea- 
fily  accomplifhed,  than  otherwife  can  be  well 
expe&ed. 

If  Her  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  fo  far  to 
countenance  the  Delign,  as  to  appoint  and 
conftitute  a  Society  on  Purpofe  to  promote 
it,  fo  remarkable  an  Inftance  of  the  Royal 
Approbation  and  Encouragement,  would  ex¬ 
cite  and  animate  many  to  come  into  it  \  every 
good  Chriftian,  every  good  Subject  would 
chearfully  follow  the  Example  of  fo  great, 
and  fo  excellent  a  Queen.  This  may  be 
reafonably  expe&ed  from  the  Experience  of 
former  Times,  wherein  this  Work  hath  al¬ 
ways  fucceeded,  when  recommended  from 
the  Throne.  Queen  Elizabeth  obferving, 
that  the  Jrijh  were  not  to  be  converted  by 
hearing  Prayers  or  Sermons,  in  a  Language 
which  they  did  not  like,  or  did  not  under¬ 
hand,  fent  an  Irifh  Prefs  at  Her  own  Charge 
to  Ireland ,  and  ordered  the  New  Teftament , 
and  Book  of  Common-Prayer  to  be  publiihed 
in  that  Language  and  Chara&er,  that  fo  the 
common  People  might  have  Divine  Offices 
in  their  own  Language,  by  which  Means 
iB^ny  of  the  ignorant  Sort  were  made  Pro- 

teftants 
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tenants  in  thofe  Days.  King  James  the  Firft 
(  whofe  Bounty  to  the  Church  of  Ireland  was 
very  great )  having  given  a  Commiflion  to 
the  Lord  Deputy,  Lord  Primate,  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  Lord  WiUmot ,  Lord  Cornfield,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Jones,  Sir  Dudley  Norton ,  Sir  Francis  An - 
nefley.  Sir  Nathanael  Rich,  and  fome  others, 
to  enquire  into  the  State  of  that  Church 
and  Kingdom,  upon  their  Report,  ordered. 
That  the  New  Teflament  and  Common- 
Prayer*  Book  tranflated  into  Irifh,  fhould  there - 
after  he  frequently  tifed  in  the  Farijhes  of  the 
Irifnrie,  and  that  every  Non-Refident  fiiould 
confidently  keep  and  continue  one  to  read  Service 
in  the  Irifh  Tongue,  by  which  Method  the 
Proteftant  Religion  was  for  fome  Time  fuc- 
eefsfolly  propagated  in  that  Kingdom.  And 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  Her  Majefty’s 
Sovereign  Authority,  and  Pious  Example 
would  be  attended  with  greater  Succefs  in 
the  Profecution  of  this  Defign  the  Royal 
Countenance  would  add  new  Life  and  Vi¬ 
gour  to  it  at  prefent }  and  by  incorporating 
a  Society  to  promote  the  Converfion  of  the 
Irifh,  Her  Majefty  would  not  only  fecure 
the  Progrefs  of  this  Work  during  Her  own 
precious  Life,  but  would  alfo  tranfmit  the 
Care  of  it  to  Polterity. 

Apr .  1712. 
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Numb.  VL 

Charles  the  FirjVs  Vow  concerning 
the  reftoring  Church -Lands.  Dated 
at  Oxford,  13.  Ap.  1646. 

I  A*  B.  do  nere  promile,  and  folemnly 
vow,  in  the  Prelence,  and  for  the  Ser- 
vice,  of  Almighty  God,  That  if  it  fhall 
pleafe  His  Divine  Majefty  of  His  Infinite 
Goodnefs,  to  reftore  me  to  my  juft  Kingly 
Rights,  and  to  re-ftablilh  me  in  my  Throne, 
I  will  wholly  give  back  to  His  Church,  all 
thofe  Impropriations  which  are  now  held 
by  the  Crown  j  and  what  Lands  foever  I 
now  do,  or  lhould  enjoy,  which  have  been 
taken  away,  either  from  any  Epifcopal  See, 
or  any  Cathedral  or  Collegiate  Church,  from 
any  Abby,  or  other  Religious  Houfe.  I 
likewife  promife  for  hereafter,  to  hold  them 
fiom  the  Church,  under  fuch  reafonable 
Fines  and  Rents,  as  lhall  be  fet  down  by 
iome  conlcientious  Perfons,  whom  I  promile 
to  choofe  with  all  Uprightnefs  of  Heart, 
to  dired  me  in  this  Particular.  And  I  moft 
humbly  befeech  God  to  accept  of  this  my 
Vow,  and  to  blels  me  in  the  Defigns  I  have 

now  in  Hand,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 

Lord.  Amen. 

* 

CHARLES  R. 

Oxford ,  13.  Ap 

•'  *  Numb. 
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Numb.  VII. 

To  the  QUEEN’s  raoft  Excellent 

Majefty. 

The  humble  Reprefentation  of  the  Governours 
of  the  Bounty  of  Oueen  ANNE,  for  the 
Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor 
Clergy,  &c. 

IN  Obedience  to  Your  Majefty’s  Com¬ 
mands,  figaified  to  us  at  a  General 
Court  holden  in  White-Hall,  on  the  firlfc 
of  July  1709.  by  his  Grace  the  Lord  Arch- 
bilhop  ot  Canterbury  \  We  the  Governours  of  Tour 
Majefty  s  Bounty  to  the  Poor  Clergy ,  humbly 
beg  Leave  to  reprefent  to  Your  Majefty,  that 
after  having  made  an  Enquiry  into,  and 
procured  an  exad  Lift  of  all  the  Livings  in 
England  and  Wales ,  under  80  /.  per  Ann.  from 
the  Lords  the  Bilhops  of  the  refpeCtive  Dio- 
cefes,  purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  Your 
Majefty ’s  Royal  Charter,  granted  to  us,  and 
laid  the  fame  before  Your  Majefty. 

We  have  met  in  many  General  Courts, 
and  Courts  of  Committees,  to  conftder  ofj 
confult ,  advife ,  agree  upon ,  and.  draw  up  pro¬ 
per  and  neceffary  Rules ,  Methods ,  D  ir  eft  ions  ^ 
Orders  and  Conftitutions ,  for  the  better  Rule 
and  Government  of  our  Corporation ,  and  for  re¬ 
ceivings  accompting  for ,  and  managing  all  the 
Revenues  granted  by  Tour  Majefty  to  us ,  and 
for  the  diftributing,  paying  and  difpoftng  of  the 

fames 
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fame^&cc.  And  that  having  prepared  and 
agreed  upon  fome  Rules  hereunto  annext, 
relating  to  the  Diftribution  of  Your  Maje- 
fty’s  fard  Bounty  ,  We  humbly  beg  Leave  to 
lay  them  before  You,  for  Your  Majefty’s 
Royal  Approbation. 

We  have  alfo  confldered  of  the  State  of 
the  Revenue  of  the  Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths, 
which  Your  Majefty  has  been  moft  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  veft  in  Us  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Poor  Clergy,  the  State  of  which  Revenue, 
foon  after  the  Opening  our  Commiflion,  ap¬ 
pear’d  thus  : 

The  Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths  computed 
at  a  Medium  of  Twenty  Years,  do  amount 
one  Year  with  another  to  about  17000/. 
per  Ann .  but  we  found  the  faid  Firft  Fruits 
and  Tenths  charged  with  Grants  and  Pen- 
lions,  (feveral  of  them  for  Life)  to  the  Value 
of  about  1 1000  /.  per  Ann.  and  with  an  Ar~ 
rear  of  the  fame,  amounting  to  about  21000  L 
AH  which  Arrear  we  have  been  difcharging 
till  very  lately,  and  have  alfo  bought  off  the 
Lady  Waldegrave's  Penfion  of  1000  /.  per  Ann, 
granted  to  her  for  a  Term  of  Years,  which 
with  the  500  /.  per  Ann.  payable  to  the  late 
Mr.  Petyt ,  (  which  Your  Majefty  was  graci¬ 
oufly  pleafed  to  difcharge)  reduces  our  year¬ 
ly  Payments  to  9500/.  or  thereabouts. 

As  we  found  the  Revenue  incumber’d  with 
the  aforefaid  Grants  and  Arrears  thereof  on 
“the  one  Hand,  fo  we  likewife  found  on  the 
other,  that  there  was  a  very  great  Sum  of 
Money  due  from  the  Clergy  and  their  Pre- 

deceilbrs. 
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deceflors,  at  the  Time  of  your  Majefty’s 
vetting  the  fame  in  this  Corporation  :  We 
have  therefore  fpent  much  Time  in  our  En¬ 
quiry  after  the  fame,  and  in  Diftinguifhing 
between  the  fperate  and  defperate  Debts  of 
the  Clergy  •  and  it  appear’d  to  us,  that  al- 
moft  all  the  Sums  of  Money  due  from  the 
Predeceflors  of  the  prefent  dignified  Clergy, 
and  Incumbents  of  Livings,  were  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  Sort. 

Wherefore  being  extremely  fenfible,  how* 
heavy  the  Burden  of  the  faid  Debts  has  lain 
upon  the  Poor  Clergy,  upon  the  Account  of 
which  many  Perfons  have  refufed  to  take  In¬ 
itiation  of  their  Livings,  lett  they  fhould 
be  Obnoxious  to  the  great  Debts  contracted 
by  feveral  of  their  Predeceflors,  and  thereby 
ruin  themfelves  and  Families.  And  we  be¬ 
ing  no  lefs  fenfible  how  great  the  Expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  World  has  been  (ever  fince  our 
Incorporation)  and  efpecially  of  Poor  Cler¬ 
gy,  to  fee  and  tafte  fome  of  the  happy  Fruits 
of  Your  Majefty’s  unparallel’d  Bounty  to 
the  Church. 

We  thought  we  could  not  better  confult 
Your  Majefty’s  Honour,  nor  anfwer  the  Ends 
of  our  Eftabliftunent  and  Truft,  than  by 
finding  out  fome  Expedient  for  the  prefent 
Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  Pooreft  of  the  Cler¬ 
gy  and  perceiving  that  the  Revenue,  and 
the  Debts,  and  Incumbrances  thereupon, 
bore  fo  near  a  Proportion  to  each  other,  that 
little  or  nothing  could  be  fpared  from  thence 
to  be  diftributed  among  the  Incumbents  of 
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the  fmalleft  Livings  }  the  only  Method  re¬ 
maining  was,  by  way  Augmentation,  to  dis¬ 
charge  all  Livings  of  fuch  a  Value,  from  the 
Payment  of  Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths,  and 
all  Arrears  thereof  for  ever*,  and  accor¬ 
dingly  we  mo  ft  humbly  applied  for,  and 
obtained  Your  Majefty’s  Gracious  Permiffion, 
to  bring  into  Parliament  a  Bill  or  Bills,  for 
the  Discharging  Small  Livings  from  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  Tenths  and  Firft  Fruits,  and  this 
has  been  the  Work  of  two  or  three  Winters 
laft  pa  ft  :  And  we  find  that  out  of  near 
ioooo  Benefices  in  England  and  Wales ,  about 
4000  are  now  difcharged,  by  Virtue  of  the 
late  Act  of  Parliament  made  for  that  Pur¬ 
pose,  and  that  in  Confequence  of  the  faid 
Difcharge,  the  yearly  Revenue  of  Tenths 
only,  which  before  did  amount  to  about 
12500/*  is  now  Sunk  to  about  9500/.  and 
the  Revenue  of  Firft  Fruits  is  alfo  fallen 
proportionably  to  the  Number  of  Livings 
return’d  to  be  under  the  improved  yearly 
Value  of  5 o/.  and  to  the  End  that  we 
might  render  the  remaining  Part  of  Your 
Majefty’s  Bounty  as  effectual  as  pofilble, 
for  Your  mo  ft  Gracious  Purpofes,  we  have 
frequently  ordered  Profecutions  in  Your 
Majefty’s  Court  of  Exchequer ,  againft  all 
Perfons  whatfoever,  that  are  in  Arrear 
for  their  Firft  Fruits  or  Tenths,  and  feve- 
ralare  now  adually  under  Profecutions ;  but 
it  having  been  reprefented  to  us  by  the  Of¬ 
ficers  of  Your  Majefty’s  Exchequer ,  that  they 
could  not  fend  out  frocefs  againft  the  In¬ 
cumbents 
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cnmbents  of  any  Livings,  till  they  had  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  the  Bifhop’s  Returns,  which 
were  chargeable,  and  which  not*,  nor  could 
the  Biffiops  execute  fuch  Procefs,  till  new 
Books  of  Tenths  were  made,  and  new  Rolls 
of  Livings  chargeable  with  Tenths  Pent  down 
to  them  :  We  defired  the  Barons  of  Your 
Majefty’s  Exchequer ,  to  give  the  neceffary 
Orders  to  the  Officers  of  the  Firft  Fruits,  to 
prepare  a  new  Book  of  Tenths,  which  has 
been  the  whole  Budnefs  of  the  laft  Year  7 
and  till  that  was  done,  we  have  been  ob¬ 
liged  to  flop  Procefs  againft  all  Incumbents 
of  Livings  with  Cure  of  Souls  ,  but  we  have 
actually  profecuted  and  recovered  feveral 
Sums  of  Money  from  feveral  Dignitaries  of 
the  Church,  or  their  Executors. 

We  have  alfo  from  time  to  time  received 
feveral  Propofals,  for  the  improving  and 
rendring  more  effectual  Your  Majefty’s  great 
Charity  to  the  Clergy,  and  the  fame  are 
now  under  Confideration :  But  upon  this 
Occafion  we  humbly  beg  Leave  to  rcprefenc 
to  Your  Majefty,  that  the  Obligation  we 
lie  under  by  our  Conftitution,  of  holding  no 
Court  without  the  Affiftance  of  a  Bifnop,  a 
Privy- Coun  fell  or,  and  a  Judge,  or  Queen’s 
Council,  has  fo  often  put  a  flop  to  our  doing 
any  Bufinefs,  either  in  Winter ,  when  Your 
Majefty’s  Service  in  Parliament,  Councils,  or 
Courts  of  Juftice,  requires  their  Attendance  7 
or  in  Summer ,  when  the  Lords  the  Biffiops 
are  vifiting  their  refpeftive  Diocefes,  and 
the  Judges  in  their  Circuits,  and  Your  Ma¬ 
jefty’s 
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jelly’s  Court  and  Council  removed  from 
Town :  That  we  mo  ft  earneftly  befeech  Your 
Majefty  to  allow  us  to  confider  of,  and  pro¬ 
pose  to  Your  Majefty  fome  proper  Methods 
to  obviate  thofe,  and  other  Inconveniencies 
of  our  prefent  Conftitution. 


January  19. 


17& 


By  Order  of  the  GovernourSj 


John  Chamberlayne, 

Secretary , 


eai# 


Numb.  VIII. 

Rules  and  Orders  for  the  Augmentation  of 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor  Clergy  9&  c. 
ratified  and  confirmed  hy  Her  May e fly  9 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great-Britain3 
the  5 th  of  March,  1713-14. 

I.  P-'jT"*  HAT  the  Augmentations  to  be 
B  made  by  the  faid  Corporation , 
JL  fhall  be  by  the  Way  of  Purehafe^ 
and  not  by  the  Way  of  Penfion. 

II.  That  the  ftated  Sum  to  be  allowed 
to  each  Cure  which  fhall  be  augmented,  be 
200  /.  to  be  inverted  in  a  Purchafe,  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Corporation. 


IIL  That 
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III.  That  the  Governours  fhall  begin  with 
augmenting  thofe  Cures,  that  do  not  exceed 
the  Value  of  io  l.  per  Ann .  and  fhall  aug¬ 
ment  no  other,  till  thofe  have  all  received 
our  Bounty  of  200  /.  except  in  the  Cafes, 
and  according  to  the  Limitations  hereafter 
named. 

IV.  That  in  order  to  encourage  Benefa¬ 
ctions  from  others,  and  thereby  the  fooner 
to  complete  the  Good  that  was  intended  by 
our  Bounty,  the  Governours  may  give  the 
faid  Sum  of  200  L  to  Cures  not  exceeding 
3$  /.  per  Annum ,  where  any  Perfons  will 
give  the  fame,  or  greater  Sum  or  Value,  in 
Lands  or  Tythes. 

V.  That  the  Governours  fhall  every  Year, 
between  Chriflmas  and  Eafier ,  caufe  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  what  Money  they  have  to  diftri- 
bute  that  Year  to  be  audited  }  and  when 
they  know  the  Sum,  publick  Notice  fhall 
be  given  in  the  Gazette,  or  fuch  other  Way 
as  fhall  be  judged  proper,  that  they  have 
fuch  a  Sum  to  diftribute  in  fo  many  Shares  ^ 
and  that  they  will  be  ready  to  apply  thofe 
Shares  to  fuch  Cures  as  want  the  fame,  and 
are  by  the  Rules  of  the  Corporation  qua¬ 
lified  to  receive  them,  where  any  Perfons 
will  add  the  like  or  greater  Sum  to  it,  or 
the  Value  in  Lands  or  Tythes  for  any  fuch 
particular  Cure. 

VI.  That  if  feveral  Benefactors  offer  them- 
felves,  the  Governours  fhall  firft  comply  with 
thofe  that  offer  molt. 


VII.  Where 
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VII.  Where  the  Sums  offered  by  other 
Benefa&ors  are  equal,  the  Governours  fhall 
always  preferr  the  poorer  Living. 

VIII.  Where  the  Cures  to  be  augmen¬ 
ted  are  of  equal  Value,  and  the  Benefa&i- 
ons  offered  by  others  are  equal,  there  they 
fhall  be  preferred  that  firft  offer. 

IX.  Provided  neverthelefs,  that  the  Pre¬ 
ference  fhall  be  fo  far  given  to  Cures  not 
exceeding  10  l.  per  Annum,  that  the  Gover¬ 
nours  fhall  not  apply  above  One  third  Part 
of  Money  they  have  todiftribute  that  Year, 
to  Cures  exceeding  that  Value. 

X.  Where  the  Governours  have  expe&ed 
till  Michaelmas  what  Benefa&ors  will  offer 
themfelves,  then  no  more  Propofals  fhall  be 
received  for  that  Year  *,  but  if  any  Money 
remain  after  that  to  be  difpofed  of ,  in  the 
firft  place,  two  or  more  of  the  Cures  in 
the  Gift  of  the  Crown,  not  exceeding  io/. 
per  Ann,  fhall  be  chofen  by  Lot,  to  be  aug¬ 
mented  preferably  to  all  others :  The  pre- 
cife  Number  of  thefe  to  be  fettled  by  a 
General  Court,  when  an  exad  Lift  of  them 
fhall  be  brought  in  to  the  Governours. 

XI.  As  for  what  fhall  remain  of  the  Money 
to  be  difpofed  of  after  that,  a  Lift  fhall  be 
taken  of  all  the  Cures  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  not  exceeding  io  L  per  Annum,  and 
fo  many  of  them  be  chofen  by  Lot,  as  there 
fhall  remain  Sums  of  200  /.  for  their  Aug¬ 
mentation. 

1 

XII.  When  all  the  Cures  not  exceeding 
10  /.  per  Annum ,  fhall  be  fo  augmented,  the 

Governours 
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Governours  fhall  then  proceed  to  augment 
thofe  of  greater  Value,  according  to  fuch 
Rules  as  fhall  at  any  Time  hereafter  be  pro¬ 
posed  by  them,  and  approved  by  Us,  our 
Heirs  or  SuccefTors  under  our  or  their  Great 
Seal.  / 

XIII.  That  all  charitable  Gifts,  in  real 
or  perfonal  Eftates,  made  to  the  Corpora-* 
tion,  fhall  be  llridly  applyed,  according  to 
the  ^particular  Direction  of  the  Donor  or 
Donors  thereof,  where  the  Donor  fhall 
give  particular  Dire&ions  for  the  Difpofl- 
tion  thereof :  And  where  the  Gift  fhall  be 
generally  to  the  Corporation,  without  any 
fuch  particular  Direction,  the  fame  fhall  be 
applyed,  as  the  reft  of  the  Fund  or  Stock 
of  the  Corporation  is  to  be  applyed. 

XIV.  That  a  Book  fhall  be  kept,  where¬ 
in  fhall  be  entred  all  the  Subfcriptions,  Con¬ 
tributions,  Gifts,  Devices,  or  Appointments, 
made  or  given  of  any  Moneys,  or  of  any 
real  or  perfonal  Eftate  whatsoever,  to  the 
Charity  mentioned  in  the  Charter,  and  the 
Names  of  the  Donors  thereof,  with  the 
Particulars  of  the  Matters  fo  given  \  the 
fame  Book  to  be  kept  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Corporation. 

XV.  That  a  Memorial  of  the  Benefa&ions 
and  Augmentations  made  to  each  Cure,  fhall, 
at  the  Charge  of  the  Corporation,  be  fet  up 
in  Writing  on  a  Stone,  to  be  fixed  in  the 
Church  of  the  Cure  fo  to  be  increafed,  there 
to  remain  in  perpetual  Memory  thereof. 

C  c 
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XVI.  When  the  Treafurer  lhall  have  re¬ 
ceived  any  Sum  of  Money  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Corporation,  he  fhall,  at  the  next  Ge¬ 
neral  Court  to  be  holden  after  fuch  Receipt, 
lay  an  Account  thereof  before  the  Gover- 
nours,  who  may  order  and  dired  the  fame 
to  be  placed  out  for  the  Improvement  there¬ 
of,  upon  fome  publick  Fund,  or  other  Secu¬ 
rity,  till  they  have  an  Opportunity  of  lay¬ 
ing  it  out  in  proper  Purchafes  for  the  Aug¬ 
mentation  of  Cures. 

XVII.  That  the  Treafurer  do  account  an¬ 
nually  before  fuch  a  Committee  of  the  Go- 
vernours,  as  (hall  be  appointed  by  a  General 
Court  of  the  laid  Corporation,  who  fhall  au¬ 
dit  and  ftate  the  fame  *,  and  the  faid  Ac¬ 
count  fhall  be  entred  in  a  Book  to  be  kept 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  fhall  be  laid  before 
the  next  General  Court  after  fuch  Stating  ; 
the  fame  to  be  there  re-examined  and  de¬ 
termined. 

XVIII.  The  Perfons  whofe  Cures  fhall  be 
augmented,  fhall  pay  no  manner  of  Fee  or 
Gratification  to  any  of  the  Officers  or  Ser¬ 
vants  of  this  Corporation. 


Numb* 
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Whitehall,  Aprils.  1714. 

Forms  of  Propofols  for  augmenting  fmatt 

Livings,  &c. 

'v- 

TH  E  Governours  of  The  Bounty  of 
Queen  ANNE,  &c.  having  lately 
given  Notice,  that  they  have  a  con* 
Kiderable  Sum  of  Money  ready  to  be  diftri- 
bmed  in  the  Augmentation  of  poor  Cures5 
&c.  do  hereby  further  advertife,  That  they 
will  now  receive  Propofals  from  all  fuch  Per- 
Tons  as  defire  to  join  with  them  in  aug¬ 
menting,  &c.  and  that  the  Propofals  muft 
be  made  in  the  following  Manner. 

In  Cafe  of  a  Propofal  of  Money  • 

i*  A  D  of  M.  in  the  County  of  IT.  [(^) 
Dm  Gentf\  propofeth  and  promifeth 
to  the  Governours  of  The  Bounty 
°f  Queen  ANNE,  for  the  Augmentation  of 
the  Afamtenance  of  the  poor  Clergy ,  to  advance 
and  pay  the  Sum  of  £  (J?)  200/.]  fo  foon 
as  the  Paid  Governours  {hall  order  the  Sum 
of  200  /.  out  of  their  Revenue  to  be  added 
thereto,  to  be  laid  out  for  a  perpetual  Aug- 

(a)  If  a  Gent .  fay  Gent,  if  of  ctjoer  Condition  ^  ex f  refs 
ft  as  it  is. 

(b)  The  Sum  mu (l  not  be  lefs  than  100  1.  if  move*, 
exprefs  it. 

C  c  2  mentation 
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mentation  of  the  [  (<0  ReClory  of  C.  in 
the  County  of  X>.  and  Diocefe  of  2%  In 
Witnefs  whereof,  he  hath  hereunto  fet  his 
Hand  and  Seal,  the  Day  of 

Sealed  and  delivered 
in  Vre fence  of 

(c)  Where  * tis  a  ReBory,  fay ,  as  above,  the  [  Re¬ 
ttery  ]  of  C.  in  the  County  of  D.  and  Diocefe  of  E. 

Where  His  a  Vicarage,  fay,  the  i  Vicarage  ]  of  C. 
in  the  County  of  D.  and  Diocefe  of  E. 

Where  His  a  Curacy,  fay,  the  L  Curacy  of;  the  Chapel 
of  F*  in.  the  Parifli  3  °f  C.  in  the  County  of  D*  and 
Diocefe  of  E. 

Upon  Receipt  of  the  Money ,  the  Cover - 
nours  (hall  give  the  BenefaUor  an  In- 
jlrument  under  their  Common  Seal7  in 
this  Form . 

TH  E  G  over  nours  of  the  Bounty  of  Queen 
ANNE,  for  the  Augmentation  of 
the  Maintenance  of  the  poor  Clergy7 
do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  received  of 
A*  B .  of  M.  in  the  County  of  2\T.  [  (a) 
Gent .  ]  the  Sum  of  [  (6)  200  l.  3  and  do 
hereby  promife  to  add  thereto  the  farther 
Sum  of  200  /.  and  to  lay  out  the  whole 
Sum  of  with  all  convenient  Speed, 

in  a  Purchafe  of  Lands,  Tythes,  or  other 
Hereditaments,  to  be  fettled  for  a  perpe¬ 
tual  Augmentation  of  the  [  (c)  Rettory  J 


00  (0  (0  as  More- 


of 
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of  C  in  the  County  of  D.  and  Diocefe  6f 
E  purfuant  to  Her  Majefty’s  Rules,  and 
until  fuch  Purchafe  can  be  made,  will  ap¬ 
ply  the  Profits  to  be  made  thereof,  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  [  {d)  Rett  or  of  the  faid  Church 3 
In  Witnefs,  &c- 

(d)  If  a  ReBory,  fay  as  above,  [  Rcftor  of  the  faid 
Church.] 

If  Vicarage,  fay ,  [  Vicar  of  the  faid  Church.  ] 

If  Curacy,  fay,  [  Curate  of  the  faid  Chapel.  ] 


3; 


In  cafe  of  a  Propofal  of  Lands  or  Tythes 

as  a  Gift. 


II. 


•  '  ,  V*'  IV  o  •  V  :  .  VJT  V* 

of  M.  in  the  County  of 


A.B.  [  (4)  Gent.  ]  propofeth  and 
promifeth  to  the  Governours 
of  The  Bounty  of  Queen  ANNE,  for'  the 
^Augmentation  gf  the  Aiainte nance  of  the  foor 
Ckrgy ,  well  and  fufficiently  to  convey  and 
allure-  or  procure  to  be  conveyed  and  ai- 
fared,  the  [  0)  Tythes  ]  of  G .  in  the  County 
of  H.  of  the  full  Value  of  [  (b)  200/.]  to 
or  for  the  Benefit  of  the  C  (/  )  R^cior  ]  of 

(V)  (b)  as  before.  '  ‘ 

(e)  When  'tis  ‘Tythes,  fay,  as  above,  [Tythes]  of 

Gmen  Land,  fay,  [  a  Meffuage  or  Tenement,  and 
Acres  of  Land,  fituate,  lying,  and  being 

(  f  )  If  it  be  a  ReBoryfay,  as above,  [  ReSor  ]  &c. 

If  a  Vicarage,  fay,  [Vicar}  of  C.  in  the  County  of 
and  Diocefe  of  E.  ~  . 

'  C  c  3  C  in 
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C.  in  the  County  of  2).  and  Diocefe  of  E. 
and  his  SuccelFors,  for  a  perpetual  Aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  faid  [  (g)  Rettery  ]  in  fuch 
Manner  as  the  faid  Governours  lhaH,  order, 
and  their  Council  (hall  advife,  fo  foon  as  the 
faid  Governours  (hall  order  the  Sum  of  200  /. 
Out  of  their  Revenue,  to  be  laid  out  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  perpetual  Augmentation  of  the  faid 
L  (g)  Rettory.  3  In  Witnefs,  &c. 

If*  Curacy,  fay,  [  Curate  of  the  Chapel  of  F.  in  the 
1  a5lfn  3  < >jf  C.  in  the  County  ofD.  and  Diocefe  of  E. 

(g)  \f  it  be  a  ReSory,  fay,  [  Redory.  ] 

If  a  Vicarage ,  fay,  [  Vicarage.  ] 

If  a  Curacy ?  fay ,  [  Curacy.  ] 

v  i  ■  -**  k  '  •  ‘  1  .•  *  -  4. 

%)pan  fuch  Conveyance  made ,  the  Gover - 
nours  fhall  give  the  Bene  faff  or  an  In* 
fir u went  under  their  Common  Seal  to 
;  this  Effbff. 

■  :  P-;  \  * 

TH  E  Governours  of  The  Bounty  of 
Queen  A  N  E,  for  the  Augmenta - 
tion  of  the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor 
Clergy,  in  ConiTderation  of  a  Benefaftion  in 
L  (0  Tythes  ]  made  by  A.  Be  of  M.  in  the 
County  of  N-  [  ( a )  GentfJ  do  hereby  pro- 
mife  to  lay  out  the  Sum  of  200  /.  with  all* 
Convenient  Speed,  in  a  Purchafe  of  Lands, 
Tythes,  or  other  Hereditaments,  to  be  fet- 
tlec  for  a  further  perpetual  Augmentation  of 
We  L  if)  Retlory  j  of  C.  in  the  County  of 

(0  0)  CO  before < 

Dt  and 
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D.  and  Diocefe  of  E.  purfuant  to  Her  Ma- 
iefty’s  Rules,  and  until  fuch  Purchafe  can  be 
made,  will  apply  the  Profits  thereof  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  [  ( [d )  Rett  or  of  the  f aid  Church.  ] 
In  Witnefs,  &c. 

(d)  as  before* 


In  cafe  of  a  Propofal  of  Lands  of  the 
Value  of  above  400  1.  where  the  Party 
is  not  willing  to  give  the  Whole • 

III.  a  /)  of  M-  in  the  County  of  N. 

/I.  D *  [  ( a )  Gent .]  propofeth  and 
promifeth  to  the  Governours 
of  The  Bounty  of  Oueen  ANNE,  for  the 
Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor 
Clerty,  well  and  fufficiently  to  convey  and 
allure,  or  procure  to  be  conveyed  and  af- 
fured,  the  [(e)  Tythes 3  of  G .  in  the  County 
of  H .  of  the  full  Value  of  [(h)  400  1. ]  and 
upwards,  to,  or  tor  the  XJfe  and  Benefit  of 
the  [(f)  Rettor  ]  of  C.  in  the  County  of  D. 
and  Diocefe  of  E.  and  his  Succelfors,  for  a 
perpetual  Augmentation  of  the  laid  L(s) 
Rettory'}  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  faid  Gover¬ 
nours  fhall  order,  and  their  Council  lhall  ad- 
vile.  They,  the  laid  Governours,  paying 

Ci')  ("el  (f )  ( S')  as  before. 

fh)  400  l.  Value  is  the  haft  for  which  the  Gover¬ 
nors  are  entitled  to  pay  »oo  I.  if  the  Value  be  more,  ex- 

11 '  C  c  4  unto 
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unto  the  laid  A*  B •  or  his  Order,  upon  Exe¬ 
cution  of  the  faid  Conveyances,  the  Sura 
of  200  1.  In  Witnefs,  &c . 

N-  B.  The  PROPOSALS  muft  be 
on  Stampt-Paper,  and  executed  in  the 
Tre fence  of  the  Tar  [on  and  Church- 
Wardens  of  the  Tarifh ,  or  Two  of  t  hew. 


Numb.  X. 

Her  M  A  J  ES  T  Y’s  moft  Gracious  Letter 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord- 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal. 

To  Our  Right  Trufly  and  Well-beloved  Counfellor , 
Simon  Lord  Harcourt,  Our  Keefer  of  Our 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain. 

ANNE  R. 

RIGHT  Trufty  and  Well-beloved 
Counfellor,  We  Greet  you  w ell 
Whereas,  fince  Our  Acceffion  to  the 
Throne  ofOurAnceftors,  We  have  iffiied  Our 
feveral  Proclamations,  ftridly  enjoining  and 
requiring  all  Our  Officers  and  Minifters  to 
execute,  with  the  utmoft  Diligence  and  Vi¬ 
gour,  thole  good  and  wholfome  Laws,  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  made  for  the 
Preventing  and  Puniffiing  of  Vice,  Prophane- 
nefs  and  Immorality  5  and  whereas,  to  Our 
Great  Grief,  We  are  informed,  That  not- 

withftandiog 
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withftanding  thofe  Our  repeated  Commands, 
thofe  Laws  have  not  been  duly  executed  ac¬ 
cording  to  Our  earneft  Delire,  and  juft  Ex¬ 
pedition  :  Wemoft  ferioufly  and  religioufly 
confidering  that  it  is  Our  indifpenfable  Duty 
to  exercife  that  Authority,  wherewith  God 
has  entrufted  Us,  for  the  Supprefllon  of  thofe 
Vices,  which  are  fo  highly  Difpleafing  to 
Him  *,  and  reflecting  at  the  fame  time,  with 
all  Humility  and  Gratitude,  upon  the  many 
and  lignal  Blefiings  which  God  hath  poured 
down  upon  Us,  and  Our  People,  through 
the  whole  Courfe  of  Our  Reign,  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  which  Mercies  We  cannot  exped, 
unlefs  by  Our  Authority  a  timely  Check  be 
put  to  thofe  crying  Sins,  which  may  juftly 
draw  down  the  Divine  Vengeance  on  Us 
and  Our  Kingdoms  •,  That  we  may  not  be 
wanting  in  Our  Duty  to  God,  by  whom  We 
reign,  nor  in  Our  AfFedion  to  Our  People, 
to  whom  We  wifh  all  Happinefs  and  Prospe¬ 
rity  •,  We  have  thought  fit,  by  thefe  Pre- 
fents,  to  fignify  unto  you  Our  Royal  Will 
and  Pleafure,  and  We  do  hereby  renew  Our 
exprefs  Commands,  That  the  moft  proper  and 
effectual  Methods  he  tahn  for  the  Svppreffton 
of  yice,  by  a  faithful  and  impartial  Execution 
of  all  Our  Laws  which  are  now  in  Force ,  4- 
gainft  Ir religion,,  Blafphemy ,  prophane  Curfing 
and  Swearing ,  Trophanation  of  the  Lord's  Day , 
exceffve  Drinhng, ,  Gaming ,  Lewdnefs ,  and  all 
other  diffolute ,  imtnoral  and  diforderly  Frafflir 
ces ;  and  to  this  End,  We  require  that  all 
Gonftables,  Headboroughs,  and  all  other 

Officers 
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Officers  whatfoever,  be  encouraged  to  do 
their  Part  in  their  feverai  Stations,  by  time¬ 
ly  and  impartial  Informations  and  Profecu- 
tions  againft  Offenders. 

That  hearty  Zeal,  and  juft  Indignation, 
which  all  Our  good  Subjects  from  all  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom,  have  expreffed  againft  the 
Authors,  Spreaders  and  Abetters  of  loofe, 
wicked  and  atheiftical  Principles,  give  Us 
Reafon  to  hope,  that  Our  Publick  Officers 
and  Magiftrates  will  fhew  the  like  Abhor¬ 
rence  and  Deteftation  of  ail  impious,  immo¬ 
ral,  and  lewd  Practices,  by  a  careful  Avoid¬ 
ance  of  them  in  their  own  Perfons,  and  by  a 
due  Correction  of  all  fuch  Offences  in  others* 
And  we  do  at  this  fpecial  juncture,  the 
more  willingly  repeat  Our  former  Com¬ 
mands  for  putting  the  Laws  ftriCtiy  in  Exe¬ 
cution,  becaufe  We  promife  Ourfelves  a  rea¬ 
dy  and  dutiful  Compliance  therewith,  from 
thofe  who  have  given  Us  many  and  frefh 
Aflurances  of  their  Affection  to  Our  Perfon 
and  Government,  and  who  cannot  do  Us 
a  more  acceptable  Service,  or  better  teftify 
their  Loyalty  to  us,  than  by  aflifting  Us  in 
the  Advancement  of  yertue^  and  the  Sup f ref* 
fion  of  Vice.  And  as  thefe  Things  do  fall 
more  immediately  under  the  Cognizance  of 
Our  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  who  by  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  their  Office,  and  theTolemn  Oaths 
they  have  taken,  are  under  the  ft rideft  Ob¬ 
ligations  to  promote  Religion  and  Good- 
Manners,  and  punilh  all  diforderly  Practi¬ 
ces  j  Our  Will  and  Pleafure  is,  that  you 

tranfmit 
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tranfmit  Copies  of  thefe  Our  Letters,  to 
the  Cuftodes  Rotulorum  of  the  feveral  Coun¬ 
ties  of  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England ,  and  of  the  Dominion  of  Wales^ 
to  be  read  publickly  at  their  next  General 
Quarter-Seflions  j  and  fb  We  bid  you  hearti¬ 
ly  Farewell. 

Given  at  Our  Caftle  o/Windfor,  the  Twenty 
Second  of  O&ober,  1 7 1 1 .  in  the  Tenth 
Tear  of  Our  Reign • 

By  Her  Majefty’s  Command, 

DARTMOUTH. 


Numb.  XI. 

Her  MAJESTY’S  moft  Gracious 
LETTER  to  the  Archbi&op  of 
Canterbury ,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  Bifhops  of  his  Province. 

To  the  mofi  Reverend  Father  in  God ,  Our 
Trufiy  and  Right  Entirely  Beloved  CounfeUor , 
Thomas  Lord  Archbijhop  of  Canterbury, 
Trimate  of  <*//  England,  and  Metropolitan* 

A  N  N  E  R. 

MOST  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
Our  Right  Trufty  and  Right  En¬ 
tirely  Beloved  Counfellor,  We 
greet  you  well :  Altho’  from  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  Our  Reign,  Our  earnelt  Defire 

hath 
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hath  been  to  employ  the  Authority  given 
Us  by  Almighty  GOD,  in  Maintaining 
the  Purity  and  Power  of  His  Holy  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  in  repreffing  all  fuch  Do&rines 
and  Pradices  as  are  contrary  thereunto  • 
yet*  to  Our  exceeding  Grief,  We  have  un- 
derftood,  not  only,  that  Loofenefs  and  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  Manners,  and  a  Negled  of  all 
wholfome  Difcipline,  have  of  late  great¬ 
ly  prevailed  in  this  Our  Kingdom  5  But 
alfo,  that  uncommon  Induftry  hath  been 
ufed  by  Men  averfe  to  all  Religion  and 
Goodpefs.,  and,  as  We  have  juft  Ground 
to  believe,  ili-affe&ed  towards  Our  State, 
in  venting  and  fpreading  fuch  Principles, 
as  tend  to  undermine  the  Chriftian  Faith, 
to  overthrow  all  Vertue  and  Order  among 
Men,  and  to  diflblve  the  Bands  of  Civil 
Government. 

Wherefore,  Our  Will  and  Pleafure  is, 
and  We  do  by  thefe  Letters  ftri&ly  charge 
and  require  you,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  to 
Him,  by  whom  both  We  and  you  are  £0  be 
judged,  That  you  be  aflifting  to  Us,  in  put¬ 
ting  a  tirnely  Stop  to  the  further  Growth  of 
Infidelity  arid Ptophanenefs, and  in  promoting 
and  encouraging  Piety  among  Our  Subje&s, 
by  fuch  Means  as  you  fhall  judge  to  be  molt 
Effe&ual  for  thefe  Purpofes,  and  particular¬ 
ly  by  Enforcing,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  a  due 
Obfervatioa  of  all  fuch  Ecclefiaftical  Laws 
and  Canons  as  have  been  hitherto  provided 
for  the  well-governing  of  the  Church,  and 
the  Furtherance  of  Godly  Living. 


To 
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To  this  End,  We  do  iikewife  enjoyn  and 
require  you  to  exhort  the  Clergy  of  your  Dio- 
cefe  to  watch  diligently  over  their  Flocks, 
to  be  exemplary  in  their  Lives,  to  frame 
their  Publick  Difcourfes  to  the  People  upon 
fuch  Subjefts  as  tend  molt  to  Edification,  and 
particularly  to  be  very  careful  and  conflant 
in  Catechizing  thofe  of  the  younger  Sort, 
and  in  Preparing  them,  as  foon  as  they  come 
to  a  fit  Age,  for  Confirmation,  and  the  wor- 
thyReceiving  of  the  Holy  Communion :  And 
if  any  of  the  Clergy  under  your  Care  fhall  be 
found  negligent  and  remifs  in  Difcharging 
thefe,  or  any  other  Duties  of  their  Sacred 
Calling,  or  fliall,  by  a  diforderly  Converfa- 
tion,  or  by  any  Behaviour  unbecoming  their 
Holy  Fundion,  lefien  the  good  Effeds  of 
their  Miniftry  \  We  command,  That  by  Ad¬ 
monition,  Cenfure,  or  otherwife,  as  the  Cafe 
fliall  deferve,  you  endeavour  to  reform  all 
fuch  Neglcds  and  Abufes,  and  by  that  Means 
reprefs  the  Scandal  and  Mifchief  which  the 
Church  of  God  might  fuffer  thereby. 

And  forafmuch  as  the  Pious  Inftrudion 
and  Education  of  Children,  is  the  fureft  way 
of  preferving  and  propagating  the  Know* 
ledge  and  Pradice  of  true  Religion,  it  hath 
been  very  acceptable  to  Us  to  hear,  That 
for  the  attaining  thefe  good  Ends,  many 
Charity-Schools  are  now  erected  throughout 
this  Kingdom,  by  the  liberal  Contributions 
of  Our  good  Subjeds  *,  We  do  therefore  ear- 
neftly  recommend  it  to  you,  by  all  proper 
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Ways,  to  encourage  and  promote  fo  Excel¬ 
lent  a  Work,  and  to  countenance  and  affift 
the  Perfons  principally  concerned  in  it,  as 
they  fliall  always  be  fure  of  Our  Protection 
and  Favour. 

We  hope,  and  We  expeft  it  from  you. 
That  as  often  as  you  are  required  thereunto 
by  Law,  and  are  not  lett  and  hindred  by 
fome  juft  and  reafonable  Caufe,  you  will  vi- 
fit  your  Diocefe  in  Perfon  ^  by  which  means 
you  will  be  more  fully  and  certainly  inform- 
ed  of  all  fuch  Matters  belonging  to  your 
Charge,  as  may  want  your  Direction  and 
Redrefs,  or  may  be  fit  for  Our  Royal  Cog¬ 
nizance  and  Interpofition,  if  need  fhall  fo 
require:  And  we  will,  That  at  all  Times,  as 
well  as  at  your  ufual  Vifitations,  you  lay 
hold  of  all  Opportunities  to  confirm  fuch  as 
are  duly  qualified. 

We  do  moreover  think  proper  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  you.  That  before  the  next  Sitting  of 
Convocation,  you  would  carefully  confider 
what  Defefts  there  are  in  the  prefent  Difci- 
pline  of  the  Church,  and  what  further  Pro- 
vifion  may  be  requifite  towards  removing 
Jhem,  that  when  the  Convocation  afiembles, 
fkch  Orders  and  Conftitutions  as  are  want¬ 
ing,  may,  upon  due  Deliberation,  be  pre¬ 
pared  and  laid  before  Us  for  Our  Content, 
which  We  fhall  always  readily  impart  to 
whatever  We  fhall  judge  may  conduce  to  the 
Honour  of  God,  the  Advancement  of  True 
Religion,  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Eftabliftfd 
Church  :  Thefe  being  the  great  Ends  which 

We 
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We  have  moft  at  Heart,  and  by  the  pro¬ 
moting  of  which  We  chiefly  promife  Our- 
felves  the  Bleffing  of  God  upon  Us  and  Our 
People. 

Our  Will  is,  That  you  forthwith  tranfmit 
Copies  of  thefe  Our  Letters  to  all  the  Suffra¬ 
gans  of  your  Province :  And  fo,  not  doubting 
of  your  and  their  dutiful  and  ready  Concur¬ 
rence  with  Us  in  thefe  Ouf  Royal  Purpofes, 
We  bid  you  heartily  Farewell. 

Given  at  Our  Cafile  of  Windfor,  the  loth 
Bay  of  Auguft,  171 1.  in  the  Tenth  Tear 
of  Our  Feign . 

By  Her  Majefty’s  Command, 

DARTMOVTH. 


^  •  '  '  ‘  *  *  ‘■j 
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Numb.  XII. 


0/  the  Progrefs  of  the  Charity- 
May  1704.  inclufim. 


Year 

t  ■  v  , 

The  Names  of  the  Anniverfary 
Preachers. 

1704 

Dr.  Willis,  Dean  of  Lincoln. 

1705 

Dr .  Stanhope,  Dean  ^/Canterbury. 

170  6 

Dr.  Kennet,  Dean  of  Peterborough. 

1707 

Dr .  Gaftrell,  Canon  of  Chrift-Church 

1708 

Dr.  Mofs,  Chaplain  to  Her  Majefiy. 

1709 

Dr  .Bradford,  Chaplain  to  Her  Majefiy. 

2710 

Dr.  Smalridge,  Dean  of  Garlifle. 

17*1 

Dr.  Snape,  Chaplain  to  Her  Majefiy. 

2712 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Willoughby. 

1713 

The  Rt. Reverend  the  Bijhop  of  Chefter. 

1714 

The  Rt,  Reverend  the  Bp.  of  London. 

Numb* 


/"* 
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Numb.  XII. 

Schools  in  and  about  London,  fince 


In- of 

N°  of 

Tot.  of  Ho  of  B. 

Mo  of 

Total 

N°  ofj 
Schools 

Boys 

taught. 

Girls 

taught. 

Chil¬ 

dren. 

appren- 

fromthe 

Girls 

appren¬ 

tic’d. 

of  Ap¬ 
pren¬ 
tices, 

t  • 

begin. 

i. 

Qpc. 

■  Pc. 

\>  . '  A 

54 

138  6 

r  ,r 

745 

21 3  I 

30  6 

75 

3  Si 

p 

I462 

■-775 

2237 

401 

13^ 

, 

537 

H 

1573 

9'5 

2488 

685 

200 

■885 

6p 

1802 

101 1 

2813 

l6i 

245 

w  r  «  ^ 

1C07 

74 

'944 

v 

1064 

.1  / 

3008 

8  96 

T 

351 

0  ;t  ? 

1247 

-rs  •  ?-» 

SB 

21  Si 

( 

1221 

34°2 

963 

405 

V' 

\  "J  \  - 

I  368 

O,-  t 

100 

2480 

1331 

381  I 

1 1 18 

457 

'585 

1 12 

27  99 

1490 

4289 

1 180 

5'4 

1694 

ill 

a 

3025 

1  <503 

4628 

1 379 

637 

^  I 

ioi8 

1 1 4 

v>  1 

1696 

01 

47S2 

1529 

Y 

111 

X  \  i, 

2250 

1 17 

3077 

1741 

4818 

1650 

824 

2474 

D  d  IMurab* 
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Numb.  XIII. 

A  new  of  the  Number  of  the  Poor 
Children,  and  other  People  maintain¬ 
ed  and  relieved  in  the  feveral  Hofpu 
tals  i>tf  and  about  London,  fence 
Eafter  1704.  inclu five. 


I.  ChriflV  Hoff ital. 


N»  of 

Number  of 

N°  of 

Year 

Childr. 

Appre 

Ed.  VI. 

ntices. 
Chi.  TT. 

Burials 

3704 

638 

23 

5 

6 

1705 

699 

35 

n 

a> 

10 

1706 

814 

26 

9 

9 

1707 

901 

58 

11 

9 

3708 

917 

77 

12 

IX 

3709 

950 

70 

9 

13 

1710 

00 

0- 

f*  ■ 

110 

9 

5 

17x1 

871 

XI$ 

10 

XX 

1712 

697 

169 

10 

14 

1713 

■>85 

99 

10 

8 

1754 

587 

99 

*•/  *■  'i 

10 

7 
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II.  St.  Bartholomew’*  Hofpital . 


Year. 

N°  of 
Perfons 
under 
Cure. 

N®  of 
cured 
anddif- 
charg’d 

N°  of 
Burials 

1704 

363 

2264 

165 

1705 

373 

2274 

166 

170  6 

370 

2281 

147 

1707 

371 

2293 

?4* 

1708 

376 

2297 

135 

1709 

373 

2399 

XOI 

J710 

373 

2395 

139 

1711 

366 

2397 

118 

1712 

375 

2443 

103 

1713 

308 

245 1 

13$ 

1714 

4ii 

2499 

125 
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HI.  St.  Thomas’*  Hofpital. 


Year. 

Perfons 

under 

Cure. 

Cured 
and  dif- 
charg'd 

N°  of 
Burials 

■  ~l~‘ 

1704 

354 

2877 

I78 

1705 

343 

2638 

l53 

1706 

359 

2592 

X26 

1707 

362 

2820 

174 

1708 

3  66 

2725 

133 

'7G9 

372 

2684 

174 

1710 

432 

2709 

171 

I7II 

455- 

2900 

1 8$ 

171  2 

498 

3266 

187 

X7I3 

556 

3399  j 

176 

1714 

550 

3481  1 

204 
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IV.  Bethlehem  Hoff  it  d. 


Year.  J 

Admit- 

Cu- 

Bu-  | 

Under 

ted. 

red. 

i 

riedU 

.  Cure. 

t  4J 

1704 

64 

50 , 

20 

130 

1705 

72 

33 

29 

137 

148 

1706 

72  r.;. 

52 

1707 

82 

59 

24 

.142 

1708 

89;  ■; 

62 

23 

146 

137 

1709 

107 

87 

,  29j 

1710 

89 

79 

20. 

,  125 

1711 

92 

72 

14 

130 

1712 

87 

89 ) . . 

75 

l6; 

126 

3713 

73 

13- 

16 

2 

129 

1714 

74/ 

1 

119 

V  ■ 

V.  Bridewell  Hoff  ltd. 


Ap- 

Va- 

Ap- 

Va- 

Year 

pren- 

grants. 

Year 

pren- 

grants. 

tices. 

' 

tices. 

;■  4 

1704 

1 18 

;.r_i ) 

441 

• 

< 

1710 

120 

250 

1704 

132 

366 

1711 

114 

336 

17c  6 

133 

iji 

j 

1712 

I06 

355 

1707 

138 

279 

i 

1713 

IOO 

322 

1708 

138  ; 

290 

\ 

f 

1714 

97 

33  2 

• 

1709 

130 

201 

Befides 

convicted  Per 

Ions  lent  hither. 


Numb, 
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Numb.  XIV. 

A  PROPOSAL  for  a  Charity-School 
for  the  Black-Guard  Boys . 

WHEREAS  the  Charity  -  Schools 
erected  in  the  feverai  Parts  of 
this  Kingdom,  have  abundantly 
improv’d  the  Morals  of  Poor  Children  edu¬ 
cated  in  them  to  the  Honour  of  God,  and 
the  Benefit  of  the  Nation.  And  whereas 
the  Children  commonly  call’d,  Black-Guard 
Boysr  are  deftitute  of  all  manner  of  Provi- 
fion  for  Inftru&ion,  tending  either  to  the 
Good  of  their  Souls  or  Bodies,  fo  that  they 
are  not  only  a  Scandal  to  the  Country  they 
live  in,  but  a  Difgrace  to  Humane  Nature. 
And  whereas  a  School  might  be  form’d  un* 
der  fuch  Regulations,  as'  would  make  them 
more  ufeful  in  their  little  Stations,  as  w^ll 
as  lefs  wicked  and  profane  : 

WE  whofe  Names  are  underwritten, 
do  hereby  agree  to  pay  yearly,  at 
Two  equal  Payments,  >/*,.  at  Michaelmas 
and  Lady- Day ,  (during  Pleafure)  the  feve¬ 
rai  Sums  of  Money  againft  our  Names  re- 
fpe&ively ,  fubfcribed  towards  Petting  up 
of  a  Charity-School  in  fuch  Place  as  fhall 
be  thought  moft  proper  for  Teaching  the 
Black-Guard  Boys  to  read,  and  inlfrudfing 
them  in  the  Knowledge  and  Pra&ice  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  as  profeffed  and  taught 

D  d  3  ^  W 
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in  the  Church  of  England ,  and  fuch  other 
Things  as  are  fuitabie  to  their  Condition 
and  Capacity. 


An  Eftimate  of  the  Charge  of  Supporting 
a  Charity-School  for  Black- Guard 
B°y  Sjfuppoftng  there  he  in  Number  30. 

I •  s  *  d. 

THE  Mailer’s  Salary,  per  Ann.  30  00  00 
For  Two  Chaldrons  and? 
half  of  Coals,  —  — °3  1 5 

Books,  Paper,  Quills,  and  Ink,! 

per  Arm.—  _  J  40  00  ©o 

Rent  of  a  Houfe,  per  Ann .  — —  1 5  00  ©o 


52  15  00 

For  thirty  Frocks,  at  3  *•  each,—  04  10  00 
For  thirty  Caps,  at  10  each,—  01  05  go 
For  thirty  Pair  of  Hofe,  at  8  d.  1 

each  Pair,  — — —  j  01  00  00 

For  thirty  Pair  of  Shoes,  at  2  03  ©o  00 

For  thirty  Pair  of  Buckles,  at  1  d.  00  02  06* 
For  thirty  Waflcoats  of  llrong  7 

. Cloth  lin’d, at  3  s.6d.S°$  °S  °° 
For  thirty  Pair  of  Breeches  of? 

Leather  or  Cloth,  lin’d,  r  03  15  00 
at  is.  6  d _ _ _ 

For  lixty  Shirts,  at  $d.  each,  —  04  10  o© 


23  07  06 
If 
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If  the  Subfcriptions  will  amount 
to  fo  much,  a  Half-penny 
Loaf  of  Bread  may  be  al¬ 
low’d  to  each  Boy  at  Noon,  /•  d. 
that  comes  to  School,  Tea-  Yu  16  03 
fonably  in  the  Morning, 
which,  admitting  there  be 
Thirty,  will  amount  to,  per 
Annum ,  - — - * 

Total  — 9%  18 


Dd  * 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

it 

a 

ti 

a 

it 

it 

it 

u 

a 

u 

it 

it 

a 

<t 

tt 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

it 


Chriftian  Vertues  mutt  be  bulk,  to 
make  them  acceptable  in  the  Sight  of 
God.  And  then  all  this  mu  ft  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  People  in  fo  plain  and  in¬ 
telligible  a  Style,-  that  they  may  eafily 
comprehend  it  ;  and  it  mull  be  ad- 
dreffed  to  them  in  fo  affecting  and 
moving  a  Manner,  that  their  Paffions 
may  be  winged  to  a  vigorous  Pro- 
fecution  of  what  is  taught.  If  I  mi- 
ftake  not,  the  Sermons  of  this  Learned 
Bifhop  anfwer  this  Character ;  and  I 
am  confirmed  in  this  Opinion,  by  the 
Judgment  of  thofe  who  are  allowed  to 
have  the  greateft  Talents  for  the  Pul¬ 
pit,  as  well  as  for  all  other  Parts  of 
Learning.  He  had  a  Way  of  gaining 
People’s  Hearts,  and  touching  their 
Confciences,  which  bore  fome  Refem- 
blance  to  the  Apoftolical  Age  ;  and 
when  it  fhall  appear,  that  thofe  bright 
Preachers,  who  have  been  ready  to 
throw  Contempt  upon  his  Lord  (hip’s 
Performances,  can  fet  forth  as  large  a 
Lift  of  Perfons  whom  they  have  con¬ 
verted  by  their  Preaching,  as  I  could 
produce  of  thofe  who  owed  the  Change 
of  their  Lives,  under  God,  to  the  Chri¬ 
ftian  Inftru&ions  of  this  pious  Prelate, 

«  F 


“  I  fhall  readily  own,  that  they  are  fu- 
“  periour  to  his  Lordfhip  in  the  Pulpit. 
“  Though  confidering  what  Learned 
“  Works  he  publifbed  in  the  Caufe  of 
“  Religion,  and  what  an  Eminent  Pat- 
“  tern  he  was  of  true  Primitive  Piety,  I 
“  am  not  inclined  to  think, that  his  Lord- 
“  Chip  will,  upon  the  Whole  of  his 
“  Charatter,  be  eafily  equalled  by  any 
“  one. 
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FINIS. 


BOOKS  written  by  Robert  Nd' 

fon  Ejq'y 


Companion  for  the  Fellivals  and 


iA  Fafts  of  the  Church  of  England  ; 
JL  Mr  with  Collets  and  Prayers  for  each 
Solemnity,  Svo.  Price  6  s. 

The  great  Duty  of  frequenting  the  Chri- 
ftian  Sacrifice  ;  and  the  Nature  of  the  Prepa¬ 
ration  required  }  with  fuitable  Devotions 
Partly  collected  from  the  ancient  Litur¬ 
gies. 

The  Pra&ice  of  True  Devotion,  in  relation 
to  the  End  as  well  as  the  Means  of  Religion. 

The  Life  of  Dr.  George  Bull,  late  Lord 
Bifiiop  of  St.  Davids ,  with  the  Hiftory  of 
thole  Controverfies,  in  which  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  ;  and  an  Abftraft  of  thofe  Funda¬ 
mental  Doctrines  which  he  maintained  and 
defended  in  the  Latin  Tongue. 

The  Boohs  published  by  him ,  are  as 


follows. 


R.  KettleweHh  Five  Difcourfes  on  fo 


i-V  J  many  Important  Points  of  Pra&ical 
Religion  :  to  which  is  prefixed  an  Account  of 
]iis  Life  and  Writings. 

.  Bifhop  Bull1  s  Important  Points  of  Primi¬ 
tive  Chriftianity  maintained  and  defended, 
in  three  Volumes,  8 vo. 


The 


The  Chriilian  Exercife  ^  or  Rules  to  live 
above  the  World,  while  we  are  in  it.  By 
Thomas  a  Kemps.  Addrefied  to  all  true 
Lovers  of  Devotion  j  By  Robert  Nd- 
fon  Efq*,. 

The  Scripture  Doftririe  of  the  molt  Holy 
and  Undivided  Trinity  vindicated  from  the 
Mifrepvefentations  of -Dr.  Clark.  To  which 
is  prefixed,  A  Letter  to  the  Reverend  Doffor, 

By  Robert  Nelfon  Efq*r 

/  •  ’  '■'W  £  1  ■  uv  .  j  J.  [  ^ 

Lately  publilhed,  The  Life  of  Mr.  Henry 
Dodwejf  with  an  Account  of  his  Works, 
and  an  Abridgment  of  them  that  are  pub- 
lifhed,  and  of  feveral  of  his  MSS.  By 
Francis  Broke sby ,  B.  D.  To  which  is  added, 
A  Letter  to  Robert  Nelfon  Efqy  from  Dr. 
Edmtmd  Haley ,  Savillian-Profeflbr  of  Geo¬ 
metry,  containing  an  Abftrad  of  Mr.  t)od- 
xvelis  Book  De  Cytlis  j  in  two  Volumes, 
8  vo. 

Bifhop  Beveridge\  Sermons  recommended 
by  Robert  Nelfon  Efq*,  in  BulP s  Life,  p.  75. 
in  twelve  Volumes,  8 vo.  with  compieat  in¬ 
dexes. 

- - His  Private  Thoughts  on  Religion, 

and  a  Chriilian  Life.  In  two  Volumes,  8 vo 
or  12  ves. 

- —  The  great  Necefilty  and  Advantage 

of  Publick  Prayer,  and  frequent  Communion, 
ki  8 vo  or  1  iv es . 


Bilhop 


Bifhop  Beveridge* S  Thefaurus  Theologicus  ; 
Or,  A  compleat  Syftem  of  Divinity.  Ia 
four  Volumes,  8 vo. 

- -  An  Expofition  on  the  39  Articles 

of  the  Church  of  England?  in  Fat. 

~~ — »  An  Expofition  on  the  Church  Ca- 
techifm.  In  lives. 

- A  Defence  of  the  Singing  Pfalms . 

In  lives. 

Juft  publifhed  in  a  Neat  Pocket- Volume, 
The  Archbifhop  of  Cambray’/  Pafloral  Letter 
concerning  the  Love  of  God  ?  with  the  Opinions 
of  the  Fathers  upon  the  fame  Subjett.  To 
which  is  added.  Dr.  George  Bull ,  late  Lord 
Bifhop  of  St.  Davids  his  Flotation  Sermon ; 
his  Charge  to  his  Di$cefe7  and  his  Circular 
Letter  to  his  Clergy .  Printed  for  C.  Rivington , 
at  the  Bible  and  Crown  in  St.  Paul* s  Church* 
yard.  Price  in  Calf,  is.6d. 
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